proportion as he becomes improved, en- 


ture, and less and less upon his own un- 
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THE GOSPEL IS GOD'S POWER. | 


A SERMON BY THE JUNIOR EDITOR. 


‘For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: 
for it is the power of God unto salvation to ey ery 
one that believeth.” Rom. i. 16. 


THE strength of this text, as I propose 
now to consider it, is in the. sfatement 
that the gospel is the power of God. All 
power is of God. Muscular energy in 
man is an endowment from God. The 
powers of thought and reason are from 
him. <All the great forces of nature; 
gravitation, wind, fire, water, light, steam, 
electricity, etc., exhibit forms of the powe 
of God, and I understand the text to 
place the gospel in this list, and to as- 
sert that it is a method by which the di- 
vine power expresses or exhibits itself. 

Now man always looks for the power 
of God to carry forward his: enterprises. 
It is but little he proposes to do by the 
mere might of his own arm; and just in 


lightened, and elevated, does he come 
to depend more and more on the various 
forms of the power of God revealed in na- 


aided strength. Indeed, the degree of. 


elevation attained by each nation under | 


heaven is exactly indicated by the meas- 
ure in which mere human power is sup- 


plemented or displaced by the power of | in 


God in the labors of its people. 
But let us keep the idea in its simplest 


r|\selves do. 


form, before the mind. In all the toils 
1 


of life there is an immeasurable stretch 


between what we do and the:result at 
which we aim. A farmer drops five 


grains of corn in the earth, and what of | 


it? Why, he expects the power of God 
to do the rest, and he is not disappointed 
of his sixty fold in harvest-time. 

By availing themselves of the power 
of God as exhibited in a neighboring 
waterfall, a few men in a few months 
have stripped the mountain bare, and 
shred its great oaks into very ribbons. 
How little of all this did the men them- 
A few strokes of the axe 
near the root of each tree, and gravita- 
tion brought it thundering to the ground. 
Brought to the neighboring bluff, gray- 
itation threw it into the stream, which 
in turn bore it to the mill. Thence a 
power drew it to the saw, which, propelled 
by the power of God, ran ‘through and 
through it till its identity was lost, and 
its original mass divided into shapes and 
sizes convenient for the use of man. 
Thus the mountain was made bare, and 
the forest was converted, and who did 
it? ’T was man, made mighty by the 
power of God. 


self in a car, you sit conversing, or read- 
g,or meditating, or perhaps you recline 
in sleep. You tax no muscle for the pro- 
motion of your own velocity. Your 


only care is to preserve the proper re- 


How little and simple as the thing you 
do, in taking a journey. Seating - your- 
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lation to the power that draws you 
on. Away you fly, many miles an hour, 
and in a little time are at your jour- 
ney’s end in a distant land. Now see 
how vast is the disproportion between 
what you have done and the result at- 
tained. You did a very little thing. 
One of the great forces of nature, that 
is, one of the forms of the power of God, 
wrought all the rest. So itis; whatever 
necessity presses upon man he is imme- 
diately reminded of some super-human 
power of which he must avail himself, 
and which he must appropriate and em- 
ploy, as if it were his own. 

The great want of man is salvation, 
and here the gracious proclamation meets 
him,—the gospel is the power of God 
unto salvation to every one that believeth. 
Here, as every where else, the act by 
which I avail myself of the power of God 
is a very simple and a very little thing as 
compared with the result I seek. I seek 
pardon. I seek a change of heart. I 
‘seek to become a child of God, and to 
gain an-inheritance among all them 
which are sanctified. My simple acts of 
penitence, and prayer, and faith, must 
fall infinitely short of all this, and can 
hardly be accounted a progress toward 
it; yet are they the appointed means by 
which I am to lay hold on strength and 
avail myself, in my helplessness, of the 
power of God. | 

Every power is adapted to a given 
class of results. Gravitation will hold 
the spheres in their orbits, but will not 
make grain grow. 
darkness but will not drive a water- 
wheel. Steam will propel machinery, 
but will not enlighten a dark street. 
The wind will propel a ship, or drive a 
-wind-mill, or fan a flame, but will not 
convey atelegram. Electricity will con- 
- vey atelegram, but will not drive a wind- 
mill, nor a water-wheel, and so of all the 
rest. Every power has its legitimate and 
proper method of expressing itself; its 
own class of objects upon which to ex- 


Light will dispel 


pend its force, beyond which it is no 
power atall. So it is with the gospel; 
itis mighty; I might perhaps say it is 
almighty within its proper scope, but be- 
yond that it is not wise nor safe to trust 
it as a power. When the gospe] comes 
there will doubtless follow in due time 
better state of society, — physical wealth, 
improvement in political economy, higher 
education of the masses, and all that, — 
but still these are rather the incidents of 
the operation of gospel principles than the 
direct immediate results at which it aims. 
The gospel is the power of God unto sal- 
vation, just as gravitation, and light, and 
steam, and electricity are the power of 
God unto the results respectively which 
they severally produce. Let no man 
come to the gospel for mere entertain- 
ment, or philosophy, or wealth, or honor, 
or worldly wisdom: but let every man 
come to it for salvation, — salvation from 
sin, salvation by faith, salvation now, sal- 
vation complete, salvation for ever, — 
and let him remember that, in coming to 
the gospel for salvation, he comes just 
when it is God’s method to let eternal 


power right down upon the seeking soul. © 
This is the view for a poor penitent to take — 


of the gospel. This is the view for every 
Christian laborer to take, and this is the 
view for every minister to take while 
preaching the word. Is he now, from 
his lips and from his heart, sending forth 
the gospel among the people? Then let 
his faith realize that the awful power of 
God is among the people, and that his suc- 
cess 1s not to depend upon his own logic, 
or cloquence, or vehemence, but upon the 
power of God, the Holy Ghost, who work- 
eth with and through the word which 
himself has inspired. 


I next remark that there is always a | 


given method by which men are to avail 
themselves of any one of the great forces 
of nature. The force itself may exist, 
but it will accomplish nothing for you 
until there is a connection properly insti- 
tuted between it and the object on which 
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‘it is to act. There is many a tiny stream | the Saviour, not one appears to have re- 


in the land whose waters are so husband- ceived any spiritual blessing from the 
ed and ‘used as to accomplish wonders; contact ‘except this one woman, whose 
while Niagara thunders on from age to. Special faith in Jesus constituted the con- 


age, but turns no spindle. 


A few tons. necting link between her poor body and 


of fuel will suffice to keep a factory rea! the world’s Redeemer. The power was 


ning for a week, turning out many thou- 
sands of yards of fabrics, but the mighty | 
fires of Vesuvius burn idly on, working 
no good for man. 


all there, but she alone received it, 
though it was equally available for soul 
or body in every other case. She alone 


Whatever may be the | was cured, for she alone hitched on to 


amount of power existing any where, it | the power. 


will do nothing for you till you shall have 
instituted the proper connection with it. 
A while ago I left Scranton, Pa., one 
morning in the cars. I took my seat in 
the forward car, and we started off. Im- 
mediately there was an outcry, and sev- 
eral persons, including the conductor, 
rushed to the rear door of the car. The 
bell was rung, and the train stopped and 
backed. What was the matter? Why, 
there at the depot was a car full of pas- 
sengers who had been left behind, and 
who were much excited and alarmed at 
secing the train move off without them. 
Hlow did that happen? Simply because 
their car was not hitched on to the pow- 
er. It stood in the right place, it even 


touched the train when it started, but 


it was not hifthed on. Just so in the 
matter of salvation. Do you not remem- 
ber how Christ once suddenly stopped 
in the way, when going to heal the rul- 
er’s daughter, with the exclamation, 
‘Who touched me?” Peter and the 
rest said, “* Master, the multitude throng 
thee and press thee, and sayest thou 
Who touched me? And Jesus said, 
Some body hath touched me, for I per- 
ceive that virtue is gone out of me.” 
The truth was, a poor woman, diseased 
and feeble, and ready to die, had come, 
in the press behind him, and laid hold 
of the border of his garment. For she 
said within herself, if I may but touch 
the border of his garment, I shall be 
whole. Now there you have the same 
principle in its spiritual aspect. Of all 
the multitude that thronged and pressed 


What multitudes in all our churches 
are like those that pressed and thronged 
the Son of God that day. They are in 
God’s hotse. They throng holy places. 
They are much about the altar. More 
than all, they are sincere. ‘They mean 
well. They are Christians in theory, and 
according to their light, in experience 
and practice also; but they lack the 
faith that brings the power; the mighty 
power of God just now upon their souls, 
in running, healing, cleansing grace. 
Only let this faith be exercised, even by 
the comparativ ely few in the churches 
who are the more devout; who, to some 
extent, hunger and thirst after right- 
eousness, and we should witness wonder- 
ful displays of the power of God on every 
hand. There is power enough in the 
cospel to save the world to-day. But 
the difficulty is, the condition is not met; 
the connection is not instituted. Hear 
it, you unbelieving believers, you bap- 
tized doubters of your Lord’s great pow- 
er! The gospel isthe power of God unto 
salvation to every one that believeth. 

I wish next to remind you that the act 
by which you avail yourself of power is 
usually a very simple one. Do you see 
that long heavy train standigg on the 


track? Now look at the engineer and 
sc¢ him put the power on that is to start 


it off at a high speed for the next station. 
Grasping a certain lever, he simply 
draws it toward him two or three 
inches, and away the train flies with its 
hundreds of passengers or tons of mer- 
chandise. See how the farmer, by the 


4 
| 
| | | 
| 
| 
| i 
| 
) | 
| 
| 
| 
\s | 
| 
| | 
| i 
| 
| 
q | 
| 


8 GUIDE TO 


HOLINESS. 


simple act of casting forth his seed at the : 


proper time, engages the forces of nature 
to work for him through all the season. 
See the mariner hoist his sail in the faith 
that the winds will propel him on his 
voyage. In all these cases, man goes, by 
a very simple act, out of himself, directly 
to the power of God. Just so, in seek- 
ing salvation. Man must do some sim- 
ple thing that shall bring the power of 
God down upon his soul. The farmer 
must not try to manufacture corn, the 
sailor must not attempt to propel his 
own ship, nor the engineer to push his 
train; so man must not seé¢k to save 
himself, but must hasten, by doing that 
simple thing, ‘“ believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ,” to secure the proper connection 
between the power of God and his needy 
spirit. Multitudes stumble at the simplic- 
ity of faith, — stumble at the idea that an 
act on which so much depends, should 
be declared to be so simple and so easy. 
They do not seem to see that that is just 
in keeping with the methods by which 
men lay hold on power every where. 
The appropriating act is always exceed- 
ingly simple, and, that it is so in the gos- 
pel, is an incidental proof that the gos- 
pel is of God, while it is an indication of 
great mercy on the part of God in bring- 
ing the provisions of salvation down to 
the humblest capacity. If the conditions 
of salvation had been rendered less sim- 
ple, more complex and difficult, they had, 
by that very means, been placed beyond 
the reach of many. As it is,a child can 
believe and be saved. 

But there is another view to be taken 
of this whole matter. Doubtless, all the 
forms of power which God has ever in- 
stituted are beneficent in their intention 
and adaptation ;, but a power is a power, 
and whether it will work for you or 
| against you, depends on the relation — 
the position, so to speak,— which you 
assume with regard to it. That mill you 
built will cut up a log for you, and then, 
if you get in the wrong place, it will 


cut you up too. The cars will carry 
you across the country with wonder- 
ful velocity, provided you are in your 
place; but all that power is a power to 
crush you if you get before the engine. 
Just so of the gospel. ‘“ We are unto 
God a swect savor of Christ in them that 
are saved and in them that perish. To 
the one we are a savor of life unto life, 
and to the other a savor of death unto 
death.” The gospel is a most beneficent 
power. It is adapted to bless you and to 
save you, but if you will resist it and © 
oppose it, it will prove a savor of death 
unto death in your case. Not that the 
law is sin. Not that the economy of sal- 
vation is at fault at any point. But sin, 
that it might appear sin,— might dem- 
onstrate its terrible character, — works 
death in you by that which is good. Sin 
holds you in such a false.and unnatural 
position to the gospel that its power acts 
disastrously instead of savingly upon you. 
These destructive effects of the gospel 
upon one who receives its light only to 
resist and oppose it, are fearful to con- 
template. The man who has been ele- 
vated to heaven in point of privilege is 
the one emphatically, who, if he believe 
not, shall be thrust down to hell. Who 
are they that attain early and terrible 
hardihood in sin? They are often the 
children of praying parents, and some-— 
times of ministers of the gospel. They 
have received the light but to resist it. 
They have rejected the counsel of God 
against themselves, and have made the 
gospel a savor of death unto death. 
Among the most hardened and reck- 
less men, it is not uncommon to find those 
who have once known the way of life. 
Some of them have made considerable 
progress init. But they have departed | 
from the holy commandment delivered 
unto them. They have gone away back- 
ward, and now they revile and blaspheme 
that holy name wherewith they were 
called. Some of them have gone so far 
that they count the blood of the covenant 
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I MUST PRAY IN SECRET. 9. 


wherewith they were sanctified an un- 
holy thing, and to do despite to the spirit 
af grace. It is a fearful thing to receive 
the grace of God in vain, — to resist and 
oppose the gospel. | 

In conclusion, I wish to offer two ob- 
servations : — 

1. Rely upon the gospel to save you. 
Look for power over sin, the flesh, and 
Satan, in Jesus, and in him alone. You 
can not save yourself. Mere strength of 
mind, whatever yours may be, will be 
found no protection against the power 
of sin. The current will carry a large 
vessel down stream just as certainly and 
just as rapidly as it will a small one. 
Your sufficiency, your only hope, is in 
Christ. You will never find the full 
power of Christ to save till first you sink 
to utter self-despair. Satan has only 
yourself to contend with, so long as you 
stand in your own strength,.and he will 
easily conguer you; but when you fly to 
Christ, and simply look for salvation 
through him, he becomes your hiding- 
place and your strong tower, and your 
enemy finds himself confronted with Je- 
sus, when before he only met a feeble 
man. 

2. The other remark is, that you are 
in no danger of expecting too much of 
the gospel. It is indeed possible that 
you should look for a class of results from 
the gospel which it does not intend to 
accomplish; but it is always the power 
of God unto salvation. _ When a new 
power is discovered, men are wont to in- 
quire what it can be made to do for them, 
and the men of thought are all astir in 
every place on the question, what other 
_ burdens can we bind on the shoulders of 
the new-comer? nor do they rest till 
they have found the limit of his powers. 
Would God, the children of light would 
imitate thisexample. Hear the Saviour’s 
proclamation, “ I am come that they might 
have life, and that they might have it 
more abundantly.” Oh, for an ambition 
to prove the power of the gospel, — the 


power of God in the purifying and re- 
fining processes of grace. What mea- 
ger attainments suffice, as the standard 
in the church. How little ambition is 
there to prove the uttermost salvation, 
and to be filled with all the fullness of 
God. Let us, my brethren, go again and 
again to the fountain, till our souls are 


washed from every stain, and swallowed 
up in God. 


I MUST PRAY IN SECRET. 

I must pray in secret, for if Isin by 
neglecting my closet, I shall soon be left 
to other sins. Declension, inconsistency 
formality, backsliding, all begin in the 
closet, in the neglect of secret prayer. 
‘‘ Away from God’s presence,” he will 
‘take his Holy Spirit from us.” Going 
away from him, neglecting communion 
with him, he will leave us. And left of 
him, spiritual darkness, if not spiritual 
death, will be upon us. Neglect the 
closet, and next the family altar will be 
neglected, and then the circle of social 
prayer, and then» the Bible, and then 
perhaps the sanctuary, and all the means 
of grace. Neglect the closet, and you 
know not where or how far you may 
wander; you know not when, if ever, 
you will return. Neglect the closet, and 
soon you will abandon it; abandon it, and 
soon you will be left of God to dark if 
not to damning sin, — perhaps to endless 
ruin. 

I must, then, pray in secret; statedly, 
frequently, earnestly. God enjoins it. 
My enjoyment, and my individual and 


peculiar neceéssitics, demand it. I must 


do it that I may grow in grace, — may 
not decline in spirituality,—may not wan- 
der from God. To pray in secret! It 
is a solemn duty, a glorious and blessed 
privilege, thus to hold converse with the 
Most High; as a child with a father, as 
a friend with a friend, thus to commune 
with him, and breathe his spirit, and 


receive his impress, his image upon my 
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heart. Oh, may I ever prize, may I 
ever improve it. By divine grace I will, 
God’s grace, God’s Spirit, assisting me, I 
will pray in secret. Daily and faithfully 
will I do it till, from prayer on earth, I 


_ am raised to praise in heaven. 


A LIFE OF PURITY. 


It is a glorious thought that God and 
angels are pure. They have always been 
so, and doubtless will always be. 
live a life of purity. They are without 
any stain of sin; always been, always 
will be. But we are sinful; we are sin- 
ners also; we are vile, oh how unholy, 
how impure. Yet even for us there is a 
purifying fountain in which we may wash 
and be clean. It is opened in the bleed- 
ing side of Jesus. Here we may wash 
away our sins and be made pure. If one 
sin can be washed away socan all. If 
one stain of depravity can be wiped out, 
so can all. There is power in the blood 
of our blessed Saviour not only to purify 
us from one but from all our sins. Hal- 
lelujah! If it possess this power, are there 
not some who have felt its glorious effects? 
Yea, thousands, many thousands. May 
we feel its power? Yea. “If we confess 
our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive 
us our sins, and to cleanse us from all un- 
righteousness.” What then is the result 
of this purification? Is it not this, name- 
ly, to make the life pure? If the tree 
be good, so will the fruit. “If the root 
be holy, so are the branches.” If the 
heart be pure, so will the life. ‘Keep 
thy heart with all diligence, for out of it 
are the issues of life.” That is, the life 
is the index of the heart. The wheels 
within the clock move the hands around 
to the figures upon the face without. 
The hands possess no power to move 

themselves; they must be impelled by the 
machinery within. If this then be per- 
fect in its arrangement, the outward in- 
dex will be reliable, never false. Thus, 
and thus only, can we live a life of pu- 


They 


rity, by bringing our hearts to this test 
and holding them to this standard of gos- 
pel purity. Then how naturally and 
beautifully will a life of purity manifest — 
itself. It will be the sweet and health- 
ful outgushings of a pure and living foun- 
tain having its source among the “ ever- 
lasting hills” of purity; yea, far up the 
glorious: mountain of holiness, fed by the 
constant “showers of blessing.” It will 
be the blooming and life-blessed fruitage 
of the trees of righteousness “ flourishing 
in the courts of our God.” 

To this life of purity every believer is 
called. To it he is prompted by the 
Holy Spirit. To it every one will be 
sweetly brought if they will but follow 
the promptings of the blessed Spirit; for 
he not only prompts, but he also gra- 
ciously assists. ‘* He helpeth our infirm- 
ities.” Shall we not then, dear brothers 
and sisters, follow these promptings and 
‘enter into [this} life” of purity ? 

What glorious considerations are sug- 
gested as incentives for us to press into 
this pathway “ where there is no death.” 
It was the life our blessed Saviour lived, 
and oh, how much we should covet to be 
like him. It is such a life as we shall live 
in heaven. And oh, shall we not try to 
live on earth as in heaven? There will 
be no special honor attached to living a 
life of purity in heaven, for there every 
surrounding will be favorable to it. But 
how distinguished the honor of living a 
life of purity here amid these surround- 
ings of sin, and temptation, and sorrow ! 
Such a life is one of peace and serene 
joy, of holy communings with God, of 
victorious, all-conquering faith, of in- 
dwelling divinity. 


Curist A Guest.—If thou desirest 
Christ for a perpetual guest, give him 
all the keys-of thine heart; let not one 
cabinet be locked up from him; give him 
the range of every room, and the key of | 
every chamber; thus you will constrain 
him to remain.—Spurgeon. 
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BAPTISM OF THE HOLY SPIRIT. 


BY A. R. H. 


Tue blessed Spirit is bestowed in an- 
swer to prayer. God says, in reference 
to the rising glory of the church, “ I will 
yet for this be inquired of by the house 
of Israel, fo do it for them.” Hear how 
he calls upon his people thus to seek and 
secure his blessing: “* Ye that make men- 
tion of the Lord, keep not silence, and 
give him no rest, till he establish ,and 
till he make Jerusalem a praise in the 
earth.” In perfect harmony with the 
Bible is the unbroken testimony from his- 
tory. What interest is thrown around 
that upper chamber where the hundred 
and twenty met on the day of Pente- 


‘cost! And when, I ask, and where has 


the Spirit been ever copiously shed forth 
but in answer to fervententreaty? And 

how abundant and striking have been 
_ the answers to prayer, when the church 
has felt her impotency, and grasped by 
faith the divine promises ; how often have 
the blessings gone beyond even her larg- 
est expectations, so that she. stood still 
and witnessed the salvation of God with 
mingled gratitude, humility, and wonder. 
When and where have showers of heav- 
enly' influence descended when the 
brotherhood, as a body, were immersed 
in secular and selfish concerns, and heart- 
less in their supplications? And what 
surer presage of the sweeping victories of 
the Spirit have you ever desired than a 
general sentiment of regard for Christ, 
and solicitude for souls, and a general 
spirit of agonizing intercession? And 
with what courage and comfort in such 
connection have you entered the field as 
laborers together with God. ‘To secure 
then, this gift, —the baptism of the Holy 
Spirit, — we must pray, and plead, and 
wrestle. A few cold, formal, heartless 
prostrations of the body and utterancés 
of the lips will never accbmplish it. We 
must pray, not intermittingly, but ‘ with- 
out ceasing.” The prayer we offer must 


be prayer indeed, the breathing of the 
soul, the full beating of the heart. It 
must be uncommon, persevering, believ- 
ing, ardent, importunate. In a word, it 
must be the effectual, fervent prayer of 
the righteous. But more, we must make 
an extraordinary, unreserved consecra- 
tion of our souls to Christ. It can scarce- 
ly be questioned that this was done by 
the apostles repeatedly during those ten 
days in which they were waiting “ for the 
promise of the Father.” We must earn- 
estly and believingly give ourselves up to 
the Lord, renounce our own imaginary 
right, throw off the despotic yoke of sin, 
come fully out from the world, and pros- 
trate our hearts, and souls, and bodies at 
the cross. 


“Take my body, spirit, soul; 
Only thou possess the whole.” 


This act of consecration must be en- 
tire and for ever. No reservation, no 
half-heartedness; not the assumption of 


be given.” It is only thus you can know 
what is meant by the riches of full assur- 
ance. And let not the worldly professor 
think he can grasp the world and fill his 
heart with it, and at the same time have 
these ravishing joys. Oh, no! it is a 
vain hope. Let go ypur hold of the 
world; tread it under your feet; empty 
your heart, and bid the Holy Spirit wel- 
come; and do it for eternity. Do you 
wish such a happiness? Wish it! how 
can you not? Can it be possible that 


lthere is one blood-washed soul that does 


not wish,— yea, long to experience this 
“joy unspeakable and full of glory”? 
What! a Christian, and yet content to 
live so far from Christ ? a Christian, and 
yet no ardent desire to have the Spirit 
come thus to dwell without a trial in you 
heart? It cannot be! You are deceiv- 
ing yourself. ‘If any man have not the 


spirit of Christ, he is none of his.” 


the form only, but the power; not only . 
the blessings but the crosses also. ‘ For. 
God abhors the sacrifice unless the heart 
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Let the spirit of extraordinary prayer 
and entire consecration pervade the 
hearts of Christians generally, and soon, 
very soon, will copious showers of Divine 
influence descend on all our churches, al- 
laying at once all unhallowed passions 
and prejudices, introducing everywhere 
the meekness and gentleness of Christ, 
and quickening into life and vigor’a 
thousand sacred charities to bless the 
world and bring honor to the redeemer. 
Then, how immensely important that you 
and I, and every Christian, should enjoy 
a baptism from above! Without it, it is 
in vain for us to attempt to bring dying 
sinners to Christ. O! seek an extraordi- 
nary baptism! look for a mighty outpour- 
ing! the Spirit is now descending. We 
feel that he isnear. Others feel it. 


“A rill, a stream, a torrent flows, 
But pour a mighty flood! 
Oh! sweep the nations, — shake the earth, 
Till all proclaim thee God.” 


Pittsburg Chr. Advocate. 


WORDS WITHOUT WORKS. 


“ Tuy will be done.’?’ — On bended knee 
We daily urge the solemn plea; 
We breathe the words; yet oft, alas! 
Like idly-uttered tones they pass; 
For fancy’s dreamings throng around, 
Till in the heart no place is found, 
To strive by actions to fulfill 
The precepts of God’s holy will. 


** Go, teach all nations.’’ — So we read, 
For aid those scattered sheep to feed 
The Church entreats. We turn aside: — 
The soul for whom our Saviour died, 

We leave to perish; day by day 
They pass untaught from earth away: 
And yet we pray that all fulfill 

The precepts of God’s holy will. 


*“‘ Thy will be done.’’ — Each eve and morn 

Still be that wafted prayer upborne! ° 
not in words alone. Ah, no! 

| He who would true devotion show, 
Must learn to act as well as speak, 
Nor rest till all be taught to seek, 
In Christian meekness, to fulfill 

The precepts of God’s holy will. 


Juvenile Miss. Magazine. 


(Original.] 


ak SONG OF THE NIGHT. 


BY E. R. (OXFORD, ENGLAND.) 


Wuat! watchman of the night? 
Speak heav’nly sentinel, that guard’st the bed 
Of those, on whom the holy oil is shed, 

In thy celestial might! 


What! watchman of the night! 
Who in stil] hour, starts up from fitful sleep? 
Who, in still hour, doth holy vigil keep, 
Until the dawn of light? 


‘Full many a patient brow, 
Pining, beneath the throbbing touch of pain, 
Pale, weary eyes that sue for rest in vain, 
Are conscious, wakeful, now! 


And many a patient mind, 
Bound in the chain of drear affliction’s thrall; 
Hearts, that the folds of deathly sorrows pall, 
Doth ever more enwind! 


And souls, sore tempest-tossed, 
Struggling against the fierce temptation’s power, 
W helmed in the gloom of Satan’s darkest hour, 

While all but faith is lost! 


Flower of God’s chivalry! 
Chosen to fight, while weaker spirits rest; 
Called the dense legions of the foe to breast, . 
With fearless arm and eye. 


Priests, meet for Deit#! 

Pealing from silence, sacerdotal lays; 

Cleaving night’s stillness with the choral praise 
Of their high minstrelsy! 


O! brother, sister — saint! 
Q! pensive partners of the tear and sigh! 
O! fellow-heirs of the sweet home on high! 
Swell into song your plaint! 


For unto you ’tis given 
To raise th’ exultant tones of spirit- birth, 
And join in choir the sorrowing strains of earth, 
The sorrowless of heaven. 


Above yon starlit hight, 7 
Voices from out the shining seraph throng 
Are blent harmonious with that grief-born song, 

‘* They rest not, day and night.” 


“‘ Say, Children of the light! ” 
Your Master calls, “can ye tooswell the train — 
Of ministrants within my temple's fane? 
They rest not day and night!” 


Amen! so be it, Lord! : 
From our sad couch we list the heavenly chime, 
To that dread cadence, our low moan we rhyme; 
At thine own challenge-word. 


Amen! the afithems soar; 
Chorded, the voices pure, the cleansed by blood: 
O Lamb, 0! holy, holy, holy God! 

We worship and adore! 


| 
| | | 
| | 
a 
| 
| 
an 
| 
| 
4 
4 


DR. AND MRS. PALMER. 13 


LETTER FROM MRS. PALMER. 


Grimsby, March 25, 1861. 


Dearest S.: Your last was received 
when we were at Rochdale. During our 
visit there, the Lord began to work in 
power, and the names of 550 persons 
were registered as having received either 
pardon, or the witness of purity. 

What would our American friends say 
to persons walking thirty-two miles in 
order to attend a Sabbath service. The 
English people are generally better walk- 
ers than we. They often come from five 
to ten miles, — but I was really surprised 
to find a company, on Sabbath evening 
who had walked sixteen miles, and were 
intending to return the same evening. 
This reminds me of an interesting little 
reminiscence of our labor in Scotland. A 
little company not enjoying religion, came 
from a place twélve miles distant. They 
came forward as earnest seekers, and soon 
found the Lord. Bon 

A wealthy gentlemen belonging to the 
Church of England was among our most 
earnest, influential helpers in Glasgow, 
and those who came so far seeking the 
Lord resided near his country mansion. 
On going out in the summer, he found 
these converts steadfast, and others added 
to them, and the cause sufliciently promis- 
ing to suggest the propriety of a church 
edifice, and he headed the subscription 
with one hundred pounds, and proferred 
the support of a Wesleyan Missionary, — 
the matter was soon taken in hand, and I 
presume by this time they have their 
chapel reared. How well this company 
were repaid for their long walk. 

The same gentleman also proposed to 
lead a class every Thursday at noon for 
those of the Established Church who were 
converted during the revival services we 
were engaged in at Glasgow, and did not 
intend leaving his own church. 

Much the same was done after we had 
finished at Leamington. 


The ladies of Leamington, irrespective 
of denomination, presented me with a 
beautiful Bible, with the inscription, 
‘From the Ladies of Leamington.” We 
often are cheered with manifestations of 
interest somewhat similar from other de- 
nominations, but-we would not wish you to 
think that we are pushing the battle to 
the gate, without any sort of conflict or 
trial. This we found to be the case at 
Poole. After it was found that we would 
positively leave, and in fact, ceased to 
labor for one day, Mr. Brewer, the Super- 
intendent of the Sabbath School, &c. was 
waited upon, and the case stated, when he 
threw up not only his offices in the church, 
but his membership. After this God per- 
mitted his Israel to go out in wondrous 
power against their enemies. Although 
the Wesleyans had a large church before, 
they have been compelled to enlarge it, 
so they have had a sort of reopening and 
are now prepared to seat about three 
hundred persons more than previously. 
But I will not tell you what trials I en- 


dured in my own feelings at the time, and » 


since, in connection with these matters. 
I fear that in no Christian denomination 
has the god Bacchus been as utterly de- 
nounced as he should be. 

This god Bacchus usurps a far more 
extensive and deadly sway in England, 
than in America; thousands are being 
sacrificed yearly on his shrine. If the 
professed children of this world were the 
only victims, it were far less sad, but from 
the clergyman, down to the lowest classes 
of society, its devastations are ever to be 
seen. And the minister of any denomin4- 
tion who would come out openly, and de- 
nounce the use of spirituous liquors, 
would hazard his reputation ‘seriously. 
Thanks be to God that we have been 
enabled, through the grace of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, to denounce this sin fear- 
lessly, and glorious have been the results. 
If we had not had some conflict, we could 
not have had conquests; and blessed be 
God, our conquests have been so great that 
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week, continue to attract as large congre- 


GUIDE TO 


HOLINESS. 


I might write a volume, and not exhaust 
the theme. 

Two weeks ago we commenced our 
labors here. A large concourse is in at- 
tendance every evening. Last night the 
crowd was dense, the communion-rail and 
aisles filled, and not less than seventy 
seekers. Many received pardon,—others 
purity of heart. I have not heard the 
secretary’s report, but the work here 
quite exceeds that of Rochdale, or any- 
thing we have witnessed for some time. 
The communion-rail, which holds about 
forty persons, is generally filled each after- 
noon with those persons, many of whom 
come from many miles distant, seeking 
purity. Ithink not less than twenty re- 
ceived the witness of holiness at a meet- 
ing two or three afternoons since. Oh, 
what a glorious outpouring of the Spirit 
we had, while with one accord we were 
pleading the promised gift. In the even-' 
ing we not only had the altar crowded 
with seekers, but several class-rooms, — 
they are now having: resort to the school- 
room. The prayer meetings go on simul- 
taneously, and many are blest in both 
places. Everything around us calls forth 
adoring gratitude. I lift my eyes from my 
little sheet, and a paradise opens before 
me,—a rich lawn variegated by beautiful 
flowers in bloom, and trees of various 
kinds, hastening to clothe themselves in 
richest verdure. 


(From Loughborough Monitor (England), of Apr. 18.] 
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Dr. and Mrs. Palmer, of whose relig- 
ious labors some account was given last 


gations as ever to Leicester Road Chap- 
el. On Sunday last the chapel was so 
densely crowded, that forms had to be 
placed along the aisles for the accommoda- 
tion of those who thronged to hear. Every 
night, the places set apart for inquiries, 
called by Dr. Palmer “the altar of pray- 


er,” were crowded, and between two 


and three hundred persons have given in 
their names already. Many of these were 
previously members of the Wesleyan or 
other churches, and came forward to ob- 
tain aclear knowledge of their accept- 
ance with God, or to get a higher degree of 
holiness. Dr. and Mrs. Palmer are evi- 
dently very happy Christians, and they 
profess and preach, as the privilege of all 
believers, ‘a full salvation.” The two pe- 
culiar doctrines of Methodism, the preach- 
ing of which were the chief cause of its 
persecutions and the means of its suc- 
cess, are the witness of the Spirit and 
entire sanctification. These blessings 
are prominently set forth in their ad- 
dresses, and all are encouraged to ex- 
pect them, Some have thought that 
these doctrines of early Methodism were 
on the decline, and were being allowed 
quietly to sink into the grave of silence, 
like the decrees of hyper-Calvinism, and 
the ‘thirty-nine articles with some, being 
only occasionally referred to except at a 
ministerial synod, or an ordination ser- 
vice. These doctrines, however, can 
hardly fall into neglect while every min- 
isterial candidate is required to state that 
he is living in the enjoyment of the for- 
mer blessing, and that he is seeking af- 
ter the latter. Comparatively few, how- 
ever, of ministers or people, profess to en-— 
joy the high state of holiness laid down 
in their standard theological writings. 
The clearness and confidence with which 
Dr. and Mrs. Palmer speak of this high 
and happy religious state, the anecdotes 
related of persons who have attained it, 
and their tender and winning style of 
address, induce many to seek the same © 
blessing. Every night, substantially the 

same invitation is given, and the sinner 
is invited to repent, the backslider to re- 
turn home, and the believer to enter on y 
the path of a higher spiritual life. Soon 
after this, many are seen bowed at the 
altar of prayer. There is evidently no 
respect of persons there,—the man of 
gray hairs kneels beside the very young 
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in years; those who» have hurried from 
the factory, mingle with those who have 
come from the drawing-room. The same 
sense of inward spiritual need draws 
them all around the same Saviour for 
spiritual health and peace. Meetings for 
prayer are held at midday, from one to 
two o'clock, instead of those at three 


o'clock. This time is found to be more- 


convenient and many attend. Many 
written requests haye been sent forward 


and read by Dr. Palmer at these meet- 


ings, asking the prayers of the congre- 
gation for an aged parent, an intemper- 
ate husband, a dissolute son, etc., and in 
some instances the congregation is de- 
sired to unite in thanksgiving for the 
conversion of some one or other, who a 
few days before had been made the sub- 
ject of united prayer. Persons are en-. 


couraged to single out some friend or ac- | 


(Original 
“AN ISRAELITE INDEED.” 


BY B. 


_ AN image rises up before my mind this 
moment, which, if I were an artist, I 
would attempt to paint. It is the coun- 
tenance of an old friend, a brother be- 
loved, in whose company I have spent 
many happy moments. His name was 
Joseph; but those who were most inti- 
mately acquainted with him, were in the 
habit of familiarly calling him Joe. He 


was not wealthy, yet his temperance, fru- 
gality, and industry had placed him in 
very comfortable circumstances. He was 
not learned, having barely sufficient edu- 


cation to read his well-conned Bible and 
hymn book. He did not possess a high 
order of intellect, yet was neverihiclete 
endowed with good common sense. Le 


quaintance to be made the object of spe-| was no flatterer, seldom praising any man 


cial prayer and urgent invitation. One 


interesting case of this sort was that of a- 
man who had not attended a place of | 
_worship for years, but who on being made 
the subject of prayer and invitation was. 


brought the same evening to the chapel, 
and professed to find peace with God. 


terror to evil-doers 


before his*face; and the severity of his 
morality, and his fidelity in reproving sin 
wherever he encountered it, made him “a 
”"; and ¥et, by saint 
and sinner, he was almost universally re- 


-spected and beloved. There was a divine 


simplicity about him, a transparency and 


On Tuesday evening the ministers of | uprightness of character, which required 
the chapel held a short open-air service only to be perceived to be admired. In 
on the Nottingham Road. On Sunday 1854,1 was appointed to the circuit on 
collections were made for the framework- which he lived; and he was one of the 
knitters of Loughborough, and for the first persons with whom I became ac- 
Famine in India; the sum of £4 was col- quainted. The circuit had suffered a long 
lected in the afternoon for the former ob- | spiritual dearth, it had been the scene of 
ject; and in the evening £6 8s. for the agitation and division in other days, from 
latter. Dr. and Mrs. Palmer are ex- which, unhappily, it had never fully re- 
pected to continue over next Sunday. Cov ‘ered. The love of many had waxed 

‘cold; some had yielded to discourage- 


‘ments, succumbed to adverse influences, 


Ye 1s THE Cross.—lIt is the cross that. and turned their backs on the cause of 


tells us most of the evil of sin; for it God: so that, when I arrived, I found the 


shows us the Son of God punished for our societies virtually disorganized. ‘But in 
sin. ‘the midst of these trying circumstances, 

It is the cross that tells us of the free Joe had held on “the even tenor of his 
grace of God to sinners; for it shows way.” He had kept a conscience void of 
that rather than let us die, God gave his offence, maintained a consistent Christian 
Son to die for us. conversation, and by his testimony to the 
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goodness of God, and the sufficiency of 
his grace, he was “a light shining in a 
dark place.” He lived up to the full 
measure of his light; his path grew 
brighter and brighter, and approximated 
nearer and nearer to “the perfect day.” 
Of his pardon, adoption, and regeneration, 


‘he had no doubt. He was reconciled to 


God. “The Spirit itself” bore “witness” 
with his spirit that he was a child of God, 
with a distinctness which enabled him 
(although a man of extreme modesty and 
tenderness of conscience) to speak with 
a confidence which generally carried con- 
viction to the minds of those that heard 
him. Still, Joe was a stranger to full sal- 
vation. Although for thirty years a Metho- 


_ dist, this precious scriptural doctrine had 


never been fairly presented to his mind; 
or at least not in such a manner as to 
enable him to comprehend it. He had 
often heard it alluded to in sermons, 
but I think he told me he had never heard 
“a single discourse specifically devoted to 
that subject. When he had heard it dis- 
cussed, it had been presented in a dog- 
‘matic and controversial form, and treated 
in‘a loose and fragmentary manner. The 
way to the attainment of this grace (the 
point upon which above all others he was 
anxious to be instructed) had never been 
pointed out in such a manner as to give 
him a clear perception of it. And though 
for years he had been travelling on the 
very borders of 


“A land of corn, and wine, and oil, 
with God's peculiar smile, 
Vith every blessing blest ; 
Where dwells the Lord our righteousness, 
And keeps his own in perfect peace, 


And everlasting rest,”’ 


Yet all the while he labored under the 
delusion that it was a great way off. Ile 
deemed Christian perfection a state so 


high, that it was almost presumption in him 


to attempt to aspire to its possession ; and 
one which, if it were ever reached by 
him, it could only be after a long and 
arduous struggle. 


a 


The first Sabbath after my arrival on 
my new circuit, Joe was my chari- 
oteer; he was one of the stewards of the 
circuit, and felt himself under obligation 
to see that the work was supplied; and 
being always ready for every ‘good work, 
he kindly volunteered to take me to my 
appointments. The conversation, by the 
way, turned upon the privileges of the 
believer; no subject could be more con- 
cenial to his feelings, and he eagerly drank 
in every word that was said. The text 
at one of the appointments was Psa. cxix. 
94, “I am thine, save me.” The sermon 
was simple, almost conversational in style ; 


the successive steps in the process by — 


which the soul reaches that point where it 
can say, sincerely and truthfully, “J am 
thine,” and the certainty of the prayer for 
salvation, even in its full and perfect 
sense, being answered upon the simple 
condition of faith in Christ, (the exercise 
of which would be natural and easy when 
this point was reached,) were pointed out. 
The Holy Spirit was eminently present. 
God condescended to fill the trumpet with 
his own breath: and asI proceeded in the 
discourse, I could not help noticing the 
countenance of my friend. It was evident 
that each successive step was promptly 
and decidedly taken, as soon as it was 
presented to his mind; and when the 
appeal was made, “ Will he not, bogs he 
not NOW save?” there was the audible 
response, * Glory to Jesus, he does save.” 
In that moment the work was accom- 
plished ; the blood of Jesus Christ cleansed 


|him from all sin; and the Holy Spirit 


testified as clearly to his entire sanctifica- 
tion, as he had previously done to his jus- 


tification. 


Consistent as Joe’s life had previously 


been, it was marked by a higher order of _ 


consistency from.that hour. There was a 
symmetry, a grace, a moral beauty which 
adorned his character afterward, which 
bad never been there before. He was 
conscious of the great change which had 
taken place in himself, and it did not 
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escape the observation of those who were 
most intimately acquainted with him. 
There was the same stern and inflexible 


' devotion to the right, the pure, and the 


good; but it was marked by a freedom 
and joyousness which showed that the last 
vestige of the spirit of bondage had de- 
parted, and that the idea of duty was 
swallowed up in that of privilege. The 
yoke was no longer felt, the service of the 
Lord was perfect freedom. He still re- 
tained the same implacable hatred to sin, 
which had long been a prominent feature 
in his character; but it was accompanied 
by a far more tender and ardent affection 
for the sinner; and though he never 
missed an opportunity to reprove sin, his 
reproofs were characterized by a gentle- 
ness and tenderness which added im- 
measurably to their weight and effect. 
Soon after this gracious work was 
wrought in Joe’s heart, an extensive re- 
vival took place in the neighborhood ; and 
eternity alone will disclose how far his 
example, his conversation, his prayers, 
and his faith, contributed toward sustain- 
ing and carrying forward that blessed 
work. Every minister knows how impor- 
tant it is to have among his hearers a 
living illustration of the doctrines which 
he teaches, and on the other hand, how 
chilling and discouraging it is to dwell 
upon the great experimental verities of 
our holy religion, especially to describe 
the more advanced phases of religious ex- 
perience, or to delineate the more mature 
forms of the spiritual life and character, 
while he is haunted with the idea that there 
is not one to whom he can point, whose 
experience and character harmonize with 
the idea which he feels it his duty to hold 
up before the people. In Joe, his pastor 
had always a living embodiment of the 
truths embraced in his teaching upon 
these points. And in addition to the sient 
testimony of his holy example, he never 
failed in the love-feast, or the class-meet- 
ing, to testify to the praise of the glory of 
the grace of God, “ that the blood of Jesus 


Christ his Son cleansed him from all sin.” 
And each week developed some new 
phase of the inner life, showing that his 
piety was not stagnant, but that he was 
constantly “ growing in grace, and in the 
knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

In seasons of comparative reaction and 
declension after the excitement of revival, 
his presence and influence in this respect 
were invaluable. Though he was “kept 
in perfect peace,” and “rejoiced ever- 
more,” Joe was not without his seasons 
of “ heaviness through manifold tempta- 
tions ;” and there were times when in the 
absence of sensible enjoyment he was 
left to walk wholly by faith. It was at 
those seasons especially that the grace of 
God was magnified in him. With what 
simplicity and unwavering confidence 
would he return to first principles, repeat- 
ing the words which had constituted his 
passport into the rest from inbred sin: 
“Tam thine, save me ;” and with whata 
firm grasp would his faith lay hold on 
Christ while he added, “ Thou wilt, thou 
dost save me.” No wonder that each suc- 
cessive trial left him stronger and happier 
than it found him. Pure, simple, upright, 
and joyous soul! When shall the church 


day. 
Canada West, April, 1861. 


“THE SECRET PROVIDENCE.” 


“ Tlis ways are past finding out.” 


Ou, grieve thee not, because thou canst not see 
The path of him that treads in mystery; 

Nor think it strange that thine, a mortal’s gaze, 
May not, undazzled, look on noontide blaze. 


For e’en the spirits pure, who work his will, 
And high intents of providence fulfil, 

Perform his task, though oft they cannot know 
Iiow future gladness springs from present woe. 


Around his throne they stand in bright array; 
Children of light and everlasting day, 

All winged, his high and sovereign will to bear 
Throughout his vast domains of earth and air. 


IT 18 HIS WILL, —and though the glorious end 
Be too remote for them to comprehend, 

They pause not, knowing that that end will tell, 
That now as ever, God hath counseled well. 


be composed of such? Lord, hasten the 
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EXPERIENCE. 


BY E. T. H. 


I wAs early the subject of religious im- 
pressions. The winter I was thirteen I 
became more deeply convicted of sin, 
and prayed much, sometimes a great 
part of the night, thinking I would not 
go to bed until I obtained religion. 
But failing to receive a satisfactory ev- 
idence of my acceptance with God, I 
finally concluded to put it off until the 
following summer, when I would go to 
camp-meceting, where I might, I thought, 
surely obtain that for which I sought. 
Accordingly, when the time arrived, I 
availed myself of the privilege of attend- 
ing camp-meeting, and soon began in 
earnest to seek the salvation of my soul. 
On the third evening of the meeting, 
my burden rolled off, and peace took 
possession of my soul. I should hardly 
have known that this was religion, had 
not a devoted Christian friend, who was 
conversing with me, inquired if I felt bet- 
ter; and when answered in the affirma- 
tive, told me to pray for the evidence of 
what God had done for me. This I soon 
obtained, and never afterward doubted 
a moment the genuineness of the work 
wrought. 
’ A very short time elapsed, before I be- 
came convinced of the need of a deep- 
er work of grace. In reading the word 
of God, I beheld the high standard of the | 
gospel, and in my simplicity wondered 
where those were who came up to it. 
But I dared not lower it. My desires 
increased to know for myself the hights 
and depths of the love of God. I read 
various works on Christian Perfection. 


By some, I was encouraged to believe I 


could obtain the blessing I was secking ; 


yet, Ale 


years. ‘Thus my mind alternated be- 
tween hope and fear, when another priv- 
ilege presented itself of attending camp- 
meeting. My convictions increased, and 


my anxiety was great to obtain full sab 
vation; more so than when seeking God 
at first. Not that I was under the samoa 
condemnation, but I had such a view of 
the inward corruption of the human 
heart, and the purity of God’s law, that 
I felt that I must then and there have a 
clean heart. But oh, what a struggle 
ensued! what a conflict with the enemy 
of all righteousness! Never afterward 
could I be made to doubt the existence 
of the devil. So sensible was I of sa- 
tanic power, that it seemed as if I must 
see him with my natural eyes, and feel 
his grasp upon me. By prayer and faith 
I almost got hold of Christ as my entire 
Saviour; and then another thrust from 
this mighty foe, threw me down in de- 
spair for a moment, — Satan desired to 
have me, to sift me as wheat ;— again I 
rallied and made another desperate ef- 
fort. Live or die, I was determined to 
conquer, and blessed be God, I did. Af- 
ter wrestling until the break of day, light 
broke in, the tempter fled, and I had the 
clear evidence that the blood of Jesus 
cleansed me from all sin,—that I was 
wholly sanctified. Oh, what a triumph! 
I was indeed created anew in Christ Je- 
sus, and found him to be. my wisdom, 
righteousness, sanctification, and redemp- 
tion. 

More than twenty-eight years have 
passed since that memorable night, — 
since that happy hour. My course has 
been onward and upward. I can look 
back now and see, that in the first part 
of my experience, I may have depend- 
ed too much upon feeling. But I did 
find that the “joy of the Lord was my 
strength.” Many powerful blessings I 
received which my heavenly Father 
perhaps saw was necessary then to en- 
courage me. I had not learned the way 
of faith so perfectly then, as now, and 
did not speak so positively of the bless 


ing, when I had not that fullness of joy. - 


But how much it has done for me! From 
how many evils I have been saved, and 
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one so young in experience, and also in 
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how my happiness and usefulness has 
been enhanced, by thus early giving my- 
self to the Lord! How it has sustained 
me while passing through severe trials, 
outward persecutions, and constant af- 
fliction for many years past! Glory to 


perform the active duties of life, what a 


promises of God, and while I am care- 


God in the highest, for this great salva- 

tion ! > 3 
Now, though an invalid, and not able 

to attend the public means of grace; nor 


heaven of repose I enjoy in Christ! As 
year after year passes, and I near the 
celestial city, my faith becomes strong- 
er,—centers more fully in Christ, — 
which brings me into a perfect rest here- 
tofore unknown. It is an “abiding un- 
der the shadow of the Almighty,” a 
‘‘dwelling in the secret place of the 
Most High,” asking “ what we will, and 
it shall be done.” I can rest upon the 


ful to comply with the conditions required, 
I can believe they will be fulfilled in me. 
Oh, that all would taste and see the rich- 
es of his grace! Qh, that all would seek 
and find the fullness of his love ! 


[Original.] 


JESUS COMES. 


BY MRS PHOEBE PALMER. 


“The Spirit and the Bride say, Come.” 


WATCH, ye saints, with eyelids waking; 
Lo! the powers of heaven are shaking!* 
your lamps all trimmed and*burning, 
dy for your Lord’s returning. | 

Lo, he comes! | 

He comes all-glorious; 

Jesus comes to reign victorious; 
Jesus comes! 


- Pardoned sin and heavenly favor,— 
Lo! the purchase of your Saviour,— 
Blood-washed robes and crowns of glory: 
Haste to tell the world the story. 
Lo, he comes! > 


Nations at their base are crumbling; 

Hark! his chariot wheels are rumbling; 

Tell, O tell, of grace abounding, 

While the seventh trump is sounding, — 
Lo, he comes! | 


‘ 


* Luke xxi. 25-33. 


Kingdoms fall, though proud and stately, 
Christ his kingdom hasteneth greatly ; 
Earth her last sad pangs is summing; 
Shout, ye saints, your Lord is coming. 


Lamb of God! thou meek and lowly, 

Judah's Lion! mighty! holy! 

Lo, thy Bride comes forth to meet thee, 

All in blood-washed robes we greet thee. 
Lo, he comes! 


Sinners, haste while Christ is pleading, 
Now for you he’s interceding; 
Haste, ere time shall be diminished, 
Soon the mystery will be finished. 

Lo, he comes! 


(Original.) 
PRESS ONWARD. 


BY W. 


ONWARD, onward, toiling pilgrim, 
Boldly press thine upward way; 
Seest thou not in yonder glim'ring 
Faint, the break of endless day? 
Haste thee onward, 
Haste to greet the rising day. 


Weary nights and days of anguish, 
Sure may fill thine earthly lot; 
Drink the cup of sorrow gladly, 
Christ hath drank it, murmur not. 
Haste thee onward, 
Weary pilgrim, falter not. 


One by one earth's joys are withering; 
One by one its treasures fly ; 
Hopes are severed; oh, remember, 
Heavenly joys can never die! 
Ilaste thee onward, 
Mourning pilgrim, heaven is nigh. 


Haste thee onward,— souls are dying, 
Hark! the Master's calling thee: 
** Child, go laborin my harvest, 
Lead poor wanderers home to me.” 
Haste thee onward, 
Laborer, bearing sheaves with thee. 


Soon thy toils will all be over; 
Soon the reckoning day will come; 
Soon thou’lt hear the Master calling: 
“ Toiling pilgrim, hasten home; 
| . Haste thee onward, 
Take the crown, ’tis all thine own.”’ 


Then toil on with faith unshaken; 
Boldly press thine upward way ; 
For in yonder distant gleaming, 
Faith beholds the dawn of day. 
Haste thee onward, 
Haste to greet the eternal day. 


— 


~ 


- - 


| 
| | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| | 
| 
| | 
= 
| | 
| 
| | 
ig | 
é | 
| 
| 
if 
| 
| | 
| 
La 
| | 
| | 
| 
| | 
| 
| | 
. 
> 
t 
ys 


20 | GUIDE TO 


a | 
HOLINESS. 


“ HONEST FIRST—HOLY AFTER- 
“WARDS.” 


BY E. 


Tuus spoke a friend, as her eye ran 
over the “ Pressing Appeal” on the cov- 
er of the September number of the Guide. 
When Pope said, ‘“‘ An honest man’s the 
noblest work of God,” he enunciated a 
higher truth than he was aware of. 
There is no virtue in the world, in the 
church, so rare as honesty; or, to give 
the quality its right moral expression, 
justice. 

Men— regenerate men—can _ prac- 
tice benevolence, gratitude, kindness, 
generosity, charity, any one of the high- 
er virtues, rather than justice. Why is 
this ? 

One reason, perhaps, is that justice is 
the quality of which we have the least 
experience in our relation God-ward, 
and which, therefore, we are the most 
likely to let slip, in our conduct man- 
ward. The other virtues enumerated, 
we feel laid under the most solemn obli- 
gations to keep in mind and practice in 


life. Wereason thus: ‘“ Freely we have 


received, freely let us give.” “ We will 
be kind one to another, tender-hearted, 
forgiving one another, even as God, for 
Christ’s sake, hath forgiven us.” ‘* We 
will have fervent charity among our- 
selves, for charity divine hath covered 
the multitude of our sins.” But justice, 
we have no such solemn and tender sanc- 
tion for its exercise. That question has 
been dealt with by our Surety. We have, 
as we think, had nothing personally to do 
with it. 

Such a thought contains in one part a 
glorious truth, in another, an aggregation 
of truth. It is true, that we have known 
nothing of the action of justice on our- 
selves, in being made righteous before 
God. It is not strictly true that'we are 
not-under an economy of justice, in ref- 
erence to the results of our justification 


by grace. It is not, , indeedlikely that 
God would deny himself the exercise of 
so high an attribute of his nature in his 
dealings with his children; and in con- 
firmation of this the thoughtful Chris- 
tian’s own experience and observation 
will bear witness to its steady yet benign 
rule upon and around him., Not in “ re- 
ward reckoned of debt to him that work- 
eth,” but in the graduation of gift to the 
capacity of improved talent. ‘To him 
that hath,” in this life, ‘shall be given,” 
(none the less a free gift because the 
meed of previous faithfulness,) ‘ while 
from him that hath not, shall be taken 
away that which he hath.” This and 
kindred laws of the life spiritual, have 
their origin in the divine justice. Jus- 
tice, whose condemnatory power has in- 
deed fallen solely on the believer’s sub- 
stitute, yet whose regulative exercise is 
held over the believer himself. Meditation 
on this fact and the methods of its work- 
ing, could not fail to impress Christian 
minds with the necessity of overs 
its influence. 

But want of appreciation of the divine 


dealings in this respect, is not the only, 


nor the chief, reason of defective justice. 


This virtue, so homely in manner, actually _ 


requires a truer balance of moral quali- 


ties, a firmer faculty of spiritual percep- 


tion, a greater perfectness of ‘senses to 
discern both good and evil,” than any 
other. If not the highest virtue by re- 
pute, it demands the highest caliber of 
piety for its existence ;_ it deman@® that 
which sometimes is not found, where, nev- 
ertheless, a fair ‘‘abundance of grace 
and of the gift of righteousness,” is found, 
a symmetrical Christian character. 

This may sound extravagant, but a lit- 
tle consideration will prove it reasona- 
ble. In the first place, atrue comprehen- 
sion of its nature and laws, is only to be ob- 
tained at the price of constant fellow- 
ship with the Father of lights. Not from 
an unholy world or an imperfect church 
can we gain its ideal. We must go di- 


| 
- 
ey 
Ye 
4 
| 
id 
‘ 
| 
= a 


HONEST FIRST—HOLY AFTERWARDS. 21 


‘rect to the fountain of righteousness to) 


know what righteousness is, we must 
walk with God ere we can learn “to do 
justly.” 
Again, there is no motive to the exer- 
cise of justice—of even-handed justice 
—at all times, and without regard of 
personal interests, — but pure love of 
rectitude. To be generous, forbearing, 
patient, charitable; to confer benefits, 


to forgive injuries, to endure suffering,’ 


to live under the influence of kindly af- 
fections, all this makes one powerful ap- 
peal to selfish principle, none the less 
powerful that it is so exceedingly dis- 
guised. It flatters salf-love by placing 
the subject of these qualities on a van- 
tage ground, on a moral elevation above 
his fellows, often acknowledged by them, 
still oftener securely known to himself. 
But justice has no such lure. Its claims 
do not come in the shape of pleas for the 


putting forth of superior goodness. They 


meet us on the unflattering pesition of 
equality, and require our virtue as their 
due. In the most rigid meaning of the 
words, we are made sensible that “we 
have done that which it was our duty to 
do,” and without any margin for soothing 
comments on the occasion, are obliged to 
subscribe to the inference, ‘‘ We are un- 
profitable servants.” 

Finally, the union of knowledge, and 


_ will, and power; the eye purged from 
the film of conventional standards of 


right and wrong ; the heart purified from 
the taint of selfish bias, the holy walk 
which “ owes no man any thing but love,” 
and is continually paying that easy debt, 
—all this is dependent on light from 
that only One in whom “is no darkness 
at all,” and on a harmony of spiritual 
forces, produced by the constant touch 


of a divine hand on the springs of the 


interior being. 
But in order to vindicate more partic- 
ularly these general assertions, and to 


gain some definite, though it may be very 
imperfect notion of moral honesty, it will 


be well to mark, by familiar illustration, 
some instances in which it has been 
transgressed by Christian people. An 
honest man (in the common acceptation 
of the term) will undoubtedly pay his 
debts, but will he never place in his in- 
terest any circumstance, for the purpose 
of paying a little less than his actual 
debt? Will he never silently avail him- 
self of the plea of relationship, friendship, 
church association, gratitude for past ben- 
efits, or present necessity on the part of 
his creditor, or any one of these name- 
less influences which ramify between 
man and man ? — will he never, because 
of these, rate his debt at a little less than 


its positive proportions; not as a favor - 


accorded, for that of course would stand 
on a separate ground of free gift, but as 
an advantage taken? If so, this is dis- 


honesty. Yet many a person will find it 


easier to give a donation to a charitable 
institution than to fulfill to the last tittle, 
these obligations which are moral rath- 
er than legal. An honest-minded wo- 


man starts on a morning’s trafficking with 


a general intention of paying for her 


purchases; but will she always give the 


fair price of eyery article, without any 
attempts at unjust “bargaining?” IEf 


not, this is dishonesty. Yet to do so, will 
require higher principles than to bestow 


a profit unfairly saved in alms on the 
next visit of charity. | 

But the claims of justice are not to be 
computed by bales and coins. St. Paul, 
in enforcing, by particular directions, 
the general precept, ‘* Render to all their 
dues,” considers it as substantially a part 
of Christian honesty to yield “ honor to 
whom honor is due,” as to pay “tribute 
to whom tribute is due.” And giving 
this rule its legitimate latitude, to what an 
exact discharge of national, civil, social, 
domestic duty are we hereby called! 
What a boundless extent of moral obli- 
gation awaits our discharge. What is it 
to be just? Never to take advantage of 
the indulgence of a superior, nor of the 
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weakness of an inferior. The following 
cases may serve as illustration : — 

A pupil at a French boarding-school of 
strict regulations for out-door life, had 
engaged to pass a day with some friends 
away from the school. Uncertain wheth- 
er the rules of the establishment allowed 
to the elder pupils an additional hour of 
absence in the evening, she came back 
at the time appointed for the return of 
the younger ones. ‘ Why were you anx- 


- jous to return so early,” said the direc- 


tress, meeting her pupil on her entrance. 
“You might have known that if you had 
transgressed the rule, I should not have 
been angry with you.” ‘It was because 
I knew you would not be angry with me 
if I were late, that I was anxious to re- 
turn at the right time,” was the answer. 
The Frenchwoman, who was doing gen- 
erous acts every day of her life, looked 
thoroughly nonplussed at the cool justice 
of the reply of the English girl. And 
her lack of apprehension was not merely 
Justice,in the form of non-en- 
croachment on kindness, is everywhere 
tgo little understood. | 

On the other side. Two young wo- 
men, one a lady, the other a servant, were 
walking out together. The latter held 


two parcels, the ‘former none; while, as 


the circumstance arrested her thoughts 
for a moment, she reasoned thus: ‘“ The 
servant is more used to burden-bearing 
than I am; she may then carry both.” 
But justice uttered its word: ‘ What 
right have you tooverburden your fellow- 
woman, because she is in a situation of 
life which does not permit her to expos- 
tulate or refuse compliance?” At that 
voice the smaller parcel was transferred 
to the empty hands. Justice, in its as- 
pect of non-oppression of weakness, es- 
pecially in the case of children and ser- 
vants, is oftentimes strangely forgotten. 
There are many kindred features of 
justice, which might easily be illustrated 
from the life, but to do so would be te- 
dious. Playing on the fears of the tim- 


id, on the waverings of the irresolute, on 
eccentricities of mind, or foibles of char- 
acter; compassing good ends by doubtful 
means, or turning aside, under any self- 
ish pretext, from doing unto others “all 
things whatsoever we would they should 
do unto us,” — all these are ramifications 
of the wide-spread sin of dishonesty. 
Another evidence that, even to Chris- 
tian people, the virtue in question is some- 
what of a stranger, is that, when brought 
face to face with her, they often do not 
know her traits, and call her by another 
name. A teacher bears with the igno- 
rance or obtuseness of his scholar, and 
supposes himself patient, when oftentimes 
he is only just to the limits of childish ca- 
pacity. One man passes over the offen-— 
ses of a friend and calls himself mag- 
nanimous, when probably he is only just 
to the facts of a case which include 
provocation on his part, or misunder- 
standing arising from default of mental 
sympathy. Another gives alms to the 
poor, or contributions to public charity, 
or presents to less prosperous friends and 
relations, and _ considers himself gener- 
ous, when in reality he is only not just, 


because his gifts are below the just claims 


which such objects have upon him. Oh, 
if all Christians, in all circumstances of 
life, were simply, singly honest, they 
would have less self-complacency and 
more real excellence; give themselves 
credit for far less virtue than they at pres- 
ent do, and possess very much more! 

‘“‘ Honest first, holy afterwards.” Does 
then this motto stand in its right order 
as an incentive to the love and habit of 
justice? No, truly! the positions must 
be reversed! We must be holy before we 
can be honest. None but the holy eye can 
discern, none but the holy heart devise, 
none but the holy life execute the laws 
of pure justice. The whole nature must 
be placed under the control of the spirit 
of holiness before a just life is possible. 

_ Nor even under the safe-conduct of 
that good Spirit, would it be wise for the 
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inexperienced Christian mind to attempt | 
to grasp at once all the responsibilities 
expressed or implied in the foregoing 
considerations. The obligations of re- 
ligion, however great and solemn, are 
never meant to weigh as an incubus on 
the freed spirit of those who ‘know the 
truth, continue in his word, and are his 
disciples indeed.” Light and grace, the 
power of perception and the power of 
action come by degrees, as both are used. 
And, moreover, the practical detail of a 
holy life needs not only many accessions 
of divine influence, but much training of 
divine providence, and sometimes of a 
painful character, to dissipate the mists 
which old habits and old prejudices have 
cast over the spiritual vision. If the 
“heart” is “perfect with God,” the 
“works” will also be ‘found perfect 
before him;” not necessarily before our- 
selves, or our fellow-Christians, but be- 
fore him who alone knows the measure 
of our present strength, and will increase 
it, as it is sought in faith, and used in 
faithfulness. 

For in the restricted as well as the en- 
larged sense of that word, ‘‘ The path of 
the JusT is as the shining light, which 
shineth more and more unto the perfect 
day.” | 

Oxford, England, March, i861. 


(Original.] 


THE TWO SWEDISH WOMEN. 


BY Y. 


WE all admire adaptation. If we are 
only on a short journey, we like to meet 
_with a congenial spirit, —the memory is 
pleased to put down something worth 
looking at another time. But how much 
more desirable, that months, or years, are 
passed in agreeable society, where we 
can feel the response of the heart, and 
the look that is interpreted in kindness. 

While passing through “ The Old 
Ladies’ Home,” in our usual weekly 


visit, we found the room where we had 
been accustomed to see a dear Swedish 
woman, was vacated, — we turned across 
the corridor, and found her in another 
room, large enough to accommodate two 
persons, and to our surprise her#inmate 
was also a Swede. Our friend, whom we 
never visited without a smile, and a 
happy look, if not in great pain, laugh- 
ingly said, “I so happy.” She was so 
pleased with her companion, who is a 
Christian, — both loving Jesus, they can 
talk together in their mother tongue, and 
read aloud their own Swedish Bible, — 
talk over the days passed in their native 
land and all its dear associations. We 
thought, how well mated, though not 
from the same place, yet were born not 
far apart. We have felt a holy thrill of 
gratitude when we have come in upon 
our oldest friend, who is much confined 
to her room with cough, sitting, reading, 
and asked, “what book?” With her 
eyes sparkling, and her whole face lighted 
with laughing joy, replied, “ Car vosso! 
Car vosso! he so good,—so good!” 
What a reward, [ thought, for having that 
valuable book translated, if for no one 
else but this dear child of God. — 

She sweetly enjoys love without alloy, 
— cleansed in the blood of sprinkling, — 
she is an Israelite indeed, in whom there 
is no guile. 

She knows in her happy experience 
the benefit of Car vosso’s prompt and 
instantaneous faith in Jesus, and his power 
to fully save. 

When she is not reading or praying, 
she is knitting; and on her mantel-piece 
may be seen several little white baskets, 
the fruit of her labors. 

One day we stepped in upon her while 
she was bowed at the side of her bed,— 
we remained a moment, and left her un- 
disturbed. 

Sweden is the better, as well as our own 
land, for the holy life of that precious 
unassuming disciple of the Lord Jesus, 
who is laid aside from the activities of 
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the world, that, like Anna, she may 
wholly wait upon the Lord. 

When all the jewels are set in the 
diadem of Jesus, how many crowns will 
adorn the brows of those who were on 
the earth, “ little and unknown.” 


NEW YORK CORRESPONDENCE. 


TUESDAY MEETING. 


Many who are in the habit of here 
giving their testimonies in behalf of 
full salvation have given their sons to 
our country in the present crisis. One 


_ mother had parted with two sons, One in 


another State. In putting up the knap- 
sack of one, she placed the little Bible 
there ; on hearing from him, the message 
was, “ Tell mother I'll read the book she 


' put in my knapsack.” 


She had thought if her sons were only 
Christians she could easily part with them, 
but in the midst of her secret queries, this 
was replied to her heart, “Have I not 
kept them all these years?” She an- 
swered, ‘“ Yea, Lord,”—and laid them 
anew on the altar of God and her country. 

A minister said the friendship of Jesus 
had never been so precious to him as in 
the trying exercises of the past week ; he 


thought if his son was a Christian he 


would be at rest about him,— but he now 
can trust him with his sleepless Friend ! 

One spoke of the sweetness of this 
promise, which had been given her in 
time of need years ago, and she had 
proved its efficacy: “ Thou wilt keep him 
in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on 
thee, because he trusteth in thee.” 

She found it was her duty to keep her 


mind stayed on God in all emergencies, 


and in that condition she was kept in per- 


_ fect peace; she rejoiced in the present 


application of the blood of Christ. Two 
found perfect rest in Jesus. 

A layman related that when the Ni- 
agara left the port of New York with the 
Japanese Embassy, nine of her men were 
lovers of Jesus ;— a continued revival on 


board had returned the ship with fifty 
who are Christians. 


A BEAUTIFUL SCENE. 


On Sabbath evening a week ago, after 
sermon in one of the up-town M. E. 
churches, a young man in the chancel 
said he thought it would be well for all 
the young men who were about to leave 
for the army to present themselves at the 
communion-rail. Forty-five responded, 
and kneeled closely around God’s altar ; 
fervent prayer was offered, joined by a 
weeping congregation. | 


TUESDAY MEETING. 


Our country has become a sacred 
theme,— we think of it Sabbath and 
week-day alike, — we pray for it by night 


|and by day. We look up for its safety, and | 


right, and every one’s experience is some- 
how interwoven with our beloved land. 
We may have thought we sometimes, in 
the past, have lacked patriotism, but it is 


‘not so now, all the latent and dormant 


feeling is aroused. One dear woman 
said her mind had been dwelling for the 
past few weeks so much upon the 
promise, “If ye then, being evil, know 
how to give good gifts unto your’ chil- 
dren, how much more shall your Father, 
which is in heaven, give good things to 
them that ask him.” | 

Some one had told her that she could 
put up a box of good things for her boy, 
whom she had willingly given up at his 
country’s call, and it would be taken 
safely to him; and as she stepped about 
with alacrity and joy, to fill the box, this 
promise was ringing in her heart, and 
she thought, “my heavenly Father is 
more willing to give me good things, 
even his Holy Spirit, and to give my boy 
good things from himself too.” Oh, how 
this encouraged her faith! Many wept. 

Another said she had been unwilling 
to give her testimony in this meeting, 
but lately a friend had said to her that 


it was a snare of the enemy to keep her 
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more silent here than elsewhere. She 
pondered this in her heart, and resolved, 
when permitted to come again, she would 
break the snare. She had been a formal 
Episcopalian, — afew years ago went to 
a Methodist meeting,—there heard a 
young female pray, — it greatly affected 
her, — she continued to attend, — went 
to the altar for prayer and was converted. 
Since that time felt the need of purity, 
and now rejoices in the cleansing blood 
of Jesus. She was fully rewarded for 
breaking the snare of the wicked one. 
The aged friend of holiness, Dr. Bangs, 
added his powerful testimony to the 
power of the full salvation of Christ. — 

A young missionary, who is under 
appointment for India, at the close, 
responded to the: heartfelt testimonies 
related, and thrilled our hearts with his 
glowing love and zeal; fully saved at the 
foot of the cross, he is ready for his Mas- 
ter’s service in a heathen land. 


(Original.) 
GENTLE _ WORDS. 


BY ABBIE F. EMERY. 


“Speak gently to the erring. 
Ye know not all the power, 
With which the dark temptation came, 
In some unguarded hour.”’ 


GENTLE words. They fall, like dew 
upon the parched and drooping flowers 
and withering leaves, cooling the fever 
of the human heart, and allaying the 
burning passions of the frail offspring of 


sin and sorrow; they find their way 


into the bosom of affliction like balm into 
the bleeding wound, assuaging pain and 
grief alike, till we exclaim, all is well 
once more! They.are the gift of Jesus 
to the drooping, suffering, dying poor. 
They are offered to earth’s most weary 
ones to givé them joy and peace and 
rest. | 

- Where, O where, in the wide, cold 
world is there a sound more sweetly wel- 
come,— more softly melodious than a 


gentle word, — than the outbreathing of 
a kind and gentle heart. Then, who 
would stay them? who bestow unwill- 
ingly a gentle word to help the weary 
and tired traveler on? Who, ah who, 
would not breathe a kind, a soothing and 
gentle word for Christ’s sake? 

I was but a child in years, — scarcely 
fourteen, — and naturally impulsive and 
ardent, affectionate and rather willful. I 
had erred in some way, and caused my 
devoted mother pain. It was not an 
unusual thing for me to commit a thought- 
less act, but my heart was not hard; I 
loved to do right, but had not the moral 
or spiritual determination. I had com- 
mitted an error.. My mother was sadly 
tried and afflicted. She talked with me 
very seriously and sternly, aud endeav- 


ored to impress me with a deep and just | 
sense of the rebellion of my proud and 


willful heart. I do not know what actua- 
ted me, but I sat unmoved and perfectly 
impenitent. Naturally tender and easily 
influenced, I was to-day rebellious, cold, 
and haughty. My mother’s advice was 
so tender, yet so firm and womanly, that 
it was strange I did not at once burst 
into tears, and, throwing my arms around 
her neck, beg her forgiveness, nor rest 
till all was well once more. My indiffer- 
ence was by far more sad than the act 
which prompted the chastisement. My 
mother solemnly and feelingly prayed that 
God would look upon me with pity, and 
melt me into love and perfect obedience ; 
prayed with all her heart that her dar- 
ling child might be taken into the blessed 
fold of Christ Jesus, the all pure and 
holy. 

Oh, that short, tearful prayer! I feel 
its solemn power over my spirit even 


now ; I feel its sweet, impressive warmth — 


through my too worldly heart; I feel the 
blessing that was then so strongly craved 
for me. Oh, how have I felt its influence 
since, though then I owned it not. A 
friend entered at the moment when I 
would have spoken of penitence. I crept 
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softly away to a shadowy corner, where, 
unperceived, I laid my head, my weary, 
aching head upon a chair and tried to 


powers. The lady who had entered was 


an intimate friend of my mother’s, and a 


woman of deep and tender sympathies, 
and withal, possessed of a high moral 
and religious character. She perceived 
the sorrow of my mother, and tenderly 
inquired the cause. 

How breathlessly I listened. How 
eagerly I drank in every low word till 
my whole frame shook with emotion, and 
my young heart seemed ready to burst. 
Those, gentle words, how they thrilled my 
soul, and found their way into my hitherto 
impenitent heart. The dark and im- 
penetrable cloud seemed bursting. I saw 
with a startled vision why my dear 
mother felt my sin so deeply. My breath 
came hot and feverish over my parched 
lips, as I listened to the intense and 
agonizing desire for me to be a Chris- 
| tian. 

I heard the lady say: “I had a dear 
| brother. He was the pride of our house- 
| hold, the joy of all our hearts, for he was 
| full of life and gladness and song. Oh, 
| | how we loved him! he became our idol. 


We thought him all that was high and 
pure and noble. We listened to his 
words of frolic as though it were an in- 
spiration. We gave heed to all his light 
| and thoughtless acts, as though they were 
| - something too bright for earth; ay, we 
grew profane in our idolatry, and as we 
sowed so we had to reap. My proud and 
beautiful brother became a very outcast 
in his wickedness. 
j _ “Tn our foolish weakness we had made 
In our blindness 
_. we had awakened in him a spirit of 
tyranny, and a disposition to bend all 


that came within the pale of his influence 


to his own ungovernable will. Oh, God! 
were we not justly and sufficiently pun- 
ished! How low had our idol fallen, — 
how suddenly and how low! But I spoke 


think, tried to collect my half-distracted 


to him only in the same gentle tones of 
old, and soothed him as I had been wont 
to do when he was sick. Years passed on 
in this way and I despaired not, though 
mother, father, ¢brothers, and sisters all 
gave him up, saying, in their utter aban- 
donment of grief, ‘Oh, what have we 
done, what great sin have we committed, 
that God should forsake our most beauti- 
ful one!’ Alas! they did not feel as I 
did, that his ruin was the work of our 
own misguided selves,— the result of 
our blind idolatry. But so it was. God 
forgive us our rash and pitiable weakness. 

“ Sickness at last laid its blight upon my 
too fair and, alas, too frail flower, — the 
brightest amid all our household; and 
for weeks and months he languished 
‘upon a bed of pain, the most acute and 
frightful i in its terrific power. 

“How. closely I watched by him all 
through those: long, long days, and still 
longer nights, — how eagerly I listened 
for a-word, a look of recognition, or a 
little smile to prove that peace was steal- 
ing into that poor bleeding heart. 

“ But still 1 was doomed to disappoint- 
ment. No smile parted those dear lips, 
no light of reason came into the once 
beautiful eye, now wildly frightful in its 
glare, while the whole expression told of 
the most terrible suffering. Very fearful 
and despairing was this retribution. I 
grew pale and thin in my anxiety and 
close confinement, and could hardly re- 


visible. The crisis had come. We 
scarcely breathed in our eagerness to 
catch the first words of hope from our 
experienced physician. 

‘*W ould he live for God, or for the world 
as he had done so long? If for him to 
die now would be gain, could I give him 
willingly ? Could I say, though I have 
lived only in his smiles, yet if it seem 
best in thy sight, O God, take him? 
The answer came at last, though it 
swelled my heart to bursting, ‘ Lord, not 


my will, but thine be done.’ 


cognize myself. At last, a change was 
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“T felt like a changed being. Hence- 
forth I would live to the glory of God; 
I would devote my life to the great work 
of regeneration, as far as God laid it in 
my power, as a timid woman todo. ‘He 
will live !’ 

“ Oh! how the words thrilled my frame, 
awakening in my breast emotions so new 
and strange, I hardly knew whether it 
were pain or pleasure, so intense was the 
feeling. My brother lived. He was 
changed. He left his room an humble 
devoted Christian. Oh, how my heart 
swells at the thought! and what happi- 
ness there was in store for me, — for me, 
a poor, shortsighted incompetent being. 
He came to my room, and, clasping my 
hand within his pale white palm, drew 
me upon my knees and poured out~his 
soul in grateful prayer and _ thanks. 
There was crowded into that little hour 
happiness enough to last a lifetime. I 
wonder that my heart did not burst with 
its great weight of joy. And all this he 
assured me again and again was the re- 
sult of my patient kindness and gentle 
words. Had it not been for these, I 
should long since, in my blindness, have 
wandered far from my home, and God 
knows where I should have laid my dying 
head, or what would be my future. You 
pillowed my weary head upon your faith- 
ful breast, and poured the balm of gentle 
words into my weak, weak heart, and — 
I am saved!” The lady paused, for 
tears forbade her utterance. Again she 
spoke: “ You, my dear’ friend, have made 


_ an idol of your child. Do this no more. 


Give her wholly to God, and he will 
bless you, and, I doubt not, make her all 
you can wish her to be. Trust in God! 
Watch and pray, and he will reward you 
with exceeding joy.” 

I still crouched in my corner with my 
head low on my cold and trembling 
hands. The hot tears were chasing each 
other unbidden over my cheeks, my full 


heart was relieving itself in an abundance 


of grief. Those gentle words had broken 


up all my pride, had changed me into an 


humble penitent; ay, they had done for 
me that which solemn sternness would 
never have accomplished,— they had 
bowed me to the dust. Still lower upon 
the floor I sank, and in my poor, incom- 
petent way begged God, for Christ’s 
sake, to pardon and forgive me all my 
sin and fold me close, close to the bosom 
of his undying love! Then — 


“ Speak gently of the erring, — 
Oh! do not thou forget, 
However darkly stained by sin, 
. He is thy brother yet; 
Heir of the self-eame heritage, 
Child of the self-same God, 
He hath but stumbled in-the path 
Thou hast in weakness trod.” 


‘THY WAY, NOT MINE. 


Having met with this beautiful and truthful poem, I am 
anxious that all, in whose reach I can place it, may be 
benefited by it. It should be studied by every parent, and 
instilled into the memory of every child, as one of the 
great rules of a successful life. Parents teach it to your 
children, and require them to repeat it to you once a week 
at least, and God will cause itto bring forth the sweetest 


fruit. M. M. JOHNSOX. 


Try way, not mine, O Lord, 

- However dark it be; 

Lead me by thine own hand, 
Choose out the path for me. 


Smooth let it be or rough, 
It will be still the best; 

Winding or straight, it matters not, 
It leads me to thy rest. F 


I dare not choose my lot; 
I would not, if I might; 
Choose thou, for me, my God, 
So shall I walk aright. 


The kingdom that I seek 
Is thine; so let the way 

That leads to it be thine, 
Else I must surely stray. 


. Choose thou for me my friends, 
My sickness, or health ; 
Choose thou my cares for me, 


My poverty or wealth, 


Not mine, not mine the choicé, 
In things or great or small; 

Be thou my Guide, my Strength, ’ 
My Wisdom, and my All. 
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(Original. 
NIGHT. 


BY HARRIETTE. 


WeELcomE, the night’s soft dewy shade, 
_ When stars have filled the upper deep; 
For heavenly contemplation made, 

And not alone to sleep or weep. 


When sleep forsakes our wakeful eyes, 
Amid the shadows of the night; 

Full oft do glorious visions rise, 
Upon our raptured inner sight. 


Fair Bethlehem’s star did not arise, 
To shed its glorious rays of light, 
Along Judea’s eastern skies, 
Till day was lost in sable night. 


And so, when sunny days are ours, 
We think not of the light divine; 
Till God, our earthly light obscures, 
That we may see his glory shine. 


Let earthly sun and stars grow dim, 
Too long I’ve sought their fitful light; 

Henceforth, my praise shall be of him 
Who giveth songs in darkest night. 


Welcome all other stars to fade, 
If Bethlehem’s star, with light divine, 
Will shed its influence o’er my head, 
And in my bosom sweetly shine. 


Come in, thou lovely star, come in, 
And shine my darkness all away ; 

Search out and banish every sin, 
And shine unto the perfect day. 


BE THOROUGH. 


Ir you are making efforts to promote 
revivals, as we trust you are, let your work 
be done thoroughly. A surgeon who cuts 
out a cancer, but, for fear of hurting the 
patient, leaves enough of the roots remain- 
ing to keep the disease alive, until it 
finally proves fatal, would be severely cen- 
sured. If your own beloved child were 


_ the sufferer, you would say, “ Never mind 


the screams, doctor, make a perfect cure.” 

But few men have sufficient nerve to 
make skillful surgeons, —none without a 
mighty baptism of the Spirit of God, have 
enough to deal faithfully with souls. It 
requires courage, and a large degree of 
disinterested love to say to those whose 
outward life is in the main correct, and 


-|ings of the Holy Spirit. 


who are making a creditable profession of 
religion, and yet who, as you have every 
reason to believe, have “Jost their first 
love,” and now have a name to live while 
they are dead, that they are in danger of 
being lost. But.deal faithfully with them. 
Be kind, but firm. Tell them weeping, 
that they are the “enemies of the cross of 
Christ.” If saved they will love you. 
They will be your truest and firmest 
friends. If they reject your warning and 
turn away in anger, the smiles of Jesus 
upon your well-meant endeavors will more 


-|than compensate you for the losses you 


incur. Unswerving fidelity is the price 
which every one must pay for his friend- 
ship. 


BE THOROUGH WITH PENITENTS. 


Do not heal slightly. One of the most 
critical periods in the history of an immor- 
tal soul, is when it is under the awaken- 
Under such 
circumstances one needs help. The 


~teonvicted Saul is sent for instruction to 


the converted Ananias. If the penitent 
be not dealt faithfully with, he will, in all 
probability, soon be in a much more hope- 
less condition than he ever was before. 
A few years will find him either a con- 
firmed sceptic, or a Pharisee, a sectarian 
and a bigot. He will be too far off to be 
reached, or too strongly fortified to be 
wounded by the sword of the Spirit. As, 
then, you love souls, and would not be 
held responsible for their eternal damna- 
tion, deal faithfully with them. Insist 
upon a repentance that goes to the very 
bottom,— that leads the sinner to the 
abandonment of all sin, and that prompts 
to restitution to every human being that 
has been wronged, no matter how long 
ago, or to how small an extent. — 

In the-court of heaven, = 


“One may not be pardoned 
_And retain the offence.” | 


Confession is one of God’s conditions of 
forgiveness. And the confession must be 
as broad as the offence. If we have trans- 
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gresged against our fellow-men as well as 
against our Maker, confession to God alone 
will not answer. Humbling as it may be, 


former years, when the love of God was 
shed abroad in their hearts, ‘ by the Holy 
Ghost given unto them.” They become 


we must acknowledge our fault to thé | Coulirwned Pharisees, —_self-complacent 
persons we have wronged, and make all bigots, determined opponents of the real 


the reparation in our power. 


Insist upon | work of God. Deal faithfully then with 


it. Bring God’s truth upon this point to backsliders. The command of Jesus to 


bear upon the conscience. 


one who had lost his first love was, “ Re- 


Tell the penitent what God says about member therefore from whence thou art 


nonconformity to the world, — how pride | 


will just as certainly exclude one from the 
kingdom of heaven, as any other sin. 


Ask those who evidence a desire for salva- | with your most devoted co-laborers. 


fallen, AND REPEAT, AND DO THE FIRST 
WORKS.” 


Be thorough with your own heart, and 
If the 


tion if they are willing, in dress, as in all ‘revival influence begins to subside before 


other things, to conform themselves to the 


the congreg ation generally, except such 


pees of God. The issues of life | as persistently resist the Spirit of God, 


d death are often suspended on very 
ail matters. A little spark, escaping 
through a little opening in a chimney may 
kindle a large fire. A small breach in the 
wall may admit the enemy that destroys a 
large and powerful city. So a little sin 


are saved, persuade the laborers to humble 
themselves a little lower at the foot of the 
cross,and get a deeper baptism of the 
Holy Spirit. 
Just as long as that result can be secured 


the work of God will go on. 


There is 


may bring to nought the most promising nothing that convicts sinners like a 


beginnings i in religion. 

Deal fuithfully with backsliders. 

They may be pardoned. But they 
must seek forgiveness like other sinners. 
It is a commcn and fatal mistake to 
encourage -backsliders to hope that they 
may, by discharging religious duties, 
“ grow up” into the enjoyment of religion. 
They commence praying, attending upon 
the ordinances, and supporting the church, 
and soon mistake the self-complacency | 
they feel in the discharge of a duty, for 
the favor of God ; and the greater fluency 
_ with which, from practice, they are enabled 
to speak and pray, as an evidence of 
“ growth in grace.” They feel quite proud 
of the dead uniformity in their religious 
experience, which results from their desti- 
tution of the Holy Spirit, and congratu- 
late themselves that they do not have such: 
“ups and downs” as others do. Their 


want of feeling they call “living by prin- | 


ciple,” and as the devil does not tempt 
them as he did when they were really in 
the way to heaven, they conclude that 
they are more pious than they were in 


| 


thorough breaking down among pronase 
Be thorough ‘then. Work for eternity ! 
God help us! — Earnest Christian. 
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PLEASING GOD. 


BY PRESIDENT FINNEY. 


Many persons profess to consecrate all 
to God. This they will do at the commu- 
nion table: this they will kneel down 
solemnly and profess to do in the house of 
God, in their closets, or at the family 
altar; and then immediately go away, 
and go right to pleasing themselves, and 


pursue their own plans of self-gratifica~ 


tion just as they did before. Practically, 
they have made no change whatever in 
their lives. They go right away and carry 
out all, the schemes of ‘self- pleasing upon 
which: they had settled. 

Here isa person who has promised at 
the communion table to live wholly to 
please the Lord. The next day I find 
him startin off on an excursion of pleasure, 


or in pursuit of some selfisheobject. I ask 


Set them the example. 
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him, How is this? have you got the mind 
and will of God in this? and has he 
required this at your hands? 

He will reply, I had calculated upon 
this course, had laid my plans for this for 
some time past ; I thought I might as well 
execute it now as at any future time. I 
reply: so you did not mean anything yes- 
terday when you professed to lay all upon 
the altar, when you syore at the table of 
the Lord to do all for his glory and to aim 
in all things at pleasing him. Practically, 
then, you have made no change in your 
self-pleasing arrangements. You purpose 
still to carry out all your plans for self- 

atification. Here you are deliberately 

all the plans that you’ had laid to 
please yourself, and this is your religion ! 
This is all you intended by your consecra- 
tion! This is what you meant when you 
swore with the elements of Christ’s 
broken body and shed blood in your 
hands, that you would not live to please 
yourself, but would live wholly to please 
God! Yesterday was Sabbath, — you 
swore solemnly to live every day of your 
future life wholly to please the Lord. 
But to-day you are executing your projects 
of self-pleasing. To-morrow you have 
something else planned for pleasing your- 
self; and next day, and the next; and so 
you deceive yourself. ‘To-day I meet you 
here. I ask, brother, how came you 
here? Your answer amounts to this, I 
came here to please myself. But you ask, 
what harm is there in it? P answer, in 
you, there is infinite harm in it, for you 
don’t mean to please God. And thus you 
think you are religious, and go about what 
you call a religious life; but with the 
supreme intention of pleasing yourself. 
After all, how little real, honest, consecra- 
tion to God there seems to be: 

But after all we can well afford to live 
to please God ; for the more singly we aim 
at pleasing him, the more truly and surely 
do we really please ourselves. We do not 
aim in this to please ourselvess; but, not- 
withstanding. we do gain our own appro- 


bation. We aim at pleasing God, and not 
man. We therefore care comparatively 
little what man thinks of what we do; if 
God approve, it is enough. The soul is 
quiet under that consideration, is peaceful » 
and calm as a summer evening sea. It 
becomes crucified unto the world and the 
world unto it; it pleases God; it is 
adjusted to his will ; it meets his pleasure. 
He smiles his approbation, and ‘all is peace. 


A HYMN. 


Hencr, lying world, with all thy care, . 

With all thy shows of good and fair, |{ | 
Of beautiful and great! 

Stand with thy slighted charms aloof, 

Nor dare invade my peaceful roof, ® 


Or trouble my retreat. 


Far from thy mad fantastic ways, 
I here have found a resting-place 
Of poor wayfaring men; 
Calm as the hermit in his grot, 
I here enjoy my happy lot, 
And solid pleasure gain. 


Along the hill or dewy mead, 
In sweet forgetfulness I tread, 
Or wander through the grove; 
As Adam in his native seat, 
In all his works my God I mect, 
The object of my Owes : 


I see his beauty in the flower; 
‘To shade my walks and deck my bower, 
His love and wisdom join. 
Him in the feathered choir I hear, 
And own, while all my soul is ear, 
The music is divine! 


In yon unbounded plain I see 
A sketch of his immensity, 

Who spans these ample skies; _ 
Whose presence makes the happy place, 
And opens in the wilderness 

A blooming paradise. 


Oh would he now himself impart, 
And fix the Eden in my beart, 
‘The sefise of sin forgiven; 
How should I then throw off my load, 
And walk delightfully with God, 
And follow Christ to heaven. 
Charles Wesley. 


He who knows himself has opnasinn 


for much modesty. 
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JULY, 


1861. 


PERFECT LOVE—DELAYING ITS ATTAIN- 
MENT. 


Most Christians profess a desire to be holy, — 
as holy as it is their duty and privilege to be. 
But they do not desire the attainment of the 
blessing now; or, rather, they are not ready to 
comply, at the present moment, with the condi- 
tions of itsattainment. There is, with too many, 
always something future connected with their 
purposes concerning it. As do sinners with re- 
gard to seeking renewing grace, they are ever 
ready to exclaim, notnow! They have lands to 
see, Oxen to prove, Ora new married wife to en 
gage the attention, and they pray that they may 
be excused. They plead too, that their tempera- 
ments are peculiar, but they do not show how 
these can be made better, by their neglect of the 
highest attainments of divine grace. Their cir- 
cumstances, they urge. are unfavorable to the se- 
curing and maintenance of perfect love, though 
they know that holiness, whether of low or high 
degree, is not of circumstances but of grace. 
They allow themselves to be stumbled by the al- 
leged mysterious or inexplicable nature of the 
blessing, notwithstanding they profess to have 
come into the possession of the new birth, of 
whose nature they could know nothing, until 
they learned it by grace through faith; thus ig- 
noring the teachings of their own experience, 
that we cannot understand spiritual things until 
we become spiritual through the mercy, and by 
compliance with the conditions, appointed by 
God in his gospel. Again, some pause at the diffi- 
culty of retaining this grace, and venture hesi- 
tatingly, intimations concerning the backslidings 
and false professions of many of its friends, 
hesitatingly, because they evidently feel how sad- 


ly insufficient, and how glaringly inconsistent’ 


these excuses are. But, passing by these evasions, 
we urge the immediate attainment of perfect 
love upon all Christians — 

Because the Word and the Spirit of God, say now. 
The command, *‘ Thou shalt love the Lord thy 
God with all thy heart,” and the prayer, ‘ The 
very God of peace sanctify you wholly,’’ and the 
promise, ‘I will sprinkle you with ¢lean water, 
and you shall be clean,’’ have a present applica- 
tion, or they are too indefinite to have any mean- 
ing. And the Holy Spirit concurs in this as he 
does in all teaching of the Word. If his voice 


were heard, the entire sanctification of the soul 
would not, we are persuaded, be far removed, in 
| point of time, from its new birth. How soon, 
after the first gush of joy in the converted heart, 
does he begin to show its remaining corruption. 
By his strivings, the young convert begins to 


groan for a full deliverance. The suggestions of 
the devil, aided by the false standard of holy 
living, and the false teachings of too many 
Christians, prevent the Holy Ghost from applying 
the Word so to the new-born soul, as to bring it 
unto the full liberty of the gospel. We appeal to 
acknowledged facts to prove that this is the ex- 
perience of most Christians at the beginning of 
their spiritual life. That some, obeying the Word 
and the Spirit, secure the immediate cleansing, 
we are fully assured. But lately, a case in point, 
occurred under our observation. A young man 
was brought under renewing grace. There was 
nothing noticable in his case, except it be the 
fact, that he was surrounded by Christian friends 


who taught him that he must live as a Christian, .. 


a life of entire consecration and of momentary 
faith. This being but the echo of what God was 
teaching him, he entered at once into perfect 
love. Nearly a year has passed since this oo- 
curred,and his experience during that time was 


stated to us, a few days ago, in nearly the follow- - 
ing words: ‘1 ama wonder to myself. God has . 


led me in a surprising manner. I am conqueror, 
through him, in all things. Every thing has 
gone well with me since I gave my heart to 
God.” * But,” we interposed, ‘do you have no 
trials?”” “O yes, but 1 cast them upon God.” 
‘* And your business,’ we asked, for he had just 
assumed business responsibilities,—‘‘does not that 
perplex you?’’ ‘No, for I refer it, in every par- 
ticular, to God. It seems tome that F have God 
to assist mein the smallest as well as the most 
important work of my hand; I ask him to aid in 
‘doing my jobs,’ and he does so. The other day I 
could not collect money enough to pay tay board, 
though I had much owing to me. I did not try to 
borrow it, but laid the matter before God in 
prayer; and, before night, all that present ne- 
ceasities required was paid me.” But, we ven- 
tured to suggest, you have been favored in worldly 
matters. You have been unexpectedly thrust 
into an excellent chance for business. ‘* Well,” 


he replied, ‘‘ God has tried me on this point. I 
thought, at one time, after the arrangements 


were nearly completed, that I had lost the oppor- 
tunity altogether. But I cast the matter upon 
God, and was at perfect peace, and,’’ he added, 
calmly, but in a decided tone, ‘‘ I can give it all 
up now without a struggie. All I have and am 
is God’s.” 

Such, certainly, might be the early experience 
of every convert. Such is the duty and privilege 
of all now, and this would be their present ex- 
perience, but for the soul- fest roying habit of de- 
laying the blessing. 4 


WHAT OF THE NIGHT? 


In the night of our national or personal ca- 
lamities, we should seriously inquire, What of i? 
It affords much occasion for thought. In its 
every aspect, the individual Christian should 
feel that he is personally concerned; but chiefly, 
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perhaps, to ascertain what his present duty is, in 
reference to it. The night of affliction, of dis- 
may and confusion, is the time of drawing nearer 


toGod. Itisa timein which we should seek to 


be ‘‘ exercised thereby,’’ that ourchastening may 
yield ** the peaceable fruit of righteousness.” 

We further remark, more specifically, that such 
a night, 7s not atime for sleep. It was not made, 
like the absence of the natural sun, for men to 
lay aside Jabor and care, and lie down in refresh- 
ing forgetfulness. Every sense should be awake, 
every grace should® be expanded and strength- 
ened, and every means of spiritual progress im- 
‘proved. 

But especially, should the night be a time of 
searching self-examination. It is permitted to try 
us, that we may know what manner of spirit we 


; are of. Outward prosperity has been taken from | 
us, that we may turn our thoughts away from men 


and time, to God and eternity. We have looked 
around upon our great prosperity, and, in our 
heart have felt, perhaps, if by our lips we have 
not said, our wisdom hath gotten us this. We 
must learn that we are essentially weak and de- 
pendent. Wherein we have sinned, we must be 
sorrowful, confess and forsake. 

The darkness is favorable for spiritual vision. 
Wecan not see worldly good, but we may see 


_ our errors and the hand of a Father upon us. 


Again, the night isa time of danger. The foe is 
indeed ever active; but he is especially so, when 
the mind is unusually exercised by joy or sorrow. 
Be sure he will come in the night. He will come 
to stir up evil passions, to beget distrust, and thus 
to blind the spiritual vision. Let us therefore be 
sober, watéhing unto prayer. And finally, we 
should not forget, that though there may bea 
night following many a glad morning, yet the 
morning will finally triumph over the night. To 
a country humbled, penitent, and finally true to 
its God, shall the day dawn. The more sincere, 
deep, and speedy the humility, the speedier and 
clearer will come the day. And so of the indi- 
vidual. Let the Christian especially, not despond. 
God reigneth. He even giveth songs in the night. 
Let us praisehim. | 


SCRIPTURE CABINET. 


THE OF GOD'S PLEASURES. 


“Thou shalt hon to drink of the river of 
pleasures.” Ps. xxxvi. 8. 


THE pleasures of which the Psalmist here 
speaks, are God's pleasures, because they are such 


as he gives. They are clearly distinguished from P 
those afforded by the world. His pleasures are 


suited to our mental and moral condition. They 
satisfy. The world’s, dazzle for a time, promise 
much, and depart soon, leaving sorrow behind. 
They are God’s pleasures too, because they are 
kindred to those of which he partakes. Small 


— 


indeed are the pleasures of God’s people, in com- 
parison with those of the Infinite Mind; but they 
are of the same nature. They may say — 


‘‘A drop of that unfathomed sea is ours, 
A drop derived from thee.” 


It is a ‘‘ river of pleasures,’? because they ever 
flow in the trusting heart. And it may be said 
of it, as cf the “river of the water of life,’ that 
it ‘“‘proceedeth out of the throne of God and 
the Lamb.”’ It is therefore ‘‘ pure” and ‘clear 
as crystal,” Rev. xxii.l. God being its foun- 
tain, it is perfect in character, exhaustless in 
quantity, and endless in duration. Being fed by 
the tributary streams of strengthening faith, in- 
creasing love, and ever growing activity of labor, 


in the service of God, this river of pleasures will 


‘widen and deepen for ever and ever. 

Of its joy-bestowing waters, a sorrowing world 
might be partakers. “Let him that is athirst 
come; and whosover will let him come.” — 


A CLEAB AND IMPORTANT INJUNCTION. 
** Search the Scriptures.” John v. 39. 


1. Search them as God’s Word. We are little 
profited by them, unless wé recognize fully their 
divine authority. When they speak, it should 
be to us as if we stood, as did Moses, face to face 
with God; or as if we sat with the disciples on 
the Mount of Beatitudes, and heard him who 
spake as never man spake. The whole Scriptures 
are to be regarded as divine. A disparagement 
of one part is a letting down of the moral force 
of the whole. So let us search, from Genesis to 
Revelation, as a voyager on a sea of continuous 
beacon-lights, observes narrowly all, though 


‘some shine more clearly than others, marking 


the headlands of his progress towards the haven 
to which they all guide him. 

2. They should be searched in early life. A 
child needs to learn from the first dawn of con- 
scious being, not only its parents’ name, but his 
spirit and character, — the goodness that he daily 
shows, the love that he cherishes, and the duty 
that he requires. He must grow up into a knowl- 
edge of these, drink into their spirit, and feel 
their power. So should it be with those who are 
to be sons of God. They can not learn too soon 
nor too perfectly the privileges and duties of their 
adoption and heirship. 

The early Christian life, as well as every step of 
its progress, should be marked by a searching of 
the Scriptures. Thus the seeds of renewing grace 
will take deep root, and Herp into precious 
and abundant fruit. 

8. The Scriptures should be seatohed daily. To 
say we have no time, is an insult to God anda 
trifling with our soul’s salvation. The man who 
finds no time to eat his daily food, destroys his 
health. He who does not take time to feed daily 
upon the Word of Life, trifles away his spiritu- 
ality. 
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4. They should be searched in course. This 
does not preclude the occasional selection of such 
portions as may suit special occasions, or peculiar 
frames in our Christian pilgrimage. The devout 
and believing George Miiller, declares his aver- 
sion to the ‘skip and hop”? method of reading 
the Bible. Since it is all given by inspiration, it 
is all profitable. If every Christian in the land, 
brought the whole Scriptures in devout review 
before his mind, once in six months, there would 
be shown a wonderful advance in the church in 
the knowledge and experience of divine things. 

5. The Scriptures may be searched profitably, 
by the hard study of the real student. No book 


_ will bear so thorough a searching. Much of its 


treasure lies upon the surface; yet much is re- 
vealed to those only who mine. The help of Bi- 
ble-Dictionary and Atlas, books of travels, ju- 
diciously selected commentaries, and a knowl- 
edge of Hebrew and Greek, may be of great value. 
Yet even the Biblical student as well as all others 
may do well at times, to search for its wealth, 
through the reading simply of the common Bi- 
ble. 

6. Let the Scriptures be searched in a spirit of 
faith and prayer. Seek the Holy Spirit as an at- 
mosphere in which to study them. He takes the 
things of God and shows them unto us. 


MADE WHOLE BY CHRIST. 
* Jesus Christ maketh thee whole.” Acts ix. M4. 


Let the seeker after entire sanctification, ever 
keep the eye of his faith onthis greattruth. The 
efficient cause is Christ. The leper may dip seven 
times in Jordan, and the blind man may anoint 
his eyes with clay, but without the divine word, 
their infirmities remain. The amount and kind 
of intervening agency, is Christ’s appointment. 
He who would be made whole, must carefully, 
and with much prayer, regard his will in this 


matter, and leave to himall the rest. It may be 


assumed as a fundamental principle of the divine 
economy in this great work, that man’s part is 
simple, ever practicable, and ever easy, to the 
willing and obedient heart. When he complies 
with the conditions assigned him, delievingly, God, 
just then, maketh him whole! Reader, ‘‘ Wilt 
thou be made whole?” If so, ‘‘ Jesus Christ 
maketh thee whole.”’ | 


THE HELP OF GOD’S COUNTENANCE. 


“Why art thou cast down, O my soul, and why art thou 
disquieted within me? Hope thou in God; for I shall yet 
praise him for the help of his countenance.” Ps. xlii. 5. 


Like most true believers, the Psalmist had his 
times of despondency. He was ‘“ cast down, but 
not in despair.”. At such times, his soul panted 


after God, “* As the hart panteth after the water- 


brooks!’ (Verse 1.) Hedid not sit down and 


_ yield up his soul to the power of the devil. He 


did not spend his breath in complaints to his 


brethren, but he turned his eye to God, and 
pressed after him, as the panting hart follows the 
signs of the refreshing brook. To aid his pur- 
suit of God’s helping favor, he called to mind the 
time when he ‘*‘ had gone with the multitude to 
the house of God, with the voice of joy and 
praise.’ (Verse 4.) Such a recollection would, 
inspire his faith. God Aad made him glad, and 
he was an unchangeable God. He expected help 
not from man, but in ‘‘the countenance” of 
God. One smilefrom him was gladness itself. 
It was “ health.”’ (Verse 11.) It was a defense. 
For who dared to assail him when God was his 
friend’? It was strength, for what could he not 
do, encouraged by such favor? And let it be re- 
membered, by every desponding Christian, that 
the Psalmist never allowed a doubt that he should 
‘yet praise him” for the help of his counte- 
nance. 


=> 


BDITOR’S DRAWER. 


RESTITUTION — QUESTIONS ANSWERED. 


A CORRESPONDENT subscribing himself “ In- 
quirer,”’ asks several questions as follows: — 

1. Suppose a man fails in business, pays 40 cts. 
on the dollar, and is legally exonerated, but 
afterwards is able to pay the deficit; can he be 
child of God, and not pay it? _ | 

If this question must be answered tetegorically, 
yes or no, we should say, no; but, in point of 
fact, the rule of duty must bind to special cir- 
cumstances in each case. 1. Some of the credit- 
ors may have disappeared or deceased, so that 
there is now, in so far, no claimant. 2. Some of 
the creditors may be able and willing to donate 
the deficit duethem. 3, There may be aquestion 
whether the bare possession of enough to pay ar- 


‘rears ofthe kind alluded to, by sacrificing all the 


debtor has, including furniture, implements, Jibra- 


ry, and such like, brings with it the duty tocancel | 


the old claims by making such sacrifice: but we 
can not doubt that a right-minded map, will be 
keenly alive to the claims of honor, in all such 
cases. 

2. Suppose A., in a business transaction with 
B , has taken advantage of circumstances to de- 
fraud the latter. B.dies at length Can A. be 
a Christian, and not pay B’s heirs the smount? 
and ought interest to be paid, as well as princi- 
pal, on all, from the date of the transaction? 

The moral complexion of the act of the debtor 
in this case, is very different from that of the one 
above supposed: butethe duty of restitution is 
substantially the same in the two cases. That. 


the person originally defrauded is now dead, can 


not affect the validity of the claim, if there be 
representatives of the claim within reach. The 
claim being valid, interest is of course due upon 
it, at the rate per cent which money has borne 
during the period between the fraud and the res- 
titution, in the place where the defrauded party 


i 


“« 


| 
| 
| 
| 
ig 
1 
j 
1% 
| 
| ia 
| 
» 
| | 
| | 
| he 
| 
| 
| 
‘ 


——-- 


34 GUIDE ‘TO 


HOLINESS. 


has resided. If there be no living represen- 
tative of the claim, still, the money does not be- 
long to A., and he is solemnly bound to divest 
himself of it, by devoting it to some charitable 
institution, or by giving it forth, in judicious dis- 
tribution to the poor. 

‘8. Suppose a man has robbed another, and is 
able, by giving all he has,to repay. Can he bea 
child of God, and pay back a fourth ora portion; 
proposing to continue to pay so much at stated 
times until all is paid? or must he pay back all, 
and all at once? 

Here the indebted party must be supposed to 
be more deeply guilty than the transgressor in 
the case before supposed, but the general princi- 
pal of restitution is still the same. The question 
of paying all at once, or in instalments, must be 


decided by the circumstances of the case. It may 


not be the duty of a reformed criminal to pub- 
lish his former shame ; and if the present payment 
of all, would so strip him of all he has as to at- 
tract public attention, and thereby Msgrace his 
family in the eyes of all men, the consideration 
might shape the details of the acts of even a holy 
man. In case he should judge it duty, for any 
reason, however, to make restitution in instal- 
ments, rather than in full at once, it ought to be 
done with the consent of his former victim, or 
representative. 

hus saith the Lord, ‘‘ Owe no man any thing. 
Withhold not good from them to whom it is 


due, when it is in the power of thine hand to do} e 


it.” G. 
Utica N. Y , May 3, 1861. 


LINE UPON LINE. 


We aim to give line upon line, with herea little 
and there a little, concerning the great essential 
truths pertaining to holiness of heart. But to 
answer formally, the frequent questions which 
are put to us by correspondents, would make a 
tedious and profitless repetition of the same state- 


ments. The following questions froma respected | 


author, will suffice as an illustration of many. 

1. ** Do the Scriptures teach that there is any 
thing’further to be removed from the heart after 
regeneration? If so, what?’ We refer in- 
quirers on this point to an able article in the June 
Guide, on ‘ Sin in Believers,” as well as to recent 
editorials on the same subject. 

2. ** Do the Scriptures teach that we are to be 
convicted the second time, for sins remaining at 
the time of justification?’ Christsays, John xvi. 
8, that when the Comforter is come, “ he will re- 
prove,” Greek, convict, “the world of sin,’ —as 
well doubtless in believers as unbelievers. 
Where sin is, there is the Spirit’s work of convic- 
tion. | 
_ 8. “Do the Scriptures teach that it is necessary 
to have a second application of the blood of 
Jesus, in order to cleanse from the sins —if any 
— which remain at the time of regeneration?” 
The Scriptures address believers, ‘‘ brethren,” 


“saints,” and therefore regenerated and holy 
persons, and promises them a further and perfect 
cleansing from unrighteousness, on specified con- 
ditions. But the entire ground of these questions 
is covered by the articles above referred to, which 
may be studied by those perplexed on these points. 


AWN IMPORTANT ITEM. PLEASE READ. 


We should be pleased to speak to our readers 
solely of things pertaining to fullsalvation. But 
they must hear a word concerning money. Since 
our dues are large, and our receipts have been 
comparatively small, it has become necessary for 
our subscribers to heara word about money, in 


order that they may continue to hear from us 


about salvation. We know that the times are 
hard, and the exhaustive influence of war is 
great, but the cost of our monthly issues does 
not lessen, but rather increases with the em- 
barrassments of other business. Now, our dues 
are, to borrow an expression, dew drops, very 
small individually, but will, if al/ return in little 


‘streams to the fountain at this office, cause our 


spirits to flow more joyously, and our monthly 
issue to continue to bless, as we are assured they 
do, many hearts. What we desire, and havea 
right to expect of our beloved brethren and sig- 
ters in Christ, whose fellowship we have in their 
connection with the Guide, and whose love 
worketh no evil to their neighbors,—the publish- 
rs,— but contrary wise, good, is that they feel for 
us, in their Christian sympathies,.and in their 
purses, to the amount of their several dues, or, to 
so much of it as they may religiously deem our 
part of their means, if those means are not suffi- 
cient for a full payment. We beg not to be for- 
gotten by any. 


CHILDREN’S CORNER. 


THE ADOPTED BIRDS. 
BY REV. JOHN TODD, D.D. 


‘“‘ SwITCH, switch,” went the scythes, as the 


men, early in the morning, were mowing the tall 
grass. Round the field they went, not minding 
the grasshoppers that leaped in terror, or the 
meadow-mice that scampered in the thickest 
grass. By-and-by the owner of the field came to 
them, when one of the men pointed to a little 
stick which he had stuck in the ground, and said 
with a laugh, ‘* We cut all before us.’ 

**No harm, I hope.”’ 

Nothing of consequence. But see!” 

The gentleman went to the stick, and there 
found a poor meadow-lark, with her head cut off 
by the scythe! She was on her nest keeping her 
little young birds warm, and thus the scythe took 
her life. Faithful mother! 

The gentleman took up the nest cuntetebie 
four very small featherless birds. What to do 
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with fhem he knew not. So he carried them 
home, and on his way recollected that near his 
house was a faithful old robin, which had made 
her nest in the cherry-tree, and also that she had 
just begun to set. 

On reaching the tree, there the robin was, to 
be sure. and he knew well that she must have her 
own way. So he watched her. Ina few hours, 
she flew off to get her food. The moment she was 
out of sight, the gentleman climbed up and took 
out the four little blue robin eggs, and put the 
four little larks in their place. Again he took his 
place to watch. 

Ina short time Mrs. Robin came flying back 
to her nest. She went straight to it, and was 
just going to hop into it, when she looked in. She 
raised her wings, and stood in utter amazement. 
A few moments ago she had left eggs, and now 
they were birds! She stood and looked, turning 
her head one way, and then the other, and seem- 
ing to scan thegg very closely. After her amaze- 
ment had gone past, she flew off, and in a few 
moments came back with the male robin. Then 
they both poised themselves, one on each side of 
the nest, and looked in most earnestly. with 
raised wings. Sure enough, it was even so! 
They were birds and not eggs! Then they began 
to chatter, as if talking the matter over, and ex- 
plaining the state of things. How they looked, 
and peered in, and talked! Aftera while they 
flew off ot ee haste. The gentleman feared it 
was now all over with the little orphans, But no: 
In a very few minutes they both retumed, each 
bringing a worm, with which they began to feed 
them! They had adopted them,and from that 
hour they took care of them and raised them. 

Does God take care of birds? Yes. And he 
has promised to take care of his people and their 
little orphan children, as birds take care of their 
young. — Sunday School Times. 


THE CHILD AND THE S8SCEPTIC., 


A LITTLE girl was sitting beside a cottage door, 

And with the Bible on her knee, she conned its 
pages o'er, 

When by there passed a traveller that sultry 
summer day, 


And be some water and a scat to cheer him 
is way. 


“ Come in, sir, pray, and rest awhile,” the little 
maiden cried, 
‘To house a weary traveler is mother’ s joy and 
pride.”’ 
And while he drank the welcome draught and 
-ehatted merrily, 


She sought again the cottage door, cand Bible on 
her knee. 


At length refreshed, the traveller, a sceptic, he 
uproee : 

“ What! reading still the Bible, child? Your les- 
son, I suppose.”’ 


** No lesson, sir,” the girl replied, ‘‘ I have no task 
to learn, 

But often to these stories here with joy and love 
I turn.” 


** And wherefore do you love that book, my little 
maid, I pray, 


And turn its pages o’er and o’er bess livelong 
summer day?’ 


‘Why love the Bible, did you ask? How angry 


sir, you look? 


I thought that every body loved this holy, pre- 
cious Book! ” 


The sceptic smiled, made no reply, and pondering 
traveled on; 


. But in his mind her answer still rose ever and 


anon,— 
‘IT thought all loved the holy Book” ‘ It was 
a strange reply; 
Why do not I then love it too?” he whispered 
with a sigh. 


He mused, resolved, examined, prayed; he looked 
within, above; 

He read, acknowledged it the truth, and worship- 
ed him with love. 

A nobler life from that same hour the sceptic 
proud began, 

And lived and ae many a year, a Bible- 
loving man. 


BOOK NOTICE. 


PeRFEcT LOVE; or, Plain Things for those who 
need them, concerning the Doctrine, Experi- 
ence, Profession, and Practice of Christian 
Holiness. By J. A. Woop, of the Wyoming 
Annual Conference. Boston ; Ii. V. Degen & 
Son, 1861. 


The author says in his preface, that this work is 
written froma Wesleyan stand-point, and teaches 


the Wesleyan interpretation of God’s Word, on 


the subject of Perfect Love. This statement the 
reader will find fullv verified by an examination 
of its contents. It is a complete Encyclopedia of 
Wesleyan teaching on this subject. Quotations 


from its standard authors, both those of its earlier 


and later history, are made, to verify, in connec- 
tion with the Word of God and Christian expe- 
rience, every point stated. Though thus largely 
a compilation, there is, in the main, much origi- 
nality inthe work. It teaches by questions and 
answers. In this respect, as well as in the clear- 


ness and force of its style, it reminds us of the old | 


Wesleyan ** Minutes; this we consider high but 
deserved praise. We doubt whether there is a 
query deserving notice, concerning Perfect Love, 
which is not here discussed. It can not fail to 
be very useful. M. 
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Original.) 
REV. GEORGE MULLER. 


BY REV. Z. A. MUDGE. 


GrorGe was born at Krop- 
penstaedt, Prussia, on the 27th of Sep- 
tember, 1805. His early days did not 
afford a promise of a happy or a useful 
manhood. Mr. Miiller describes the way- 
wardness of this portion of his life with 
characteristic fidelity. At the age of 
seventeen he began to give some atten- 
tion to his studies, and as he evidently 
possessed a superior capacity for learning, 
he soon gained the approbation of his 
teachers, and was able to enter the Uni- 
versity at Halle, at twenty, creditably 
recommended. 


HIS CONVERSION. 


Though young Miiller had partaken of 
the Lord’s Supper twice each year, for 
five years, without any spiritual appre- 
hension of its import, yet even this con- 
nection with this ordinance of the church, 
was, by the divine blessing, made profit- 
able to him. It produced conviction of 
unworthiness. It led to’ efforts, vain in- 
deed, at reformation of life, without a 
change of heart. A dissatisfaction with 
his moral state, increased constantly. In 
November following his removal to Halle, 
as he was returning from a walk with a 
friend and fellow student, the latter re- 
marked that he was accustomed to attend a 
meeting on Saturday evenings, where the 
people read the Bible, sang and prayed, 
and read a printed sermon. Miiller at 
once resolved to attendg It was evidently 
the first meeting of truly converted per- 


prayers, the devoted spirit, and especially 


the cordial interest taken in his soul’s 


_ welfare, by the brethren, deeply im- 

pressed him. He went home with a new 

and strange feeling of peace and joy. 

From this meeting he dates the com- 

mencement of a new life in Christ. The 

inward witness of a divine change soon 
8 | 


became cleat, and his life evinced to the 


world its gracious fruit. a 


HIS REMOVAL TO ENGLAND. 


Dr. Tholuck came to Halle soon after 
Mr. ‘Miiller’s conversion, as professor of 
divinity. His presence occasioned the 
attendance of several evangelical stu- 
dents, and thus Mr. Miiller was provided 
with évangelical instruction, and, to some 
extent, with piougcompanions. He heard 


Dr. Tholuck’s occasional sermons with | 


great spiritual profit, and sometimes 
walked fifteen miles to enjoy the privi- 
leges of hearing a godly minister. 

Mr. Miiller had an early desire to con- 
secrate himself to the missionary work. 
At the suggestion of Dr. Tholuck, he 
offered himself to the London Missionary 
Society for the promotion of Christianity 
among the Jews. He was accepted on 
condition that he would come to London 
and study under the directions of the So- 
ciety for six months. His Universi 


course being completed, he arrived, in. 


compliance with this proposal, in London 
on March 19, 1829. 


A NEW SPIRITUAL LIFE. 


| Mr. Miiller’s health failing soon after 
his arrival in London, he left that city for 
rest and purer air, and visited Teignmouth 
in Devonshire. His sickness and the 
spiritual instruction of brethren from Ex- 
mouth, were owned of God, in answer to 
his special prayer of faith, in giving him a 
wonderful increase of the work of grace. 
He says, “ Never in my whole life had I 
seen myself so vile, so guilty, so altogether 
what I ought not to have been, as at this 


+ gons which he ever attended. The fervent| time. It was as if every sin of which I, ° 


had been guilty had been brought to my 
remembrance; but at the same time I 
could realize that all my sins were com- 
pletely forgiven,— that I was washed and 
made clean, completely clean, in the blood 
of Christ. The result of this was great 


peace. I longed exceedingly to depart 


and be with Christ.” He began now to 
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see the office of the Holy Spirit, and the 
unspeakable richness of the treasury of 
God’s Word, as never before. He re- 
turned to London, and began to work at 
once to bring his fellow-students into the 
enjoyment of the same rich blessing. He 
induced a number of them to meet with 
him, from six to eight in the morning, for 
prayer and the reading of the Scriptures. 
He thus describes the immediate effect of 
these meetings: “One. brother, in par- 
ticular, was brought into the same state 
as myself; others, I trust, were more or 
less benefited. Several times, when I 
went to my room after family prayer in 
the evening, I found communion with God 
so sweet, that I continued in prayer until 
after twelve, and then, béing full of joy, 
went into the room of the brother just re- 
ferred to; and finding him also in a simi- 
lar frame of heart, we continued praying 
until one or two; and even then I was a 
few times so full of joy that I could scarcely 
sleep, and at six in the morning again 
called the brethren together for prayer.” 
The reader will observe the several par- 
ticulars of the history as given above, of 
this special blessing of divine grace given 
to Mr. Miiller. He had, for several pre- 
‘vious years, enjoyed a clear evidence of 
the new birth, and borne the fruits of it in 
self-denying labors for Christ. Then, 
while struggling to know and do God’s 
will fully, he sees the corruption of his 
nature as never before, lays hold of Christ 
by faith, and is filled with peace and joy. 


‘THE WORK OF FAITH. 


Mr. Miiller’s doctrinal sentiments and 
plans of usefulness, were greatly changed 
about this time. He separated himself by 
a friendly arrangement from the Mis- 
sionary Society, and entered at once upon 
the work of the gospel ministry in Devon- 
shire. He had been ordained at the Uni- 
versity, but now felt that a fresh commis- 
sion had been received by him from on 
high. Seals were immediately given to 
his ministry. He preached several times 


at the Ebenezer Chapel in Teignmouth. 
A great stir was the immediate result. 
Some were offended and left, not to re- 
turn; others left, but came back to rejoice 
in what had, at first, repelled them. Many 
came who had not visited often the house 
of God, and were saved through grace. 
He was induced to accept the pastoral 
care of this church in the early part of 
1830. His salary was to be two hundred 
and fifty dollars.* Soon after his marriage, 
in November, he began to entertain con- 
scientious scruples in reference to receiv- 
ing a stated salary, or of even asking any 
person to aid in defraying his necessary 
expenses. He resolved, therefore, to call 
his brethren together, state his convictions 
on these points, and thenceforth to ask 
‘only the Lord for his daily bread. This 
he accordingly did ; at the same time both 
he and his wife literally “‘ sold all they had 


purposes, all of their property, — thus 
throwing themselves wholly upon the 


shall not lack any good thing. The sittings 
of his church were made free. A box was 
placed in the entry for the contributions 
of such as pleased to give to the support 
of the pastor.* Certain brethren engaged 
to open this every week, and pass its con- 
tents to him. He purposed never to state 
his necessities, however pressing they 
might be, to any except his Great Pro- 
vider. To these principles, with regard 
to the supply of his temporal wants, Mr. 
Miiller has strictly and invariably ad- 


quarter of a cengjury. The results are 


tive. We give a few quotations from his 


waiting upon God in faith, he lacked no 


* We have, in this article, considered the Eng- 
lish pound (£) as equal to $5 of our money, 


which, though not quite accurate, is sufficiently 
80 for a general statement. 


and gave alms;” giving, for benevolent _ 


promise of ‘God, that they that trust him 


hered in his practice, for more than a 
stated with great minuteness in his narra-. - 
diary, showing how he had learned, with | 


the apostle, both to abound, and to suffer 
want;” or rather, to show how, while 
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good thing. The quotations are taken 
from his experience at Teignmouth, and 
from his subsequent experience at Bris- 
tol, to which place he removed in May, 
1832. He says, under date of November, 
1830: 

“Our money was reduced to about 
eight shillings. When I was praying with 
my wife, in the morning, the Lord brought 
to my mind the state of our purse, and I 
was led to ask him for some money. 


‘About four hours after, a sister said to me, 


‘Do you want any money ?’ ‘I told the 
brethren,’ said I, ‘dear sister, when I 
gave up my salary, that I would for the 
future tell the Lord only, about my 


wants.’ She replied, ‘ But he has told me 


to give you some money.’” Mr. Miiller 


_ attempted to turn the conversation, but 


the sister proceeded to speak of her re- 
markable convictions of duty to aid him 
just then in his support, and ended by 
giving him ten dollars. 

It is one of the principles of Mr. Mil- 
ler to contract no debts, not even of the 


- smallest amount, for the briefest time. 


The butcher, the baker, the milkman, as 
well as the tailor and hatter, were paid 
when purchases of them were made, 80 
that his faith rested upon God for a sup- 
ply to meet this duty of prompt payment. 
Sometimes, when one meal was finished, 
not enough, either of food or money, re- 
mained to provide another, yet a recourse 
to God in prayer brought the needed 


supply. 


Thus he writes in his journal, under 
date of November 27, 1832: “* The Lord’s 
day. Our money has been reduced to 
twopence-halfpenny; our bread was hardly 
enough for this day. I had several times 
brought our need before the Lord. After 
dinner, when I returned thanks, I asked 
him to give us our daily bread, meaning, 
literally, that he would give us bread for 
the evening. Whilst I was praying, there 
was a knock at the door of the room. 
After I had,concluded, a poor sister came 
in and brought us some of her ginner, 


and, from another poor sister, one dollar ; 
in the afternoon, she also brought us a 
large loaf. Thus the Lord not only liter- 
ally gave us bread, but also money.” 
Thus Mr. Miiller goes on from day to day, 
during each succeeding year, trusting and 
receiving. The following general state- 
ments will show how faithful a Master he 
has thus served. Near the end of the 
first year of this manner of living, he had 
about two dollars on hand, but the provi- 
|dence of God called for that a little while 
after, so that it was closed without a 
farthing. But he had received during 
the year without solicitation, and without 
even making known his necessities to any 
one, about seven hundred and fifty dollars. 
This was more than twice the amount of 
the salary under the stipulation. At the 


close of the next year the amount thus 


received was over eleven hundred dollars. 
At the close of 1837 it was fifteen hun- 
dred dollars. But it must be remembered 
that he had removed to Bristol, where his 
sphere of usefulness was greatly enlarged, 
and, doubtless, his family expenses in- 
creased. The yearly supplies, with an 
occasional exception, steadily increased ; 
during the year 1854 it was over three 
thousand dollars. But it is with Mr. 
Miiller as it was with the children of 
Israel when they gathered manna; when 
he receives little he has no lack, and when 
he receives much he has nothing over. 
His economy is equal to the smallest in- 
come, and his generosity exhausts the 
largest. He understands the command 
“ Lay not up for yourselves treasures on 
earth” literally, and so keeps nothing in 
store for the future. To illustrate how 
strictly he lives by this rule, we may men 
tion the fact that a few years ago a friend 
sent him five hundred dollars as the com- 


ncement of a fund for the future sup- — 


port of himself and family. This, Mr. 
Miller courteously but decidedly de- 


clined, returning the money, and answer- 
ing the friend that he had a sure means 


of support in the daily prayer of faith. 
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SCRIPTURAL KNOWLEDGE INSTITUTION, 


In 1834 Mr. Miiller established the 
“ Scriptural Knowledge Institution, for 
Home and Abroad.” The objects at 
which it aimed were, (1) to assist such 
day and Sunday schools as employed only 
pious teachers, and taught with other in- 
struction the scriptural way of salvation ; 
and to establish such schools; (2) to circu- 
late the Holy Scriptures; (3) to aid mis- 
sionaries, especially those who trusted only 
in God for support. 

A public meeting was called, and Mr. 
Miiller and a friend stated what they pro- 
posed to do. The meeting excited no 


. special attention, and with this announce- 


ment Mr. Miiller waited upon God for the 
funds. There were no agents sent forth, 
no organization effected, no one was to be 
solicited to give. The money was expect- 
ed through the divine influence upon the 
hearts of God’s people, given in answer 
to the prayer of faith; and to unceasing 


_ prayer he resorted. The result, in the 


following twenty-six years, is thus sum- 
marily stated: For schools, he has ex- 
pended $45,000; for the circulation of 
the Holy Scriptures, $25,000; for tracts 
and books, —a feature of the institution 
which was commenced in 1840, — $40,- 
000; in aid of missionaries, $170,000, — 
total, $280,000. 


HOME FOR DESTITUTE ORPHANS. 


In 1835, Mr. Miiller felt moved by 
the Spirit of God to add to the enter- 
prise above described an effort to pro- 
vide a home for destitute orphans. The 
primary reason for this he thus states: 
“ Now if I,a poor man, simply by prayer 
and faith, obtained, without asking of any 
individual, the means of establishing and 
carrying on an orphan house, there would 
be something, which, with the Lord’s bless- 
ing, might be instrumental in strengthen- 
ing the faith of the children of God, be- 
sides being a testimony to the consciences 
of the unconverted of the reality of the 
things of God.” | 


Mr. Miiller announced his purpose in 
an address at a public meeting called for 
the purpose. No other person spoke, 


neither was a collection made. The en- 


terprise was then left with God. Its steady 
development through subsequent years to 
the present time is a study worthy of the 
philanthropist and Christian. Its seed- 
time, its putting forth of “the blade, the 
ear, and the full corn in ear,” have 
been wonderful. Its general results, up 
to the present period, may be thus stated: 
Two buildings have been erected in Bris- 
tol sufficiently large to accommodate 700 
orphans ; another. building, larger. than 
either, is in process of erection ; the whole 
number of orphans which have been 
under Mr. Miiller’s care is 1,153; the 


present number is 700; the whole amount 


received for this enterprise, including the 
funds for the two buildings and the one in 
process of erection, is $667,640. This, 
added to the receipts for the Scriptural 
Knowledge Institution, amounts to the 
sum of nearly one million of dollars re- 
ceived from every part of the globe. 

The moral influence of these enter- 
prises cannot be estimated. Many souls 
have been converted, including a large 
number of the orphans. A new stimulus 
has been given to the faith of God’s peo- 
ple ; a stimulus in a direction in which it 
was much needed, namely, in reference to 
receiving and rightly using this world’s 
goods. 


“DUTY CALLS, BUT I HAVE 
NO FEELING.” 


“T HAVE no feeling on the subject of 
religion, and therefore I can do nothing. 
Of the truth of Christianity I have no 
doubt; of its infinite importance to me 
personally I am fully persuaded. But, as 


for making any decision, which will bind ~ 
me to the immediate duty of prayer and | 
other kindred duties, J never can, until — 
I have some feeling on the subject to be- 


gin with. It’s but solemn mockery, the 


| very igea of which I cannot tolerate.” 
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So said an impenitent friend of mine a 
few days since, who had spent some forty 
years in sinful neglect of God. I was 
urging him, with all the powers of per- 
suasion which I could call into exercise, 
to decide that question of questions: 
** Shall it henceforth be your will, to do 
all God’s will?” 

Conscience was pressing the obligation 
of a full consent that God shall reign; a 
devoted Christian wife was making full 
proof of the power of sanctified, ten- 
der affection for a beloved husband; ay, 
and more than all, the Spirit, —the last 
messenger sent from heaven to save the 
lost, was working within him mightily to 
will and to do God’s will, —to do it with- 
out condition and without compromise. 

When I first spoke to him on the sub- 
ject, he seemed instantly to be deeply agi- 
tated. He quickly turned his face from 


me, and stood for some time looking out 


of the window, as if wishing to see some 
one in the street, but in reality to calm 
and conceal the deep heavings of a rest- 
less heart. Tears unbidden flowed freely. 

And yet his plea was, “I can’t pledge 
to do what God requires, for I have no 


heart init. As for being a hypocrite, I| 


never will.” In the same community are 
numbers of others who persist in disobe- 
dience, on the same plea,—no feeling! 

This friend of whom I speak was as- 
sured that the requisite to please God 
is nota given kind nor degree of emo- 
tion, but simply this, sincere, honest obe- 
dience,—a full consent to be any thing 
and do any thing which God requires, 
as honestly as you know how. 

It was said to him, “If you need a 
more hearty interest and deeper emotion, 
the only way to get them, is to fix your 


thoughts upon God,. his character and 


claims, and move right onward in. the 
path of duty. If you need any thing of 
God, honestly ask it. If he requires you 
to do any thing, do it. 
Such a course will deepen and sires 
uate the flow of feeling in the heart. 


But to refuse to decide, when God calls 
for decision, to stand still when he says 
“Go forward!” is only fitted to make 
the heart as bleak and barren as the 
snow-clad mountains around us. 

At last, my friend said: “ Feeling or 
no feeling, henceforth duty is mine! 
God is right and I am wrong. Saved 
or lost, I will call upon his name!” 
With this purpose fully formed, he went 
from the evening lecture to his fireside. 
There he called upon the name of the 


Lord in the presence of his household. 


He said that it seemed to him that ev- 
ery passage of Scripture which he had 
ever read was pressing him like a mill- 
stone to yield to God. 

It was the joyful crisis. Salvation 


came to that house. When willing to 
consent that God shall be God, he had 


no occasion to complain of any lack of 


emotion. 

Reader, are you waiting for more féel- 
ing before you begin to serve Jesus 
Christ? Then let me ask — 


1. Are you sure that more feeling is _ 


needed? You may not be aware of the 
depth of your present emotions. 

2. Are you taking the only course 
which is fitted to soften your emotions ? 

Refuse to pray, and yor may never feel. 
Continue to disobey, and you will not 
only never feel as you wish to, you will 
never enter heaven. Consent at once 


to do all the will of God. 
Oberlin Evangelist. 


(Original.) 
SELF-DENIAL. 


Sister: You desire me to 
write you my views relative to self-denial 
in dress. : 

I shall. not attempt in meeting your 
request, an elaborate discussion of this 
subject, but will present you a few 
thoughts, which, I trust, will reflect the 
light you desire. 

“Let him deny himself,” is the un- 
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equivocal command of our Saviour to any | 
who would become his disciples. ‘ To 
deny ourselves,” says Mr. Wesley, ‘1s to 
deny our own will, when it does not fall 
in with the will of God, and that, how- 
ever pleasing it may be.” (Works, v. I., 
p- 429.) | 

In this excellent definition, we see 
lucidly its nature. When self makes 
claims upon us, the gratification of which 
would be repugnant to the will of God, 
our “one rule of action in every thing,” 


we should deny ourselves that gratifica- 


tion, ‘“‘ however pleasing it may be.” 


Superfluity in ‘dress, or that which is | 


merely ornamental,and for fashion’s sake, 
I think will come under this rule. That 
such is directly repugnant to the will of 
God, is clearly manifest in the direction of 
St. Paul (1 Peter iii. 3), “‘ Whose adorn- 
ing let it not be that outward adorning 
of plaiting the hair, and of wearing of 
gold, and of putting on of apparel.” 
Ornamental dressing is prolific of the 
most disastrous results. It often engen- 
ders strife and contention between indi- 
viduals. I once knew two sisters who 
essayed to excel each other in orna- 
mental dress. It resulted in a conten- 
tion and hard feeling between them, and 
finally in the withdrawal of one of them 
from the church. It tends to keep poor 
people from the ministrations of God’s 
word, and therefore deprives them of its 
blessings. It tends to keep its votaries 
in the vale of poverty, causing them of- 


ten to feel its impinging hand, with all 


its woes. It deprives them of the ability 
to meet the claims of benevolent causes. 
Listen, dear sister, for a moment, to the 


ery of the poor heathen, perishing for 


lack of the bread of life, and ask your- 
self the question, May I not do something 
for them by laying aside my superflui- 
ties ? 

The claims of God, your own con- 
science, your temporal and spiritual well- 
being, and the eternal destiny of immor- 
tal souls at home and in heathendom, 


call loudly upon you to practice self-de- 
nial in dress. And will you, for a mo- 
ment, turn a deaf ear to these calls? 
God forbid; but from this moment may 
you consult the will of God in all things, 
and closely follow its sublime and all- 
important teaching, until the Judge shall 
say, “It is enough, come up higher.” ~ 
Affectionately yours, 


J. B. SYLVESTER. 
Ansable Forks, N. Y., March 5, 1861. 


[ Original.] 


PERFECTION. 


BY H. H. 


* Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is 
in heaven is perfect.” . 


Gop has a perfect charity, or love, for 
every one, not excepting the erring ; 
and so we must, to meet this requirement, 
exhibit this same perfect spirit, accord- 
ing to our measure or capacity, toward 
the whole world. As our knowledge is 
limited, we may act very differently from 
the way in which God would act, in a 
given case; but God, who is the only 
proper judge of man, looks not to the 
action, but to its source. The motive 
must be perfect. And when this is so, 
then the great requisition is fully met. 

As, when once brought submissively 
under the operation of the Spirit, our 
knowledge will constantly increase, — 
our capacity to love will also increase ; 
and we must keep pace with this increase 
by laying out every acquired power in 
the one great service of love. Our 
love may be called perfect, however, 
even while in a state of progress. For 
the moment we begin to love with all. 
our capacity, however limited that may 
be, then we begin to be perfect in love. 

Here is the foundation of the Wes- 
leyan doctrine of ‘ Christian Perfection.” 
It is a perfection which still goes on to 
perfection. The bud, the blossom, the 
ripe fruit, are all perfect, as such; and 
they fitly illustrate how a number of 
persons may all be perfect in love, and 


| 
} 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
a 


VOICES FROM THE CLOUD. 43 


‘ yet vary greatly in their attainments. 
But, as the bud, blossom, and fruit har- 
monize perfectly, so these, though differ- 
ing in the stages of their growth, will be 
found to drink of the same spirit. 

God calls us, then, to begin the per- 
fect life. The power to love perfectly 
must come from him. It is obtained by 
faith. Consequently, the entering upon 
a perfect state of love, is not a work of 
time though the progress in that state, is. 

By leaving the world behind us then, 
let us give all to God, and exercise pres- 
ent faith for an immediate perfection of 
love, — and then, still “let us go on to 


perfection,” continually. 
Pittsburgh, May 18, 1861. 


Original.) 
ONE HOUR WITH GOD. 


BY MARY. 


FAR from the noisy world, retreat, 
I come, to spend 

One hour in holding converse sweet 
With Christ, my friend. 


There,-bringing all my doubts and fears, 
My every care, 

I spread them all before the Lord, 
In humble prayer. | 


If darkness shroud my soul in gloom, 
I seek his face; 
If heavenly light my way illume, 
I praise his grace. 


I meditate upon his Jove 
Who freely gave 

His life, a ransom, on the cross, 
My soul to save. 


And, as his boundless, matchless love 
I thus review, 
-I pledge my vows of faithfulness 
To him anew. 


Thus, humbly sitting at bis feet, 
His grace distills 

Like early dew, and peace divine 
My spirit fills. 


Not all the bliss the earth affords 
‘Could tempt my heart 

To yield these seasons of delight, — 
This better part. 


Oh, may I ever shun the paths 
By worldlings trod! 
And prize, all earthly good above, 
One hour with God. 
Lewiston, Me., May 11,1861. 


VOICES FROM THE CLOUD. 


BY CHARLES MACKAY. 


“WHAT dost thou see, lone watcher on the 
tower? 
Ig the day breaking? comes the wished-for 
hour? 
Tell us the signs, and stretch forth thy hand, 
If the bright morning dawns upon the land.” 


‘** The stars are clear above me: scarcely one 
Has dimmed its ray in reverence to the sun; 


' But yet I see, on the horizon’s verge, 


Some fair, faint streaks, as if the light would 
surge.’’ 


“ Look forth again, O watcher on the tower,— 
The people wake, and languish for the hour; 
Long have they dwelt in darkness, and they 

pine 
For the full daylight that they know must 
shine.” 


“ I see not well, — the morn is cloudy still; 
There is a radiance on the distant hill; 
Even as I watch, the glory seems to grow; 
But the stars blink, and the night breezes 
blow.” 


‘‘And is that all, O watcher on the tower? 
Look forth again; it must be near the hour. 
Dost thou not see the snowy mountain copes, 
And the green woods beneath them on the 
slopes? 


‘A mist envelopes them; I can not trace 
Their outline; but the day comes on apace. 
The clouds roll up in gold and amber flakes, ~ 
And all the stars grow dim. The morning 
breaks.”’ 


We thank thee, lonely watcher on the tower ;— 
But look again; and tell us, hour by hour, 
All thou beholdest; many of us die 
Ere the day comes; oh, give them a reply!” 


“ T see the hill-tops now; and chanticleer 
Crows his prophetic carol on mine ear; 
I see the distant woods and fields of corn, — 
And ocean gleaming in the light of morn.” 


“Again, — again, — O watcher on the tower— 
We thirst for daylight, and we bide the hour, 
Patient, but longing. Tell us, shall itbe — 


A bright, calm, glorious daylight for the free?” 


‘‘ T hope, but can not tell. I hear a song, 
Vivid as day itself, and clear and strong, 
As of a lark — young prophet of the noon —’ 
Pouring in sunlight his seraphic tune.”’ 


“ What doth he say, O watcher on the tower? 
Is hea prophet? Doth the dawning hour 
Inspire his music? Js his chant sublime, 
Filled with the glories of the future time? ” 
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‘* He prophecies — his heart is full — his lay 
Tells of the brightness of a peaceful day, — 
A day not cloudless, nor devoid of storm, 
But sunny for the most, and clear and warm.” 


‘© We thank thee, watcher on the lonely tower, 
For all thou tellest. Sings he of an hour 
When error shall decay, and truth grow 

strong, 
And right shall rule supreme, and vanquish 
wrong? ” 


“ He sings of brotherhood and joy and peace, 
Of days when jealousies and hate shall cease; 
When war shall die, and man’s progressive 

mind 
Soar as unfettered as its God designed.” 


‘* Well done! thou watcher on the lonely tower! 
Is the day breaking? dawns the happy hcur? 
We pine to see it, —tell us, yet again, 

If the broad daylight breaks upon the plain?” 


“Tt breaks, — it comes,— the. misty shadows 
fly , 
A rosy radiance gleams upon the sky; 
The mountain-tops reflect it calm and clear; 
The plain is yet in shade, but day is near.” 


[Original] 


THE EXPERIENCE OF A 
MORNING. 


BY L. C. E. 


How precious have been the dealings 
of the Lord with my soul since he taught 
me the simple way of salvation by faith! 
This has been one of those beautifully 


bright mornings, not in outward circum- 


stances, but a glory within. You have 
noticed the glorious radiance of the sun 
on a midsummer day, pouring its rays 
upon the very tiniest and insignificant 
of all created things, and into some hith- 
erto darkened room, whose windows, be- 
fore tightly closed against its influence, 
have been flung open to reccive that 
which is free to all. So has the glorious 
gospel of the Sun of Righteousness been 
shedding abroad its rays into my dark, 
heart, and this has been one of the morn- 
ings when there did not seem to be the 
smallest cloud to hide my Saviour from 
my view. Oh, how precious is Jesus to 


them that believe, and how wonderfully 


near does he appear at times; how well 


| be deprived of earthly consolation. 
| there one thing we could ask for, when 


| 


do we realize that we are not alone, but 
that the Comforter has come and taken 
up his abode with us, although we may 
Is 


we have such an all-sufficiency within 
us? No, my heart says for ever, no! 
When If retired this morning for my hour 
of communion with my God, how clear 
did the way of faith appear, —it was 
Look and live. Jesus saved me; oh, I 
knew he cleansed me, — his word said so, 
and I believeed it; and the Spirit bore 
witness with my spirit to the efficacy of 
that all-atoning blood, that fountain 
opened in the house of David for all un- 
cleanness. When I was obliged to leave 
that precious place, Jesus went with me. 
He continued to speak blessed words of 
peace to my mind; my hands were oc- 
‘eupied, but my thoughts were all turned 
inward where there was a flame of divine 
love burning so brightly on my heart, it 
was a fire kindled by the Holy Spirit to 
consume all my dross. I was drawn again 
to appear before a throne of grace to 
worship and praise the Lord, who showed 
to me, even me, such wonderful deliver- 
ance; and as I turned over the pages of 
the word, passage after passage appeared, 
all bearing testimony to the goodness of 
Jesus, his readiness to save; and as I 
read that I might ‘‘reckon myself dead 
indeed unto sin, but alive unto God 
through my Lord Jesus Christ,” and then 
again that Jesus was become my right- 
eousness, my sanctification, oh, how my 
full heart laid itself exulting, rapturously 
and helplessly in its resting-place, the bo- 
som of my Saviour. Here,I realized, am I 
indeed safe, accepted through the Beloved, 
in whom I have full redemption. Again 
was I engaged in my household duties, 
but from the ground of my heart ascend- 
ed the spirit of praise and rejoicing ; my 
soul was being bathed in ,the stream of 
redeeming love, and higher and higher 
rose the tide, until my full heart seemed 


as if it would burst its bounds. A Sa- 
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viour’s love was being shed abroad kin- 
dling mine. My unuttered longings were, 
** What can I do my Saviour to praise.” 
Oh that I could proclaim to the world his 
name. Qh the goodness, the condescen- 
sion that, stooping to me, a poor guilty: 
rebel, took me from the depths of dark- 
ness and transplanted me into this glori- 
ous light ! 

I would say, for the encouragement of 
doubting, trembling ones, this light has 
not always been so clear. Sometimes, 
when feeling vanished and I did not 
walk by faith, I lost myself in a maze of 


ened, for as I was clearly nothing in my- 
self, when I turned from the source of my 
salvation I had nothing to plead, there 
was no clothing for my nakedness save 


bright days as this are more frequent, or 
in times of darkness I can rest upon the 
promises and claim them as mine, and 
behold Jesus as ready to receive and 
save all who come unto him; and those 
who take him at his word will find veri- 
fied, as I have found it, the promise, 
“ Said I not, that if thou wouldst believe 
thou should see the glory of God ?” 

My tongue has been loosened to speak 
his praise, in the class-room, at meetings 
for the promotion of holiness, and where 
it appears to be my duty. The ut- 
terances were at first faint and feeble; 


‘doubt and unbelief; I turned away from | the enemy tempted by telling me it was 
Jesus, and then of course all was dark-. 


presumptuous, that I must not publicly 
claim so great a blessing. Had I followed 
his teachings I should have lost what I 
had gained; for, having given myself to 
do the will of the Lord, it was my duty 


the righteousness which is by faith, and | to take up the eross, strive to forget my- 
in that I must abide. Oh, how many self, and speak to the glory of his name. 


days of bitter anguish have I experi-, 
enced, when I knew it was “ worse than | 
death my God to love, and not my God. 


alone ;” how have I pleaded at the mercy 
seat, hour after hour, without appropri- 
ating to myself the answer, “I will, be 
thou clean.” I knew I must make a 
full consecration; I knew I must forsake 
all else to follow Christ, and I was will- 
ing, nay, longed to do so, that I might 
but know him, whom to know aright is 
life eternal; but I did not trust, I did not 
believe, and dreary days and weeks have 
I passed in despondency. Then came a 
period of more earnest determination to 
live by faith, with occasional glimpses of 
light. I began to say, I do believe, I will 
believe ; and oh, how the enemy did try 
to attack me here; how he did try to 


\convince me that because I was desti- 


tute of feeling I was not wholly the 
Lord’s; how he did seek to discourage me 
by causing me to look at my own imper- 
fections! But, praise the Lord! his word 
was indeed a light to my feet, the sim- 
ple way of faith became easier, the gleams 
of light brighter and more glorious; such 


Oh, how poor, how unworthy are these 
our thank-offerings! But may the first 
faint notes of praise begun here below 
swell to an unceasing anthem throughout 
eternity as we worship at the feet of 
“Tim who hath loved us and washed us 
in his own blood.” 


Brooklyn, N. ¥., May 18, 1861. 


LIVING DOWN CALUMNY. 


BY REV. A. M. ALLEN. 


I ONCE read of a man who was for a 
time beset with all manner of evil speak- 
ing. ‘To those that asked an explanation 
he gave it, and they were satisfied. At 
one time he was in danger of losing his 
temper; at another he seemed despond- 
ent; at another he thought of a public 
vindication; but he had no responsible 
accusers ; besides, the evil reports were so 
many, that, like the vermin in the plague 
of Egypt, they would have required 
months to remove them. 
resolved in reliance on God to keep si- 
lence, and maintain quietness of soul, and 
let the storm blow over. 


At length 
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did bless; 1 Cor. xi. 12. 
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No sooner had he formed the purpose 
than he felt relieved. But friends, more 
officious than wise, talked of lawsuits, 
pamphlets, and even a public meeting. 
To such he gave the following twenty 
reasons for his conduct : — 

1. If these rumors are true, it would 
not be lawful to deny them; in such case 
my mouth ought to be stopped. 

2. If they are false, my noticing them 
will not make them more so. 

3. [ have determined to try to imitate 
one of whom it was said, he never for- 
gets any thing except injury. 

_ 4. The early Christians, when reviled, 
So will L 

5. When Jesus was reviled, he reviled 
not again; 1 Peter ii. 23. 

6. Patient continuance in well doing, 
if any thing, will put to silence the igno- 
rance of foolish men; 1 Ptter ii. 15. 

7. It is the glory of a man to pass over 
transgression ; Prov. xix. 11. 

8. He who utters or believes a false 
rumor, is hurt far more than any one 
else; Ps. xv. 3. I shall pity such with 


all my heart. 


9. Our rejoicing is this, the testimony 
of our conscience ; 2 Cor. i. 12. 

10. I have put all that concerns me 
into the hands of Christ, and he will 
keep what I have committed to him; 2 
Tim. i. 12. 

11. It shall ever be my rule to leave 
off contention before I begin it; and not 


often have I defiled my conscience with. 


it; Prov. xvii. 14. | 

12. It may be that the Lord will look 
upon mine affliction, and requite me 
good for his cursing this day; 2 Sam. 


_xXvi. 12. 


13. I need forgiveness for ten thousand 
sins; shall I not forgive others? _ 

14. I have lived to no purpose if ru- 
mors not founded in truth can destroy 
my good name. | 

15. I hope some of my detractors will 
soon have a better spirit; they have not 
always shown such evil dispositions. 


— 


16. Experience proves that nothing is 
more tormenting than malignant feel-— 
ings. 

17. If I am called to these trials, so 
were Job, Moses, David, Paul, and 
Christ; it is enough that I fare as well 
as they. | 

18. This is perhaps the best opportu- 
nity I shall have for a long time of show- 
ing the meekness and patience of Christ. 

19. Time spent in prayer will do more 
good than if spent in fending and defend- 
ing; in proofs and recriminations. 

20. Eternity is just at hand; it will 
make these little annoyances soon to dis- 
appear: I shall not think of them once 
in a million of ages; or if I do, it will be 
only to thank God for sustaining me un- 
der them, and for bringing me out of 
them. Nothing shall change my pur- 
pose. 

His busiest enemies relaxed their ef- 
forts, and by degrees changed to be his 
defenders. 

The highest character ever given of 
him was by one who had circulated most 
of the slanders, and he had the satisfac- 
tion of seeing how safe is character in 
the hands of God. Did he not act wise- 


ly? Will you act as wisely when tried? | 
Zion's Herald. 


LETTER TO AN ANTINOMIAN 
FRIEND. — NO. 10 


BY A. P. J. 


Dear M.: How could you so misun- 
derstand me as to call words that were 
only meant in kindness, severe? Other 
friends attempt to soothe you with words 


of sympathy, but you say they bring no’ 


relief: neither can they by such means, 
for they are as powerless to remove the 
cause of your sorrow, and as ineffectual 
in reaching the seat of it, as the ca- 
resses of affection would be to remove 
the roots of a cancer, or to cure a fever. 
I do believe that religious apathy would 
result in spiritual death in some souls, 
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you are elected to it. If you are elected 
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but for timely affliction to arouse it to 
spiritual exertion. For there is as much 
necessity for spiritual effort for growth 
in grace, as for physical exercise to keep 
the body in health. It is dreadful for 
you to be so ensnared by this no-effort 
heresy. You will not allow it to be 
called antinomianism, but it is that in 
principle ; though you may not carry it 
to the ruinous extremes that some do, 
yet you are sufficiently ensnared by it 
to hinder your growth in grace; and, 


consequently, to necessitate the rod of 


chastising. Yet when I see that there.is 


no other way of deliverance from trou- 


ble, except by your first being delivered 
from these hindering doctrines, and by 
commencing in earnest the work of ef- 
fort for higher attainments in grace, you 
say that it is severity, because I tell 
you so. Upon the same principle you 
might accuse a surgeon of cruelty for the 
use of the knife in removing a deadly tu- 
mor. All medicine increases sickness 
before it restores to health. I can well 
recollect, in childhood, of saying, I had 
rather have the fever, than to take the 
calomel and oil” that was administered 
to cure it. Neither could I be persuad- 
ed or caressed into willingness ; but when 
told that the fever would last until it 


_ was taken, and perhaps result in death, 


made no further opposition. The mind 
can never be at peace, while the soul is 
diseased with the least particle of sin. 
As “there is no peace to the wicked,” 
peace can only be established as a state, 
so far as sin is subdued, and cast out. It 
néver can be permanently established, 
until a state of holiness is attained, But 
if you ever attain to this state of sanc- 


_ tification, by which you will be delivered 


from inward bondage, and the disturb- 
ing power of outward things, you will 
have to renounce the strange idea that 
you are elected to a character; and 
make gospel efforts to obtain that char- 
You have it not, and yet you say 


to it, why are you not in possession of 
it? How can you be benefited by such 
an election? ‘There is a state of grace 
that brings “ peace that passeth (the nat- 
ural) understanding,” and “joy that no 
man taketh from you.” But you are in 
a state of grief that passeth the spiritual 
understanding; for those who have been 
delivered from bondage to inordinate 
grief can not but marvel that any one 
will remain in a state from which there 
is such entire deliverance freely offered 
to all who will accept of it upon gospel 
conditions. And so far from being in 
that state of “joy which no man can 
take from you,” the smallest circumstance 
has power to take it from you. You say 
it is all by grace, and so itis; but though 
the grace is his, the effort to obtain it is 
ours. How does this no-effort state of 
yours correspond with Paul’s words and 
example, who, when he was in a much 
higher state of grace than we are, said 
he “had not yet attained” all that he 
desired, “ but reached forth, followed af- 
ter, and pressed toward the mark for 
the prize of the high calling of God in 
Christ Jesus.” (Philip. iii. 7-14.) But 
Paul speaks, afterwards, as if he had ob- 
tained all that he sought (2 Tim. iv. 
7,8). And we see from the above texts 
the means by which he obtained “the 
high mark.” Must Paul follow after, 


reach forth, and press onward for it, and ~ 


can you attain without the use of any 
means? He speaks of “suffering the 
loss of all things ;” and so far from griev- 
ing over his losses, ‘‘ he counted it noth- 
ing that he might win Christ.” But it 


seems that you expect to win him with- 
out either suffering or service. ‘ God 
is no respecter of persons.” Why would 
he appoint such a laborious way for Paul 
to attain spiritual blessings, and such an 
easy way for us? “The kingdom of 
heaven suffereth violence, and the vio- 
lent taketh it by force,” as much now as 
then. Be assured this easy doctrine, 


which you misname grace, is “another 
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gospel,” and has its origin and home im 
the ease-loving, carnal mind, which is 
death,” and not in “the spiritual mind, 
which is life and peace,” and giveth liv- 
ing action to “every good word and 
work.” The primitive Christians had to 
‘‘ strive to enter in at the strait gate,” but 
you expect to enter in without strife, by 
a process which you call free grace, but 
the meaning of which you do not seem 


' to have any adequate idea. Is the grace 


less free because there are preparatory 
conditions? Admit that it is free, though 
the term free grace is not used in the 
Scriptures. It is called a free gift, be- 
cause it is something which can not be 
purchased. The conditions by which 
we are brought into a preparatory state 
to receive and profit by this gift, do~ not 
add any thing to the giver, — the benefit 
is allour own. But what is it that he 
gives? The gift does not include all 
grace at once, but the power for effort’ 


~ to attain more. As we see in that of 


the ten talents,—each one had to add 
to the talent given; and the unprofitable 
servant that did not use the given power 
to add to the gift, was cast “into outer 
darkness, with weeping and wailing.” 


_ If there was not a condition, why was he 


responsible for complying with it, with a 
penalty attached, even the loss of the 
gift. ‘To as many as received him, to 
them he gave power to become the sons 
of God.” It does not say that he gave 
them son-ship at once, but ‘ power to 
become sons.” It seems here that man 
has a receiving power, for the act of re- 
ception is mentioned as his own. It does 
not say that he gave him power to re- 
ceive; but speaks of it asa power that he 
possessed, and when he used hig receiv- 
ing power which he had by nature, then 
power was given him to become some- 
thing above nature; even a son of God. 
It proves that if we use the capacity we 
have fully up to our ability, that we will 
have more given us. ‘“ To him that hath 


(so used it) shall more be given; but to 


him that hath not (improved it) even 


that which he hath shall be taken away.” 


This is the exact meaning of this pas- 
sage ; for it is in reference to the ten tal- 
ents; and it was said, *‘ Take from him 
the pound (the unprofitable servant,who 
had not added to the talent given), and 
give it to him that hath the ten pounds,” 
(to him that hath doubled the talent giv- 
en him.) (Luke xix. 24-26.) Yet you 
speak as if you would be doing something 
against free grace, if you made efforts for 
higher spiritual attainments. But is it 
not rather sinning against grace, by not 
doing it; inasmuch as the God of grace 
has commanded it? There is no aspect 
of free grace, however freely bestowed, 
that can absolve the person on whom it 
is bestowed from obedience. Chalmers 
says “obedience is a part of the power 
of salvation.” It is certain that salva- 


tion is constantly mentioned in connec- 


tion with obedience; as if those who 
were in a saved state did constantly ex- 
eroise that power’ Paul speaks of their 
“obeying from the heart,’ and similar 
expressions. Neither is it something 
which we can do or let alone at our own 
option, as we see from the following 
texts: ‘‘He became the author of eter- 
nal salvation unto all them that obey 
him.” “And the Holy Ghost hath he 
given to them that obey him.” (Heb. 
vy. 3; Acts v. 32.) Here salvation is 
positively spoken of as conditional upon 
obedience, and the gift of the Holy 
Spirit also. Man can not become the 
author of his own salvation, but he can 
submit himself to the authority of him 
who is the author and finisher of our 
faith.” . He is as much the finisher as 
the author of our faith, but in every step 
of the way, man is a co-operator, accord- 
ing to his finite power. And it is by 
using the grace that he has, to get more. 
grace, that he increases the original 
gift. And that he is responsible for this 
increase, and that there is a penalty at- 
tached to his evasion of duty, we find 
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~ he had left undone. 
that hear the word of God and keep it.” 
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5 


from the award of the unprofitable ser- 


vant, who “was cast into outer dark- 
ness, where there was weeping and wail- 
ing.” And this was done solely on the 
ground of unprofitableness; for there 
was no specific sin alleged. It was not 
upon the ground of what he had done, 
but upon the ground of something that 
‘‘ Blessed are they 


(Luke xi. 28.) 


CHRIST IN THE STORM. 


Tue late Bishop Wilson, of Calcutta, 


in one of his admirable letters, remarks 


that ‘“‘ we can not see the glory of Christ 
in the storm, unless we embark with him 
in the vessel.” May we not add, that 
those who have most promptly embarked 
with him have always seen most of his 
glory? We are naturally backward to 
goon board. We prefer to linger on the 
quiet shore. But when, in a time of ne- 
cessity, the love of Christ ** constrains” 
us, at his bidding, to “get into the ship 
and cross over to the other side” of the 
stormy sea, he will come to us ‘ walking 
upon the waves.” And if we then are 
“ affrighted” by what we see, he will say 


with an unwonted sweetness of tone,, 


“Tt is I; be not afraid.” He will show 
us his power to rebuke and quiet the 


upon the midnight air, the welcome an- 
swer for the watchman to re-echo, ‘* The 


morning cometh.” Though “the noise of 


the sea, and the tumult of the people,” 
for a season, drown the voices of the an- 
gels chanting, “ Peace” and ‘ Good 
will,” Jesus will rise up at length in his 
might, and command peace, and display 
his glory. The harsh discords and jar- 
rings will be but the “tuning of the in- 
struments” that are out oftorder, prepar- 
atory to a grander and sweeter anthem 
of praise. 

‘“* Peace, and no longer from its brazen portals, 

The blast of war’s great organ shakes the skies; 
But beautiful as songs of the immortals, 

The holy melodies of love arise.” 

Let us take courage and embark. 
Even though our Captain is not visibly 
with us, or seems to be “asleep in the 
hinder part of the ship,” he will manifest 
himself, and display his power just at the 
right moment. We shall not “ perish.” 
“The great storm” will be hushed. 


“The wind and the sea” will “ obey him.” | 


And we ought not to give him occasion 
to say, * Why are ye so fearful? How 
is it that ye have no faith?” Let us 
trust, and not be afraid. Let us, at the 
call of his providence, go on board, and 
cross the tempestuous sea, and we shall 
certainly see his glory, and, sooner or 
later, hear the song of praise, like the 


tumultuous waves; and his * Peace, be sound of many waters, to God and the 


“still,” will be all that is necessary to se- 


cure a great and glorious calm. 


Amid the darkening signs of the times, 


and in view of the stormy sea which the 


providence of God seems to be calling 
the church to navigate, how delightful. 
is the assurance that “the Lord on high 
is mightier than the noise of many wa-| 


Lamb.—Tract Journal. 


{Original.) 


JOTTINGS BY THE WAY. 


BY DORA. 


“ By grace are ye saved.” 
Yes, “ grace, grace,” must be the song 


ters, — yea, than the mighty waves of. from the foundation to the topstone! 
the sea.” While the disciples of Christ | ‘‘ Not by works of righteousness which we » 
shrink upon the shore, dreading to em-' have done, but according to his mercy 
he saved us, by the washing of regener- 
ation and the renewing of the Holy 
Ghost, which he shed on us abundantly 
through Christ our Saviour.” 


bark, and anxiously crying to the watch- 
men, ‘‘ Watchmen, what of the night ?” 


there comes from the pure depths of 


heaven, across the waters clear as a bell 


“ That 
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in the ages to come, he might show the 


exceeding riches of his grace in his kind- 


ness toward us, through Jesus Christ.” 
“For by grace are ye saved, through 
faith; not of works, lest any man should 
boast. For we are his workmanship, cre- 
ated in Christ Jesus unto good works.” 
How we are constantly brought to 
Christ as the agent employed in man’s 
salvation, and the medium through which 
the grace of God flows to the believer! 
He it is whom God hath set forth to be a 
propitiation for our sins, through faith 
in his blood, to declare his (not our own) 
righteousness for the remission of sins 


’ that are passed through the forbearance 


of God; to declare, I say, his righteous- 
ness, that he might be just, and yet the 
justifier of him that believeth on Jesus. 
Grace imparts the first ray of light to 
the darkened mind of the sinner; grace re- 
veals the pollution of his heart, and grace 
points to the cleansing fountain by grace 


prepared for the washing of the guilty. 


Grace purifies, adorns, and prepares 
the sinner for the enjoyment of everlast- 
ing life, in connection with glory, and 
honor, and every joy that grace can pro- 
vide and bestow. 

“ Where is boasting then? It is ex- 
cluded. By what law? Of works? 


- Nay, but by the law of faith.” Most 


clearly, then, is the fact established by 
tae word, that we are saved by grace; 
which grace is communicated from God 


to us, through Christ; that he becomes 


our righteousness, or, in other words, 
that his righteousness is accepted as an 
equivalent for our .deficiency on the 
ground of our faith; and that when we 


do thus believe on Christ, his righteous- 


ness is wrought in us, we are “made 
partakers of his holiness,” thereby con- 
stituting us righteous persons. 

Being thus made partakers of his di- 
vine nature, becoming Christlike in our 
disposition, we shall, at his coming, be 
renewed bodily in his image. 

How, then, are we justified? ‘By the 


grace of God, through the redemption 
that is in Christ Jesus.” How do we 
obtain peace with God? “ Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ.” How do we receive 
the gift of mghteousness? “By Jesus 
Christ.” How does grace reign unto 
eternal life? “Through Jesus Christ 
our Lord.” How are we delivered from 
the bondage of the law? “I thank God 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.” How 
do we have access to the Father? 
“Through Christ.” How do we offer 
up acceptable sacrifices to God? “By 
Christ.” And when the company of the 
redeemed awake to life, clothed upon 
with immortality, shouting, “O death, 
where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy 
victory ?”’ —to whom is this salvation as- 
cribed? “Thanks be to God who giv- 
eth us the victory, through our Lord 
Jesus Christ.” Well might the apostle 
say, “ By grace are ye saved,” and when 
the topstone is brought forth with shout- 


‘ing, we will cry, “ Grace, grace unto it!” 


Original.) 

WHAT ARE OUR*.MOTIVES IN 
SERVING GOD? 


BY B. 8. 


In most cases we shall probably find 
there are mixed motives, some of which 
may be more prominent than others. 
The motive of fear is often a leading 
one. Noah, “moved with fear, prepared 
an ark to the saving of his house;” and 
thus many, fearing destruction, will seek 
after God; and, moved by the same 
principle, they serve him more as a 
servant than, as a child. | 

Others seek salvation more for the 
“loaves and fishes” than from any other 
motive ; their aims are low.and earthly. 
To such, the Saviour may with propri- 
ety say, ‘Ye seek me not because ye 
saw the miracles, but because ye did eat 
of the Joaves and were filled,” and asks, 
‘ How can ye believe (i.e. fully) which 
receive honor one of another ? ” 
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“There are others who hope to enjoy! 
the more pleasurable and emotional 
“fruit of the Spirit,—love, joy, peace,” 
etc. These disciples like to sail in smooth 
waters, and share the luxuries of the king’s 


palace without participating in the toil | 


and responsibility connected therewith. 
There are a few others who seem to 
covet toil, reproach, and suffering, in 


view of future reward. Moses is an ex- 
ample of this sort. He “esteemed the 
reproach of Christ greater riches than the 
treasures of Egypt, for he had respect 
unto the recompense of reward.” Oth- 
ers of this class “‘ were tortured, not ac- 
cepting deliverance that they might ob- 
tain a better resurrection.” 

There is still another class, few, indeed, 
who seem to be without motive, or, with 
but one, which absorbs every thing be- 
side. Enochand Job are specimens. Of 
Enoch it is written that “ he walked with 
God, and he was not, for God took him.” 
We can discover in his case no mixed 
or selfish motive. Before his translation 
‘‘he had the testimony that he pleased 
God.” The patriarch Job passed through 
the most fiery tests of loyalty without 
discovering any selfishness or defective 
faith, We perceive in him no desire 
for recompense,—no claim for divine 
preferment either in this world or in the 
resurrection. And as Job became more 
and more transparent in the fiery cruci- 
ble, he addresses himself to God in tones 
of deepest reverence and humility, say- 
ing, ‘I have heard of thee by the hear- 
ing of the ear, but now mine eye seeth 
thee ; wherefore I abhor myself and re- 
_ pent in dust and ashes.” He seemed to 


feel a perfect self-annihilation. He still 


stands before us as God’s representative 
of “a perfect and upright man,” main- 
taining under all circumstances a spot- 
less integrity. In his case we see the 
fulfillment of that prophetic sentiment, 
‘‘ purified, made white, and tried.” This 
is the divine order always. In propor- 
tion as we advance in the divine life, we 


shall be tried as gold is tried. Our mo- 
tives will be dissected and sifted. If we 
do not perceive this under one phase of 
discipline, we shall most surely do so in 
another ; and it is folly for us to flounder 
and rebel when God subjects us to tests 
of loyalty. - 
Soldiers who go out in defense of their 
country, do so under “sealed orders,” 
as tothe programme. Thus the soldiers 
of Christ are called forth, not to ques- 
tion, not to parley, but to obey prompt- 
ly. But earthly figures fail us when the 
soul “is swallowed up of life.” Paul 
says, when he gained this summit, “ It is 
no more I that live, but Christ liveth in 
me.” Such a state is one of unmixed 
faith; or, in other words, no outward cir- 


cumstances, or inward emotions sway the 


soul to and fro, because “ it is fixed, trust- 
ing in God.” Until we gain this prize of 
our high calling of God in Christ Jesus, 
we shall be more or less the victims of 
defective faith and selfish motives. 

If the heart is in a mixed moral state, 
its practical developments will corre- 
spond therewith. By this remark we do 
not intend to convey the idea that every 
action, in itself considered, will be fault- 
less when the heart is right. Ignorance, 
illness, and the force of former habit 
may occasionally mar the fruit of the 
Spirit, but, like a good tree, no sensible 
man will cut it down or condemn it be- 
cause some of its fruit has, from some 
cause, become marred in its exterior. It 


is these outward discrepancies that in- — 


duce many to let go their hand of faith 
which had previously grasped the sacred 
treasure, and thus they fall back, and 
sink lower in their discouragements than 
ever before. It is better to start anew 
instantly, than to beat a retreat when 
difficulties beset us. Faith is* our 


strength, our shield, and our only wea 
pon of defence. . 


- faith the promise sees, 
And looks to that alone.” 


Dorchester, June, 1861. 
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52 GUIDE TO 


HOLINESS. 


THE PROUD MIND OF THE 
FLESH. 


BY JOHN KITTO, D.D. 


Read 2 Kings v. 11, 12. | 
Tue deeply interesting and suggest- 
ive history of Naaman the Syrian, who 


» came to Samaria to be healed of his lep- 


rosy, and was healed by bathing seven 


times in the Jordan at the command of 


Elisha, is one on which volumes might 
be, and actually have been written.* 
It especially abounds with matter from 
which, by nearer or remoter analogy, 
instruction in things spiritual may be 
drawn; and seeing that, in its first as- 
pect, it is no more than a simply-told in- 
cident in the history of Elisha, we scarce- 


ly know any passage of holy writ of the. 


same extent, which more remarkably 
bears out the declaration of the apostle, 
that all Scripture is profitable for doc- 
trine, for reproof, for instruction in right- 
eousness.” 
anecdote of Naaman, is “ profitable,” not 
for one of these things separately, but for 
all of them. 

The point of this history to the con- 
sideration of which our mind is most 
drawn, is Naaman’s near failure of cure, 
by reason of his having scttled in his own 
mind the mode in which it was to be 
done, and his scorn of the simple and 
naturally inadequate instrumentality 
prescribed by the prophet. 

We, knowing much better than Naa- 
man did, the character and claims of 
Elisha, are apt to be amazed at the pet- 
ulance and pride of Naaman. Yet in 
fact there are few of us,—are there 


any ?—who have not manifested many 
times in the course of our career, as 


much or more resistance to the demands 


. upon our faith, and to the enforced exi- 


gencies for the humiliation of “ the proud 
mind of the flesh,” as ever Naaman did, 
and often with far less reason. Let us 


* We have before us one old folio volume of 
about 900 pages, upon seven verses of this history. 


The history or rather the! 


rather admit, that the demand upon the 
faith of Naaman, and the extent to which 
he was required to bend down his nat- 
ural reason, formed somewhat of a severe 
exaction from one so raw and inexperi- 
enced in the things of God. Yet it is 
the common course of the Lord’s deal- 
ings with those whom he brings under 
the operation of his healing grace. The 
course is paternal. As a father deals 
with his children, so deals he with us. 
He demands obedience, he exacts sub- 
mission, he requires faith; and then, the 
mind being brought into the right state, 
he teaches, he leads, he heals. So his 
soldiers at their enlistment are subject to 
the same discipline as the world’s sol- 
diers. Obedience, discipline, are first 
of all exacted. This is the foundation 
of all things, and facilitates the educa- 
tion and training which go to complete 
the good soldier for the spiritual no less 
than for the world’s warfare. 


ally enforeed upon us in the same way 
as in the ease of Naaman, by the Lord’s 
refusing to be bound by the course of 
proceeding which seems to us best, and 
pursuing a course of his own, to which 
our unqualified submission is demanded. 
And often, in the course of our. career, 
we are checked in the same manner, 
with rigorous claims upon our submis- 
sion, until we are brought into the state 
of having no will of our own, but are 
content to be still in the Lord’s hands, 
leaving him to dispose of all things for us, 
and recognizing in all matters, and that 
readily and cheerfully, his way as the 
best. This refusal to be bound by our 
courses, is a right which the Lord exer- 
cises for our good, by bringing us into a 
state of affectionate and constant depend- 
ence upon him in all things and as to all 
times. Hence we are continually taken 
at unawares, with incidents which we 
did not expect, or could not calculate 
upon, but the right reception of which, 
or the contemplation of our constant lia- 


This fundamental requisite is gener- 
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bility to which, serves to hedge up our 
way when we become prone to wander, 
and to instruct well in all the lessons of 
his school. 


‘Tam ascholar: The great Lord of love 
And life my Master is, who, from above, 
All that lack learning to his school invites.” 


And in that school it is as often by his 


discipline, — by his rod, as by his book, 


that he teaches us to profit. 

dt is only by the grafting of our will 
into his, that we can bear much fruit, — 
any fruit; and no branch was ever yet 
grafted without being cut to the quick. 
In what he allows us, or in what he takes 
from us, in his dealings with us, or in his 
action upon us through others, the same 
object is always kept in view, of teach- 
ing us our dependence upon him; and 
it is well with us,—very well, then only 
well, — when our will so works with his, 
that in all we see, or hear, or enjoy, or 
suffer, we strive to realize for ourselves 
that which he strives to teach,—to see 
his will, and to have no will but his. 

This dependence upon hin, and this 
submission of all things to him, is health 
to our souls and marrow to our bones: 
and therefore, and for our profit, in so 
far as the Lord loves us, will he care to 
bring us into this state, by all the dis- 
pensations of his providence and grace 
towards us. He isa great King. He is 
our sovereign Master; and often the soul 
that shrinks most keenly from man’s des- 
potisms, submits the most cheerfully to hold 
all things, from the least even to the 
greatest, at the absolute disposal of him 
whose imperial prerogatives are not only 


_ beyond dispute, but give that which man 


most needs and which he can no where 
else find, — rest for the soul amidst all 
life’s perturbations. 

We may, to a certain extent, take it 
for granted, that if we have well tilled 
our ground, we shall in due course have 
a sowing season; that if we have sown 
our seed, we shall in due time reap the 
crop; and that if we have carried it to 

4 


our barns, we shall at leisure thresh out 
and eat the fruit of our labor. And so 
generally it comes to pass. Yet we still 
hold all at our Lord’s prerogative ; and 
by wet, by drought, by sunshine, and in 
a hundred other ways, he will teach us 
that he reigns; and he is not so tied by 
the means and husbandry we use, but 
that for our presumption, unbelief, or 
unthankfulness, he will use his preroga- 
tive in bringing all the labor of our 
hands to naught. We are thus taught 
to walk with more awe and fear before 
‘our God, who is, when it so befits him, 
A CONSUMING FIRE. 

There remains, therefore, nothing for 
us but to shut up ourselves and ours, daily 
and nightly, in the ark of his protection ; 
to rise up, to dress, to eat, to work, to 
converse, to lie down with a humble and 
thankful heart, not as slaves, nor yet as 
presumers, but as those who know that 
they are not their own, as those who, if 
their Lord should say,—‘ Thy silver 
and thy gold are mine; thy wives also, 
and thy children, even the goodhest are 
mine,” —can answer,—‘**My Lord, O 
king, according to thy saying, I am thine, 
and all that I have.” 

Ilow narrowly should we look, how 
guardedly should we walk, and how so- 
-berly should we use every blessing, if 
we were under bond to’surrender all to 
a creditor at ‘an hour’s warning, and we 
were beholden only to his courtesy for 


humbly before God, who is our sover- 
eign, and has our lives, our wealth, our 
persons at his command, —in a moment 
to take all, if it so please him, from us. 
Let us daily take all we have as lent 
one day more from his hand, and use his 
blessings humbly and purely, as though 
we use them not; and strive to realize 


when asked over night whether he 


would go to such a place on the morrow, 
made answer, — “I thank God, I have 


known no morrow these twenty years.” 


the bread we eat! Even so, let us walk ~ 


the condition of that holy man, who, | 
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GUIDE TO 


HOLINESS. 


(Original. 
“BE YE HOLY.” 


BY M. M. J. 

READER, have you named the name of 
Jesus? If you have, heed this injunc- 
tion, “Be ye holy,’ and worthily wear 
your profession, letting your light shine. 
“A city on a hill-top cannot be hid,” much 
less the light emanating from the happy 
spirit born of God, and filled with the 
fullness of his love. You may deceive 
yourself and others; but the eye of the 
Omnipotent One sees, without a glass, 
sin’s death-spot on the soul. Isit no priv- 
ilege to adorn, or, in other words, render 
attractive the doctrines of Christ’s salva- 
tion? The pious soul, wrapped in the 
garments of holiness, delights, exults, in 
the enjoyment of this exhortation. It is 
the life and character of the Holy Suf- 
ferer that renders Calvary so attractive! 
Be not deceived; Christ is your example. 
Nor does his divinity render this nuga- 
tory ; for he also possessed a human 
nature like unto yours. “ He, when he 
was reviled, reviled not again; when he 
suffered, he threatened not; but com- 


_ mitted himself to him that judgeth right- 
Such, more or less, will be the 


eously.” 
conduct of every true follower of the 
lowly, lovely Jesus. The apostles, after 
being scourged for preaching the words 
of life, rejoiced that they had been ac- 
counted worthy to suffer for this cause. 
These are very significant and important 
examples to the child of grace. Of all 
the lancets of persecution pointed against 
the soul, none is so pernicious as that 


hurled by our own hands. We are our 


own most formidable persecutors. We 
are not willing sufficiently to conform 
to the examples given. When Jesus 
says to his followers, “ Behold, I sgnd you 
forth as sheep among wolves,” he con- 
ceals no danger. This contains the most 
imminent, natural danger. Think about 
it. But he adds this gracious rule, “ Be 


ye wise as serpents, and harmless as 
doves.” 

Have you vicious passions and desires 
unrestrained, a will unconquered, these 
are of the devil. Flee from the devil 
and he will flee from you; but in fleeing, 
remember you must run towards Jesus. 
Dream not that ever so faithful an observ- 
ance of all the external ordinances and > 
means of grace can save you; nothing 
but an infernal work can subdue the rising 
impulse to sin. This is sufficient: God 
dwelling in the heart, working to will and 
to do of his own good pleasure. Wash in 
all the streams of earth, and you shall be 
filthy still; yes, filthier stili; but go, wash — 
in the flowing blood-stream of Calvary, 
and you shall be clean every whit. Alle- 
luia! “Be ye holy” in heart and life. 
Bring the pruning-knife of a watchful 
spirit to operate on your thoughts, motives, 
desires, and actions; be in earnest, and if 
there be, branches and twigs that disturb 
your peace, do not cut through the bark, 
and then withdraw the knife; but cut it 
off and cast it away, otherwise it will 
dwarf the whole tree, and shrink the fruit 
to nothing. Pruning and affliction are 
full of life and health,— strange paradox! 
In the darkest cloud lives a glory. Its 
shadow may be terrific, so as'to make one 
tremble; yet there is a light beyond, 
which may (if we will) vanquish the por- 
tentous cloud, and beam forth in fondest 
gleams of glory. a 

Name the name of Jesus in charity with 
all men, or name it not at all. The wise 
Bacon bears this tribute to charity: The 
desire of power was the fall of angels: 
the desire of knowledge the fall of man; 
but in charity there is no excess; neither 
men nor angels ever incurred danger by it. 
Paul said: Though I speak with the tongues 
of men, and of angels, and have not char- 
ity, —then what? Why, J am become as 
sounding brass and a tinkling cymbal. If 


your tongue has not learned the gospel 


rule, “ Speak evil of no man,” nor your 
heart “to do unto others as you would 
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HINTS AS A GUIDE 


TO HOLINESS, ETC. ‘55 


have others do to you,” you are no better | 


3. Ponder on what is required in order 


than Simon, who bewitched the people of to become a real Christian, such an one 


Samaria with his sorceries, giving out that 
himself was Some great one; and who 
thought the gift of God might be pur- 
chased with money. Let me address you 
in the language of Peter: ‘“ Thou hast 


as keeps always all the commandments of 
God. 

4. Count the cost, deliberate coolly. 
Can I give up the pleasures of intemper- 
ance (“the lusts of the flesh,”) in eating, 


neither part nor lot in this matter ; for | drinking, ease, indulgence, unlawful con- 
thy heart is not right in the sight of God. | nections, &c.; and be content to use plain 
Repent, therefore, of this thy wickedness, | food and drink, fast at times, and endure 
and pray God if perhaps the thought of hardships, and labor and privations ? Can 
thine heart may be forgiven thee. For I I give up the delights of the eye (‘the 
perceive that thou art in the gall of bitter-. lust of the eye” in clothing, in houses, 
ness, and in the bond of iniquity.” in furniture, in gardens, in equipage, 

If there are such things as trifling &c.; and be content to be plain and 
actions in life, God beholds them, and will peony in dress and other things, that I 
bring them into judgment. Then let us | may not keep snares to vanity about me, 
watch over our little petulancies, and be | and that I may be able to help the poor 
not provoked to anger, but rather to god- and needy ? Can I forego “ the pride of 
liness. The immortal spirit can not afford life,” the good name, the fame, the honor, 
to sport with those things on which hangs the titles, the distinction, the respectabil- 
its destiny. Oh, no! Then let us bestir ity, the desire of wealth, &c., and be con- 
ourselves that we may be found with our tent to be poor and unnoticed, and to be 
lamps trimmed and burning, so as to accounted base, and vile, and mean-spir- 


enter in with the Bridegroom at his com- ited, and to be despised and derided, and | 


ing. slandered, and ill-named, and to be ac- 
Canada West. counted as the very filth and offscouring 
| of all things on the earth ? 


(Original.) 5. Having fully counted the cost, 
HINTS AS A GUIDE TO HOLI- resolve, if sach be your determination, by 


NESS, HAPPINESS, AND HEAVEN. God’s help, to cease to do evil, and to 
learn to do well. 
1. Consider, What am 1? Whence did 6. Pray that God will show you the 
I come? Whither do I go? Who is state and condition of your soul, and 
God ? and what is his nature? In what what it is that you really need, in order 
relation do I stand towards him,— my to be receive:! into his favor. 
Maker, Sustainer, Redeemer, Judge 2 7. Seek the company and the advice of 
Heaven, —a place of holiness, purity, true Christians, and quit all other kinds of 
love, and everlasting happiness, —am I company, although as near and as dear as 
fit for it ? Hell, —a place of every thing a right hand or a right eye, except so far 
wicked and vile, demons and necessity requires. Your SAtva- 
spirits, hateful, and hating one another, TION MAINLY DEPENDS ON THIS. 
“the smoke of whose torment ascends up| 8. Read the Holy Scfiptures, and 
for ever and ever,” —how can I escape search them with meditation and prayer, 
it? ‘“ What must I do to be saved?” and a submissive willingness to be led 
2. Pray in true sincerity for light cal into all truth. A teachable, childlike 
help to him who has declared “himself! spirit. 
both able and willing to grant our requests, 9. Watch vigilantly against sin, and fly 
for wisdom and grace. from all things leading thereto, especially 
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GUIDE TO 


HOLINESS. 


from such things as have been most habit- 
ual and besetting as from the face of the 
most deadly serpent. 

10. Do not despond or despair. God 
is almighty. As soon as you begin really 
to turn to him, he turns to you. He 
greatly pities and infinitely loves you. 
To the true penitent his mercy is higher 
than hight, deeper than depth, broader 
than breadth, and longer than length. 

11. If, through temptation and the weak- 
ness of your faith, you should sin, either 
in Omission or in commission, go at once 
to the mercy-seat, with shame and confu- 
sion of face, and confess your sin with 
sorrow and contrition of spirit, and pray 
for grace to help and keep you in time 
tocome. This do, even though you should 
sin seventy times seven in a day, — any 


number of times. 


12. If, in your former ungodly state, 
you had injured any in their persons, or 
characters, or property, by ill-usage or 
neglect ; or by lying and slandering ; or 
by stealing and driving hard bargains, 
and overreaching, and deceiving, and 
misrepresenting, and tricking, &c. (and 
who that has come to years of maturity 
but has done some or all these things), 
it will be your duty to make due amends 
to all that you have injured in person, 
in character, or in property. You will, 
perhaps, find this hard to flesh and blood 


- to do, but God’s grace is sufficient to 


enable you to do all things, and he will 
thus enable you, if you continue to ‘call 
upon him. 

13. Faith in Christ as your Saviour, 
one, for whose sake God has actually par- 


‘doned your Sins, is necessary; this you 


will know by its fruits, as love, joy, peace 
in the Holy Ghost, dominion over sin, 
power to resist temptation, communion 
with God, and the direct testimony of his 
Spirit that you are reconciled to him. But 
all are not brought to this happy state of 
experience in the same way. According 
to the wisdom of God, some have their 
hearts gently opened to the reception of 


the Saviour, while others, and especially 
the most notably wicked, undergo, through 
the guidance and workings of the same 
Spirit, great distress and agony of soul, 
which is intended to break down the 
strongholds of sin, and to give a wholesome 
dread of its commission in after days. To 
the latter I should say, “ BE LED By 
THE Spirit.” He shows you that your 
sins are more in number than the hairs of 
your head, or the sands upon the sea- 
shore, and that they are of blackest dye, 
and merit everlasting punishment. It is 
he, also, who gives you grace to weep and 
lament before God, and to cry for mercy. 
It is he, also, when you have drunk sufli- 
ciently of the wormwood and the gall (and 
he alone knows how much is best for you), 
who will show you the willingness of God 
to pardon you, will reveal to the eye of 
your soul that great sacrifice which was - 
offered on Calvary for you, showing you 
also its all-sufficiency, and it then becomes | 
your duty to embrace the offered pardon, 
and trust alone in that almighty sacrifice 
for the forgiveness of all your sins. And, 
then, oh how happy will you be! 


‘* No tongue can express 
The sweet comfort and peace 
Of a soul in its earliest love.” 


14. Being now by living faith united to 
Christ, enlisted under his banner, and 
clad in full armor for the great and ter- 
rible battle-field, it is your duty to go forth 
conquering and to conquer. Do not for 
an instant suppose that your work is done, 
—an awful mistake. It may more truly 
be said that it is but now begun. You are 
now panoplied for the fight, and the hard- 
est of all battle-fields that was ever entered — 
on lies before‘you. In the mortal strife that 
takes place between the powers of earth 
the contest is but for mortal life; but in 
this that you are called to, it is for im- 
mortal life; and as one is of incalculably — 
greater moment than the other, so also is 
the severity of the contest ; but your cap- 
tain is the Almighty, and, while you are 
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LETTER FROM IRELAND.’ my) 


true and faithful, you will, through him, 
be invincible. 
“ Stand, therefore, having your loins 


has appeared, that we are aware of, we 
attempt it with a trembling hand. 


HER PERSONAL APPEARANCE. 


girt about with truth,” in all things truth- 
ful, whether in affairs of business or| Of middle size and stature. Hair, 
otherwise, and “ having the breast-plate of eyebrows, and eyelashes a silvery white. 
righteousness,” righteousness and justice | Good-featured countenance, but almost 
being fully observed and acted on in al] pale as death. Perceptive faculties 
your dealings among men; “ and your feet rather largely developed, and oo Se 
shod with the preparation of the gospel of. CX pressive, pene ating the spirit, and 
peace,” ready at all times to invite others | #!most reading one’s thoughts. Looks 
to the water of life, and to proclaim the like one divinely commissioned. Dress 


everlasting gospel. 
shield of faith” in the entire word of 
God ; “ and take the helmet of salvation,” 
a well-grounded hope of everlasting life, 
‘and the sword of the Spirit, which is the 
word of God; praying always with all 
prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and 
watching thereunto with all perseverance 
and supplication for all saints.” Now, if 


you fail in any of these things, and Apol- 


lyon comes and falls on you, how can you 
escape being terribly wounded by his 


fiery darts? But if, on the other hand, 


your armor be sound and entire, and you 
resist him, “ steadfast in the faith,” he will 
quickly “ flee from you.” 


LETTER FROM IRELAND. 


AN IRISH FEMALE PREACHER, 


Portadown, Ireland, 
June 11, 1861. 


Dear Bro. DeGeN: The inhabitants 
of this town and neighborhood have been 


favored of late with a visit from that ex-. 


traordinary and devoted young woman, 
Miss Hadassah M’Kinny. She is a na- 
tive of the County Tyrone, is about 25 
years of age, a member of the Primitive 
Wesleyan Society, or Church Method- 
ists, has been preaching nearly five 
years to immense crowds of people and 


with amazing success. 


The readers of the “Guide” will 
doubtless like to hear a little about her, 
— would that an abler pen was lifted to 
portray her! but as no account of her 


“Above all, take the | 


according to 1 Peter iil. 3, 4. 
HER MANNER. 


Solemn, — perhaps could not be more 
/so if certain of going directly away to 
‘the judgment. Hymn commenced in a 
deep voice, perhaps through over-exer- 
tion, but rising and swelling as she pro- 
ceeds, till it becomes quite clear and 
‘musical, being better after four and five 
hours’ exertion, than at the commence- 
‘ment. Her love to sinners is amazing ; 
while pleading for them, she will ery 
and sob aloud, till the whole congrega- 
tion is moved. Ifer cry is not the mock 
cry so often put on to mimic deep feel- 
ing, while the heart within is unmoved. 
May»we ever be saved from thus lying, 
thus deceiving. Earnestness character- 
izes her every movement. She sees sin- 
ners hastening on down to perdition, 
and spends all her strength in crying to 
them, “Turn ye, turn ye from your evil 
ways; for why will ye die?” We never 
saw such love to souls,—she must win 
them over to Jesus,—she does. Oh! 
were we impenitent, and going to the 
judgment-seat of Christ (after hearing 
her), we would rather meet all the fiends 
from the dark abode of woe,— she would 
bea“ swift witness” against us. Her holy 
looks now are terrible to the impenitent. 


HER SERMONS. 
| Good, well put together, studied upon 
her knees. Spiritual feasts, rather than 
intellectual ones, although the learned 
may pick up some gem-thoughts and 
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HOLINESS. 


pearls, which, when polished, will be of 
the first order for brilliancy and value. 

Lengthy,—one hour and a half, two 

hours, and sometimes more. Abundance 
of ideas, sometimes run out to too great 

a length, till the idea is almost obscured 

by words. Great deal of originality. A 

rich unction attending, so that it seems 

almost impossible to tire. The subject, 
of holiness has a prominent part in all 

her sermons and addresses. On this 
she is very pressing. 


THE EFFECTS. 


Large congregations night after night, 
sometimes hundreds unable to gain ad- 
mittance. The last night she preached 
here, the congregation amounted to from 
three to five thousand, and although the 
weather was cold (being in the month 
‘of February), she preached in a field, 
and many were brought to a saving 
knowledge of the truth. Night after 
night the penitent form was crowded 
with mourners, and there captives were 
delivered, and believers baptized with 
the deeper baptism of holiness. One 
evening, a gentleman, well known to us, 
took his carriage, went round to his un- 
converted neighbors, gathered up six 
and conveyed them to the sanctuary, 
that they might be saved, and some of 
them returned home pardoned, singing 
‘“ Happy day, when Jesus washed my 
sins away.” One night, about thirty- 
five were set at liberty, and on another 
occasion, more than one hundred and 
fifty were down seeking mercy. We 
hear she never holds a meeting without 
seeing souls saved. She has covenanted 
thus with the Lord, and he honors her. 
We need not wonder at her success, — 
God honors those who honor him. A 
gentleman called to see her one Sabbath 
day, about four o’clock. The lady of 
the house said she would call her, if he 


particularly wished to see her, but she 


was upon her knees, and had been there 
all day, with the exception of ten min- 


utes, when she came down to warm her 
feet. That night about thirty-five were 
saved. As soon as she gives the invita- 
tion to the people to come to the peni- 
tent form, they crowd it, some seeking 
pardon, and others purity of heart. She 
has witnessed the conversion and entire 
sanctification of thousands. 

Would that more such women as Miss 
M Kinny and the celebrated Miss Buck, 
of England, and your own devoted Mrs. 
Palmer, were in the field “laboring 
with” the servants of JEHOVAH as they 
did in Paul’s day, and so help to bring 
about the jubilee shout, ‘ The kingdoms 
of this world are become the kingdoms 
of our Lord, and of his Christ; and he 
shall reign for ever and ever.” 

‘This is that which was spoken by the 
prophet Joel; And it shall come to pass | 
in the last days, saith God, I will pour 
out of my Spirit upbn all flesh: and your 
sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 
and your young men shall see visions, 
and your old men shall dream dreams: 
And on my servants and on my hand- 
maidens [ will pour out in those days of 
my Spirit; and they shall prophesy.” 
(Acts 16, 17, 18.) I. S. Nu Luis. 


HOW TO HAVE LIGHT. 


WE are responsible not only for what 
we do, but for what we see. More than 
we often think, the eyes of the soul are 
in our power. Say what we will of the 
obscurities of Revelation, and the myste-- 
ries of Providence, truly spiritual and 
believing men and women go on reading 
both, deeper and deeper, clearer and 
clearer, all their lives, till at last, no 
longer through a glass darkly, —the 
veil taken away, —they see as they are 
seen, know as they are known; stand 
face to face with the Saviour they have 
so long and so trustingly followed, and 
have ‘open vision for the Written 
Word.” If we do not behold the con- 


stellation of splendid truths that radiate 
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their evangelic light from the gospel, it | 


is because blindness is in the dim pupils 
of our eyes, unused or abused. Just as 
fast as we will let it, the day will dawn, 
and the daystar arise in our hearts. By 
living out all the goodness we know in 


the daily beauty of holiness, we shall 


behold life’s grand proportions. By 
walking with Christ, we shall wear his 
likeness. Nay —for he isa living Christ 
— you shall have him formed within you 
not only the hope, but the present pos- 
session of glory. And because you 
know him spiritually, in the purity and 
love of his life and cross, men will also 
take knowledge of you that you have 
been with him now, and are with him 
now, and shall be his people for ever. — 
Rev. Dr. Huntington. 


(Original. 


REJOICING IN GOD. 


BY M. R. 8. 


THANKS I render thee, dear Father, 
For the gifts thy hand bestows; 

For thy mercies ever varied, 
Life’s bright days, and night's repose. 

- Thou art with me in the way, 

Watching lest from thee I stray; 

Sleeping, naught I know of fear; 
Waking, still my Lord is near. 


Home, and friends, and health’s rich blessings, 
Thou dost yet for me provide; 

Leading on through greenest pastures, 
By the river's sleeping tide. 

Saviour, with a grateful heart, 
Glad I take so blest a part; 

Yet I hear thy gracious voice, 

** Not in these, in Me rejoice.”’ 


Precious words! when darkness gathers, 
When thy will doth sorrow bring, 
When the spirit-minstrel sighing, 
Can no longer joy-bells ring; 
When the weary soul doth shrink 
From the cup which she must drink; 
Then a whisper comes from thee, 
‘* These are gifts of love from me.” 


Father, may this mystic lesson 
Deeply on my heart be traced: 
Mid earth’s sad or joyous hours, 
Let it never be erased. 
Only lead me nearer thee, 
As sweet flowers, thorns shall be; 
Christ is mine; with naught beside, 
Teach me to be satisfied. 


_[Original.] 
PANTING AFTER GOD. 


BY MRS. D. G. M. 


“As the hart panteth after the water-brooks, so panteth 
my soul after thee, O God.”—/J’s. xiii, 1. 


Tnuov hidden manna of my soul, 
To me thy glorious love unfold, — 
The love of heaven, being of love! 
Make manifest thy love untold. 
This heart is sighing for thyself, 
‘Tis striving, longing to be free; 
I'm weary of the world and self, 
Oh, let me find my all in thee. 


I’m weary of this sinful heart, 
So dark.— so much averse to thee; 
So quick to murmur, loath to part 
With sin! — oh, set my spirit free! 
Fain would I lean upon thy breast, 
Adore and love my God alone; 
So would my soul in thee be blest, 
My gloom, my doubt, and fear be gone. 


Night’s shadows scattered in the light 

Of heaven! What rest! What bliss untold! 
What joy! Immortal hope, how bright! 

My heart all warm, once dead and cold! 
O Saviour, shal! this love be mine? | 
. This heaven of peace, this rest divine? 
Oh, stamp thine image on my heart! 

Make me, though vile, of thee a part. 


EXPERIENCE. 


BY E. M. P. 


ONE year ago the first of last month I 
was brought from nature’s darkness into 
the glorious liberty of God’s believing 
children. It was just at the close of a se- 
ries of revival meetings the Wesleyan 
Methodists were holding in this village. 
The work in my heart was so still and 
gradual that I could never tell the pre- 
cise time of my conversion ; others could 
state the moment and place in which 
(od spoke peace to their souls; there- 
fore this became a source of great temp- 
tation to me, and sometimes I would al- 
most lose the little faith that I possessed. 
It seemed to me that God had left me to 
do battle with the enemy of my soul 
alone; when I would strive to lift my 
heart in prayer for help from above, the 
heavens were as brass to me, but, glory 
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be to God, he did not forsake me; in the 
midst of this tumult of doubts and fears 
he put the. Holy Spirit into my heart 
with this promise: ‘‘ Whosoever cometh 
to me I will in no wise cast out.” I clung’ 
to this promise for days and nights, pray- 
ing for more faith. 

At this time, the Rev. Mr. M—— 
preached a sermon on sanctification; I 
knew nothing of this doctrine, for the 
church in which I was brought up do not 
believe in it. At once I felt that this was 
what my poor, wavering, doubting soul 
required to set it at rest and satisfy all its 
longings. Brother M called on me 
next day, and explained the doctrine of 
sanctification, and the way to seek it. 
I made up my mind never to.rest until 
I obtained this blessing from God, and 
did seek for a few days; but one evening, 
in conversing with my husband on this 


‘subject, we both came to the conclusion 


to let it rest for the present, as we thought 
it must be a gradual work. , 
But God’s Holy Spirit was continually 
striving with me; I became convinced 
that I was grieving him every Kap and 
was led to cry — \ 


He wills that I should holy be; 
What can withstand his will? 


_ Every time Brother M—— called he 


urged upon me the necessity of seeking 
holiness of heart; I felt that I could not 
live in the state of mind I was in, for F' 
was afraid to go to sleep at night, lest 
when I would awake, my confidence and 
faith would be taken away. A friend 
sent me two works of Mrs. Palmer’s, 
“ Entire Devotion,” and “ Faith and its 
I read them with intense in- 
terest, they show the way so clearly; I 
took my Bible and turned to the refer- 
ences in them—I believed that “it was 
the will of God, even my sanctification.” 

On Sunday, April 29, 1860, my hus- 
band went away sixteen miles to attend 
a quarterly meeting. I determined before 


hé'left to spend the day in prayer to God 


that he would lead me by his Holy Spirit. 
Glory be to God, while I live, yea, while 
I have being, will I remember that day; 
the greater part of the morning was spent 
in reading the Bible; all-at once I 
thought of a covenant I had seen in 
“Entire Devotion;” a voice seemed to 
say, Write that covenant, and sign your 
name to it before God; I felt sure that it 
was the Spirit of God leading me. I 
read the covenant to be sure that I 
could take it as my own, and felt that I 
could, and wrote it down, examining my 
heart at the close of every sentence. I 
trembled as I wrote. I felt that I was in 
the presence of God the Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghost, that all the holy angels 
were witnesses; I asked God for the sake 
of Jesus to give me faith to believe that 
he accepted of my sacrifice. And, oh, 
joy unspeakable! he did come down into 
my heart and fill me with the love of 
God; but I felt that I must live by the 
moment, and that I should follow the 
injunction of Paul to the Ephesians, 
“ Above all, taking the shield of faith, 
wherewith ye shall be able to quench all 
the fiery darts of the wicked.” I did 


~|not experience the extatic joy some 


speak of, but my soul was filled with a 
calm, deep joy and peace, accompanied 
with the assurance that I was no longer 
my own, but body, soul, and spirit were 
all the Lord’s; I was all his, and he all 
mine. I had promised before God if he 
would confer this blessing on me, I would 
confess it to all; but now the tempter 
presented this thought, — It will be pre- 
sumptuous in you to make this profession 
when not one member of the class to 
which you belong profess sanctification, 
and you are one of the youngest mem- 
bers. The God in whom I trusted did 
not forsake me in the hour of trial. He 
enabled me to confess before his people 
what great things he had done for my 
soul. 

Since that time my Lord has seen fit to 
try me in the furnace of affliction; but 
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when all earthly hope had fled, when I 
could see nothing in store for me in this 
world but sorrow, he was with me, and I 
was enabled to say, “ Thy will be done.” 


HOW TO RAISE MONEY FOR 
MISSIONS. 


A correspondent of the New York 


When he had humbled my proyd heart Jndependent thus writes from Manches- 


to the dust, taken away all earthly hope, ' 


and brought me to see that he was all I 
had to trust in for happiness, I praise 
God that I did not murmur, but felt sure 
it was all for some good purpose ; I knew 


ter (England) :— 

“A large Methodist Conference is now 
in session here. I have spoken at some 
of its missionary meetings. This denom- 
ination leads the van, in England, in 


that he loved me, for his presence was | zeal and success im raising funds for for- 


with me, and could sing with mournful 


pleasure, 


“‘ Behind a frowning providence, 
He hides a smiling face.” 


Now while I write, my prospects, both 
for time and eternity, are brighter than 
ever they were, and oh! I pray that my 
affections may be kept from the things 
of this world; that God will help me to 
live as near to him in time of prosperity 
asin trouble. I bless his holy name that 
he has spared me to see the anniversary 
of the day in which I experienced that 


the blood of Jesus cleansed me from all 
‘English brethren, and we believe it 


sin; I have this day renewed my cove- 
nant engagements with God. 

I shall ever praise God for the instruc- 
tion I received from Brother M at 
this early point in my experience, and I 
think the servants of God would find it 


good to urge young converts to seek af- | 
ter holiness, and strive to lead them at! 


once to exercise that faith in the all- 
atoning blood of Jesus which will bring 
them inte “that land of rest from in- 
bred sin.’ 

I praise God for what he has done for 

ee expect, if I am faithful, that I 
shall one day sing his praises among 
those “who have come up out of great 
tribulation, and have washed their robes 


and made them white in the blood of the 
Lamb.” 


‘* How blest are they who still abide, 
Close sheltered in thy bleeding side; 
Who life and strength from thence derive, 
And by thee move, and in thee live.”’ 


eign missions, — though the Church and 
the London Missionary societies also 
nobly bring up their respective wings. 
In this hard year the Wesleyan Mission- 
ary Society has received £140,000 — 
about $700,000. I inquired of Mr. Ar 
thur, the Secretary, the secret of such 
success. He replied: ‘The ministers 
make the missionary cause their own; 
and all children as well as adults, — and 
the poor as well as the wealthy, — are 
invited to contribute.’ 

Mr. Arthur’s reply states the ratton- 
ale of the wonderful success which has 
attended the missionary plans of our 


would be as successful in our country. 
Let us analyze it a fash- 

I. “The ministers make the cause 
their own.” 

1. They study it. 

2. They enter into it heartily. 

3. They faithfully present it. 

Il. All are invited to contribute. 

1. “All.” (1) Children; (2) Adults; 
(3) Poor; (4) The wealthy. The clas- 
sification is exhaustive. It is a real Ar- 
minian * all.” 

2. “ Are invited to contribute.” 

(1) They are “invited” in due season, 
—not on the heels of Conference. 

(2) They are “invited” to give ac- 
cording to the measure of ability. 

(3) They are “ invited ” earnestly. 

(4) They are “invited” successfully. 

There, that is a pretty good skeleton 
framed at a single sitting, and we are 
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sure is equal to some which will cost 
much more. We freely give it to the 
cause, only adding by way of “ improve- 
ment,” that as the “secret is out,” we 
ought to profit by it, and the sooner the 
better. — Northwestern Advocate. 


DR. PAYSON TOWARD THE 
CLOSE OF LIFE. 


BY REV. H. B.” RIDGWAY. 


Ir is said that Dr. Payson’s preaching 
was more tender in the later years of his 
life. His soul evidently became more 
subdued under the constant chastening 
of sickness, his sympathies for the infirm- 
ities of human nature livelier, as he min- 


_ gled more freely with men, and his reli- 


gious experience was more and more 
mellowed by an increasingly luminous 
joy. Although he continued with una- 
bated fidelity to warn sinners of the 
wrath to come, yet he did it with strong- 
er marks of compassionate yearning, 
weeping, and pleading, as if he would 
pour out his very being for them. Par- 
alyzed and wasted with disease, his spir- 
itual face beaming with benignity, he 


would stand or sit, so long as he could 
_ be carried to the meeting-house, and en- 


treat the rebellious to be reconciled to 
God. His prayers, always powerful and 
comprehensive, would reach, on these 
occasions, a pitch of sublime and pathet- 
ic utterance that would awe and melt 
even the most obdurate hearts. His 
sanctified soul, rising higher and higher 
in its devout raptures, in its intensely 
earnest supplications, would s¢em to lift 
up the whole congregation as by an irre- 
sistible spell, until they felt themselves 
suffused with the “light of the excellent 
glory,” and standing face to face with 
Jehovah. Another fact of his later life 
is that his sermons were more frequently 
extemporaneous. This was due partly 
to increasing bodily weakness, and partly 
to the conviction in his own mind that 


these efforts were most signally blessed. 
His brilliant conceptions under a glow- 
ing inspiration, aided by an earnest 
though not violent action, and a voice 
of rare compass, depth, and sweetness, 
would so far rivet the attention of his 
hearers as to form the themes of their 
conversation for weeks afterwards. To 
have written more for the pulpit would 
have shorn him of much of his power. 
While we might have had more of the 
written, we would have had less of the 
living man. Sometimes he went to his 
week-evening lectures not knowing what 
he would preach, more from necessity 
than choice. Upon one dark, drizzly 
evening, the worshipers had picked 
their way to the vestry with lanterns. 
The hint was enough. His text was: 
‘Thy word is a lamp unto my feet and 
a light unto my path.” The discourse 
is said to have been among the most suc- 
cessful of his life. It is surprising that 
he should have regretted that he could 
not write more fully and constantly, and 
that he should have at all consented to 
read except on special occasions. But 
to this habit of reading we are indebted 
for most which remains of his thoughts. 
Iie wrote only to preach, and if he had 
not felt the obligation to write for im- 
mediate usefulness, he probably would | 
have written much less than he did. 
Thanks to his devotion to the pen for 
some of the finest specimens of sacred 
eloquence on record! Would that the 
nimble-fingered stenographer had then 
lived to catch and chain to paper those 
inimitable passages of beauty and wis- 
dom, which dropped on all occagions 
from his ‘‘golden mouth.” Still they 
are not lost, but reproducing themselves 
indefinitely as so many precious seed- 
truths which can notdie. Spoken words 
perish no more than written. One gen- 
eration, as one man, transmits its great 
unwritten constitution to another. 

In no sphere did the heavenly spirit 
of this saintly man shine with greater 
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clearness and a sweeter charm than in 
his own home. ‘Oh! he was so gentle 
and so pleasant all the time,” said a sis- 
ter to me, who was a domestic in his 
family. A great preacher, popular, al- 
most adored by his congregation and his 
denomination, traduced by his enemies, 
nervous always, sick half the time, but 
a gentleman in that privacy where too 
many great men deem themselves at lib- 
erty to act the tyrant and the brute! 
His house was consecrated by prayer, 


and remained a bethel until his house-. 


hold left it. Thence he was wont, with 
his little family group, to make daily ex- 
cursions at the silent hours of twilight 
to the sweet fields of Eden, whence they 
would return refreshed and enchanted 
with its beatific delights. 


HMOLINESS— YES, HOLINESS. 


HoLINeEss now; holiness for ever ;— 
now is the time, the set time, the im- 
portant, the momentous! All nature, 
all grace, —the heavens above, the earth 
beneath, — with united voice cry out 
thunderingly: “ Be ye holy, Sor IT am 
holy.” The present crisis is a crisis 
fraught immensely with things unheard 
of. The world is on fire! If ever holi- 
ness to the Lord, the presenting the 
body with all its powers, a living sacri- 
fice, a whole burnt-offering, was needed, 
it is now! 

“The moments fly, — a minute’s gone! 

The minutes fly, — an hour is run! 


The day is fled, — the night is here! 
Thus flies a week, —a month, —ayear!”’. 


Now, now is the time, the accepted 
time, the day of salvation. Now, if ever, 
holiness, entire consecratedness should 
be sounded out to the ends of the earth. 
Every sermon, every prayer, every tes- 
timony, every word of exhortation, 
should be fraught richly, more or less, 
of this entire giving-up te God-service. 
Sin, every sin, —little sins, great sins, 
sins of thought, sins of deed, of omission 


and commission, national sins, city sins, 
family sins, individual sins; sins in high 
places and in low, sins of the flesh and 
of the spirit, — all sin should be repent- 
ed of, put away, banished for ever, as 
far as the East is from the West. 

The Church, first and foremost, should 
be cleansed, purified, sanctified, washed, 
made white in the blood of the Lamb, 
meet for God-service, shine forth as the 
sun, fair as the moon, terrible in right- 
eousness as an army with banners. 
Ministers should preach ‘holiness; editors 
should preach it, pray it, live it, raise 
the standard high as heaven. Let holi- 
ness be written on our foreheads, our door- 
posts, “‘ the bells of horses,” on our swords 
and bayonets, every instrument of war 
on the battle-field. Let ‘ holiness to the 
Lord” beam forth radiantly in every 
thought, word, deed,—every moving mus- 
cle. Let holiness to the Lord be reiter- 
ated, sounded out from the pulpit, the 
press; pervade every church, every 
household, every encampment. Finally, 
brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in 
the power of his might. Put on the 
whole armor of God, and over all the 
shield of faith, by which ye shall be able 
to quench all the fiery darts of the wick- 
ed. ‘Take also the helmet of salvation, 
and the sword of the Spirit, which is the 
word of God. — Golden Rule. 


A PLACE FOR PRAYER. 


“WHERE do you find a place to pray 
in?” was asked of a pious sailor on board 
a whaling ship. 

“Oh,” he said, “I can always find a 
quiet spot at the masthead.” 

“Sam, do you find a quiet spot for 
secret prayer ?” asked a minister of a sta- 
ble boy. 

“Oh, yes, sir; that old coach is my 
closet, and it is the best spot on earth.” 

Where there is a heart to pray, it is 
easy enough to find a place. 
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